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BY JOE SARNICOLA

“Abraham, Abraham.”

Abraham awoke from a sound sleep at
the sound of someone calling him.

“Who is it?” he asked. “Who wants
Abraham while the sky is still dark?”

“It is I, the Lord.”

Abraham immediately sat up and an-
swered, “Lord, what do you wish from
me? You have only to ask and I will be
your servant.”

Abraham’s tent filled with a cloud that
glowed with a blue swirling light. Sarah
slept peacefully, unaware of anything un-
usual happening. " Abraham was not
afraid, but he knew he was in the pres-
ence of God, so he knelt on the ground.

“Abraham, my son,” the Lord said.
“Today I will test your love for me. I must
take away that which you hold most
dear.” )

“1 would give my life for you, Lord,”
Abraham said.

“It is not your life that I must take,
Abraham.”

The cloud in the room became more
dense and brighter in intensity.

Abraham looked over at his sleeping
wife and said, “Sarah? She has been a
good wife, and a good companion. If it is
your wish that her life end, she was faith-
ful to you always. I rejoice that she would
be in your presence, even though it
means she would no longer be in my

“At the first light of this day you are to
‘take Isaac to the mountain and offer him
to me as a sacrifice. You must kill him
with your own hands.”

“I must take his life? Lord, why?”

The cloud only dissipated. The light of

. the rising sun pierced the flaps of Abra-

_you would take him back? He is but a

own. -

“Nc, Abraham, not Sarah.”

“Not Sarah? Who then?”

“Isaac.”

Abraham clutched his hand to his
heart and leaned back.

“Isaac?” he cried. “My son? You gave
him to me throygh a miracle. And now

ham’s tent. He prepared himself for what
he was about to do. Abraham gathered
wood for the sacrificial fire and ordered
his servants to load up the donkeys. He
kept his knife under his cloak. The blade
felt as heavy as a load of firewood.

“Come, Isaac,” Abraham said. “The
Lord desires a sacrifice from us.”

After they had traveled for three days,
they came to the mountain that was their

L]

boy.

Essa

You can win a $50 savings bond'by writing an essay
(100 or fewer words) answering this question:

i What can we learn from Abraham’s demonstra-
okidedd  tion of faith in God?

‘Send your essay — including name, home address,
telephone number, school and grade — to Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379,
Rochester, N.Y. 14624. Deadline for entries is Feb. 27, 1997. The winner will be no-
tified by phone and receive the savings bond by mail. In addition, the winner’s essay
will be published in an upcoming issue of Kids’ Chronicle.

Last month’s winner was Andrew Veith, a sixth-grade student at Newark's St.
Michael’s School. In response to the question Samuel’s mother was faithful to God.
What are some of the ways your parents show their faithfulness to God? he wrote:

My parents are faithful to God by going to church whenever they possibly can. My
parents are kind and helpful to strangers. If my parents make a mistake they make
up or apologize for it. My dad works hard building houses for people and my mom
works hard at First Federal bank. Sometimes my mom works at the bank 1% to 2
hours after closing time to help get everything where it should be and ready for the
next day. My parents are also honest and very trustworthy. This is how my parents

show their faithfulness to God.

THANKS TO OUR SAVINGS BOND DONOR
651 Plymouti'} Ave. N., Rochester, NY 14608 (716) 546-1740 k
Quality Sausage and Meat Products Since 1880 '

{Hustration by Zos Woodruff

destination. Abraham leaned over and
put his arms around his son.
“Father,” Isaac asked, “we have all the
preparations for a sacrifice except a
famb. What are we to sacrifice?”
“God will provide what we need,” was
all Abraham could say.
Abraham told the servants to set up
camp while he and Isaac headed for the
mountains. When they reached the top,
Abraham withdrew a rope from his robe
and tied Isaac with it. He placed his
frightened and confused son on the altar
and pulled the knife out of its scabbard.
Then he raised the knife.
“Stop!” a voice commanded. .
Abraham looked through tearfilled
eyes to see an angel standing next to
Isaac.
“Do not hurt the boy,” the angel said.
“You have proven your devotion to God.
God will bless you and your descendants
because of your faith.”
As the angel disappeared, a ram could
be heard bleating nearby. Abraham of-
fered it as a sacrifice instead. Then he re-
turned to the camp with his son.

Q&A

READ MORE ABOUT IT: Genesis 22
1. Who spoke to Abraham?
2. What was Abraham’s reward for his
faith?
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‘Bible Numbers Puzzle
Answers can be found on Page 11. -
1. The earth was created in ______ days (Genesis 1 & 2)
2. How many Psalms are collected in the Bible?
3. How many men did Nebuchadnezzar see in the furnace? ____(Daniel 3)
4. How many generations were between Abraham and David? — (Matthew 1)
5. How many disciples did Jesus have? ______ (Matthew 10)

and a reprint of a page one article. ’

A. Because life isn’t always... Our adult shirt features the Courier’s slogan

Catholic Courier Shirts ...
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