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Commumty wealthy in generzty of uts volunteers

Of Mercy,
Greece

3y Rob Cullivan

Stalf writer

GREECE — Our Lady of Mercy Church
imav seem just another eenter of diocesan
lice, but it's far more to Rose Anuszkiewicz,
« member of the parish’s Resurrcction
_Choir that sings at funeral Masses. .

“1 hope we never close Our Lady of Mer-
cvbecause Our Lady of Mercy is my second
home,” she said.

A parish of 900 families that will cele-
brate its 40th year in 1998 hardly seems in
danger of closing. Headed by its new pastor,
Father Stan Kacprzak, Our Lady of Mercy
boasts a humber of ministries to both the
community and its own members.

Father Kacprzak, who has also served at
the Greece parishes of Our Mother of Sor-
rows and St. John the Evangelist, came to
Our Lady of Mercy in December. He spoke
highly of his new parish.

“What I'm doing this first year is seeing
what's here — which is a wealth of commu-
nity and generosity,” he said.

Indeed, the parish’s Social Ministry Com-
mittee oversees a score of activities ranging
from raising funds for various diocesan and
parish charitable efforts to collecting food,
clothing and money for several social min-
iy programs.located in the diocese.

“ljust think it’s a very giving parish,” said
Sandy Reiss, who co-chairs the commiittee
with Helen Mercier. “When we ask for
something, we have a tremendous re-
sponse.”

Our Lady of Mercy parishioners are also
geterous o one another. That sense of giv-
ing shvows in volunteer commitment to the
pansh’s music program, overseen by Music
Director Janet Andrychuk-Tedesco. In ad-
dition to the 15-member Resurrection
Choir, she works with a 15-member Adult
Choir and a 20-member Children’s Choir
whose members are in grades one’ through
five.

Anuszkiewicz is one of several senior cit-

izens who volunteer to sing at parishioners’
funerals, Andrychuk-Tedesco said.

“Some of them say they can'’t sing, but
come so that they can be there for the peo-
ple,” the music director said.

But not only can Anuszkiewicz sing, she
said that her motivation to do so was to
please others and the Lord.

“We get a lot of satisfaction because the
members of the family of the deceased get
spiritual help,” she said. “Somehow, you're
helping them with their loss.”

Although 10-year-old Erin Blind sings at
more upbeat occasions, the member of the

*Children’s Choir expressed many of the

same motivations for
Anuszkiewicz did.

“I like singing, and I like rejoicing about
God,” Erin said. “Janet’s really nice, and she
makes choir fun.”

Like singing, religious education involves
both adults and children at Our Lady of
Mercy, according to Sister Kathryn Wahl,
RSM, religious education coordinator. Sis-
ter Wahl also served as temporary adminis-
trator of the parish for 42 months last year
following the departure of former pastor
Father William Lum.

Sister Wahl pointed out that while 85 chil-
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From left, Marissa Zercie and Allison Beebe, both 11, rehearse a liturgical dance
placing an “Alleluia” banner away in a box for Lent, for Mardi Gras Feb. 11 at
Our Lady of Mercy Church.

dren attend Thursday night religious nedu-
cation classes, 60 children and adults par-
ticipate in an alternative- catechetical pro-
gram called “FLRE.,” or Family
Intergenerational Religious Education.
Students seem to like the F.1R.E. approach
because it involves their parents, she said.

“It becomes a family celebration, a fami-
ly experience,” Sister Wahi commented. “It’s
not ‘something I do in school.’ It's ‘some-
thing I'm living with my family.”™

Sue DiCicco apparently agreed with Sis-
ter Wahl. Along with her husband, Gary,
Sue leads six families, including her son,
Alan 6, and her daughter, Breanna, 8, in a
first 'holy Communion class on Tuesday
evenings. The DiCiccos prepare lesson plans
every week for the families, who then dis-
cuss what they've learned with their chil-
dren, outside of class.

“I find it's much more meaningful to the
children that we're there,” she said of her
and her husband’s presence in the class. “It's
brought us closer together as a family.”

Pamela Thomas, who joined the parish
two years ago, found a parallel satisfaction
as a member of the Women’s Spirituality
Group, which is overseen by Roni An-
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meets once a month to discuss scriptural
passages and a variety of issues, according
to Thomas and Antenucci.

“There’s such value for women to come
together because it’s so rare for them to get
any kind of affirmation for what they do,”
Antennuci said.

Thomas said she participated in the
group especially because it gave her a
chance to discuss the Bible with others. She
explained that the group uses visualization
exercises to imagine scriptural events.

“The main focus is the Scripture and tak-
ing yourself away for a little while and actu-
ally becoming a participant in the life of
Christ,” she said. “You can actually pxctux’e
yourself there.” _

Just as the women’s group educates
Thomas, Pastoral Associate Patricia Boyce
said the parish tries to reach all its adults
through its adult education programs.

“We have assumed through so many
years that your faith is formed when you're
young, but adults need nourishment,” she
said.

