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ure in Chemung County for several years.

Sister McCarthy entered the Sisters of

Retlrement can’t slow down longtlme teacher

By Mike Latona
Staff writer

Learning assistant at one school. Aide at
another school. Hospital receptionist.
Community volunteer.
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Officially, Sis-
ter Mary Brigid
McCarthy, S§J,
retired  from
teaching nearly
seven years ago.
Yet since then,
she has kept up
a pace that would exhaust many others.

“I don’t know how she does all that she
does. She’s a very busy lady,” remarked Liz
Berliner, principal at Elmira’s Holy Fami-
ly Junior High School.

Sister McCarthy. on the other hand,
takes her many activities in stride.

“I'm certainly not going to sit and do
nothing,” stated Sister McCarthy, 71.

Sister McCarthy has been a visible fig-

Does this’

. She spent the fina] half of her 44-year
teaching career at Catholic schools in Elmi-
ra, and has maintained several school and
civic duties during her retirement.
Currenly, Sister McCarthy spends all of
Monday and Wednesday mornings as a
study-hall monitor at the junior high,

where she taught for 20 years,

“She knows every student by name,”
Berliner said. “She attends school func-
tions — she’s just always there.”

Sister McCarthy also spends a brief por-
tion of every school day at Holy Family Pri-
mary School. There, she assists in a “be-
fore-school program” for students who are
dropped off early.

In addition, Sister McCarthy is a week-
end and substitute receptionist at St.
Joseph'’s Hospital. She also performs of-
fice duties with the American Red Cross
in Elmira, and was cited by that organiza-
tion in 1996 for her volunteerism.

“I do enjoy the variety with little chil-
dren, older children, senior citizens —

 there’s nothing boring,” Sister McCarthy

commented. “I just enjoy people in gener-
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Sister Brigid McCarthy, SSJ

St. Joseph in 1943. Her teaching stints out-
side of Elmira included Rochester’s Holy
Rosary School (1946-47), Nazareth Hall
(1947-52), St. Anne School (1952-59) and
St. Theodore School (1959-61); and Gene-
va’s St. Stephen’s School (1961-70).

In 1970, Sister McCarthy returned (o
Elmira to teach at her alma mater, St
Mary’s School. The school was renamed
Holy Family Primary School in 1985.

Desplte the fact that Sister McCarthy
still assists in the same classrooms she oc-
cupied as a child, she said she prefers not
to get lost in nostalgia.

“I'm too busy living in the present,” she
remarked. .

Sister McCarthy moved to St. Patrick’s
Junior High in 1971, and continued teach-

" ing there until she retired in 1990. The

school was renamed Holy Family Junior
High in 1985.

Although she is currently caring for her
two older sisters, Sister McCarthy said she
intends to keep up a full slate of school and
community activities,

“I've been blessed with good health,”
she said.
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‘WiITH THIS KIND OF LIFESTYLE,
NO WONDER THEY'RE CALLED
THE GOLDEN YEARS.

Town Gate East offers the best of homestyle
K living with just the right amount of assisted care

19 ﬁ)t loved ones who may need it. A partial list of
33 our amenities includes luxuriously furnished
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* SUITES, PRIVATE AND SEMI PRIVATE ROOMS
* 24 HOUR MEDICAL SUPERVISION

;. rooms, housekeeping, laundry and linen services,
™ recteational programs, supervision of medication

;
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E + COMPLETE DIETETIC SERVICES and special diets, 24-hour supervision, secure i)
. EROAC';‘ASLPAOS%C-I‘:I"%'; environment and much more. 5)
- UN'QUE TEMPORARY STAY Visit the Town Gate East and see why we add . g
even miorfe shine to the golden years. @
“A TRADITION OF ADULT HOME )
LOVE AND CARING” ‘
467-4¢ 6-381-0282 §
S 10-301- :
Just sﬁﬂg Culver Rd. - 2006 Five Zﬁlg Lme3 Road, Penfield, NY 14526 §
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' Senior Apartments in Irondequoit ' 2
Now accepting applcations for |
1 & 2 bedroom apartments ‘ .
+ Hoat inciuded + Sect. 8 Weicome ,
Lnn e it THE HERITAGE
zom.;;mm ‘
| ABRAHAMLINCOLN APARTMENTS - More than the comforts of home.
A A ome Properies 54910 Y ) -

At The Heritag:e, you'll enjoy living in a
friendly, caring community of physicians,
nurses, and friends. ‘Plus a range of services,
like our pharmacy, hair salon, country store,
$88 chapel with interfaith services, and
recreation - all under one roof! The

A DAY | Heritage offers many more comforts along
“with the freedom to plan your own days. So call (716)
342-1700 today for a tour and consultation. We'll be

happy to explain how we can accommodate your

schedule, financial situation, and the services you desire.
*
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1450 PORTLAND AVENUE. ROCHESTER. NEW YORK 14621
" (716) 342-1700 ext. 276 Eileen Ryan-Maruke

] *(For Age 50 and Older)
.* Studio: $290
* One Bedroom: $359

Convenient Downtown Location *Walk to
Shopping * On Direct Busline * All Utilities
Included » Monthly Mass Services

5 Section 8 Accepted
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PACKAGE INCLUDES:
o All medications
e 24-hr. nursing service

o Full medical care & health

maintenance
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o Two delicious meals
o Modern apartments
o Housekeeping service
e Cable TV

e Social & recreauonal
activities:

~Call 716-328-4340
to subscribe to the
Catholic Coprier