Boyce. said that she herself has been
nourished by working at the parish.

“I love the opportunity to be involved.

with this community,” she said. “To be able
to talk about where God is in people’s lives.

tenucci, a pastoral associate. The group

I think I get more than I give.”

GENERAL - GENERAL - _MERCHANDISE:
Announcements Miscellaneous Wanted to Buy Electricians Masonry Painting
e —————a— 3
ADOPTIONS The Catholic ~ WILL DO HOUSECLEANING [ giavilurs Gntigues NOLAN MASONRY REPAIRS & NEW & Wallcovering
Courier does not publish adop-  Reasonable. Gates/  Chili g . ELECTRIC chimneys, steps, patios, AL MEYVIS, JR. Basement
tion advertising. To obtain a list /Greece area. 71 6-247-2901 Top cash paid for old wood furni- walks, additions. 50+ yrs. exp..  walis repaired/painted. interior
of égencies that serve birth ture, clocks, glass and china, ster- For ALL Younr ELEcTricaL NEEDS Call 716-455-1198. . pa pai

mothers and adoptive parents,
call_716-328-4340. Agencies

ling, crocks, quilts, etc. One item
or complete household.-

We make house calls.

wishing to be included on this
list may send information to

Help Wanted

647-2480

the Catholic Courier.

painting. Home Repairs. Small

jobs welcome. Certified, free
est. 323-2876 or 392-4435.

BURG-MASTER PAINTING-

CELEBRITY AUCTION: $10
admission. St. Columba Youth
Group. March 1, 4-8pm. Mum-
ford Firehall. Everyone invited!

PROFESSIONAL COUNSEL-
ING FROM a faith perspective.
Marriage/indiv. Martin Lynch
716-232-4675.

Business Opportunities

WORK FROM HOME Part-
time hours, full-time pay. Fun,
simple, profitable. Take action
now. 716-453-8617.

Miscellaneous

DJ MUSIC FOR parties, wed-
dings, anniversaries, birth-
days. Call Joe at DiJames
Tunes. 716-473-5411.

REVEREND MOTHER
MAKES HOUSE CALLS! For
comic relief, give her a ring at
716-442-4363.

*ATTN: ROCHESTER* Postal
positions. Clerks and sorters. No
experience required. Benefits.
For exam, salary and testing in-

.fo. call: 630-906-5570 ext. 5678

8amto 8 pm.

NATIVITY SCENE FIGURES
approximately 1-2 feet high.
Also stable if
716-621-2006

available.

FT HOUSEKEEPING ASSIS-
TANT Please call 716-586-1000
and leave your name and tele-
phone number.

Help Wanted Part Time

CHILD CARE: 3-DAYS/ week.
Our home, Fairport. 3 children

- (6, 5 & 1). Experiencefrefer-

ences requwed 716-987-3263.

Miscellaneous

ROSARIES BLESSED BY
Our Lady during an apparition
in Medjugorje and a priest. Do-
nation $10. 716-394-0604.

Apartments
Unfurnished

MIDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER
Walk to shopping. On a direct busline.
Studios $293; One bedroom $359
All utiities included. Section 8 accepted.
Monthly Mass Services
475 East Broad St. * 716-546-2650

Cellmg Repair

' TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-

INGS 9’ x 12’ ceiling only $59.
Water Damage, drywall, plas-
ter repairs. Quality work; rea-
sonable prices. 716-392-507%.

Serving Rochester & Surrounding Areas
Licensed & Fully insured
AMERI
B 7164366200 GIP AMERICAN
CHIMNEY
Financial Services SERVICE
ALL MASONRY WORK
KLEE & BRICKMAN 663-7360
Certified Public Accountants
Call G. Peter Kige or Arthur Brickman
pr——y—— Moving & Hauling
Rochester, NY 14609 '
. JIM'S MOVING & PAINTING:
716-482-2080 Low low rates, Call Jim
716-654-7436. Refinish hard-
wood floors; We seal drive-
Heating & ways. Senior citizen discounts.
Air Conditioning
e — K-D Moving & :
Hicks Home Heating]  |Storage, Inc. ol
Call us for Winter Comfort! Experience in office,
Heat & Air Conditioning etk maving and ,
Specialists mﬁ] i Smatll, We do them All!
+ Sales + Service « Installation} 473-6610/ 4734357
Family 2121"1«1 & Operated B A o O Tatesy NY 1607

PAPERHANGING, texture
ceilings, walls, ceilings re-
paired, rugs shampooed. In-
sured, powerwashing. Dan
Burgmaster 716-663-0827. -

PAINTING: NEAT, RELIABLE,
experienced, quamy ‘work,
many satisfied customers. Call
John 716-544-0593.

WALLPAPER SPECIALIST.
19 yrs. exp. Affordable, quality.
Call Mark ‘Gay for free esti-
mate. 716-442-3159,

Bewiaro K. BAYE:%: SoN

'Wood Finishing ond.Gullers
Aluminum Doors ond Windows

est. 1952 () 3810812
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