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' Lent a time for service, reflection

Last weekend I went to Windsor, On-
tario, to give one talk in a series of talks be-
ing presented as part of Assumption Uni- .
versity’s Christian Culture Series. I was in-
vited to come to Windsor by a good friend
of many in this area, Father Ulysse “Bud”
Pare, CSB. Bud is a former superior gener-
al of the Basilian Fathers and is currently
president of Assumption University.

By a second invitation, Father Dennis
Noelke, CSB, afforded me the privilege of
presiding and preaching at Catholic Cam-
pus Community’s Sunday morning Eu-
charistic Liturgy. I was happy to accept that
invitation for many reasons, among them
Dennis’ generous service to our young peo-
ple during his many years at Aquinas Insti-
tute in Rochester. o

Both the liturgy at 11:30 and the talk at
3 p.m. were most enjoyable experiences for
me. The folks at both gatherings were
warm and hospitable. Those qualities in
them were great gifts to me, as I'am sure
they are to all of us. Such gifts generally
give us confidence, help us to relax and
tend to draw out the best that is in us.

My theme was Life and Spirituality. The
understanding was that I would comment
on ways in which we can live lives of prayer,
aware of God’s presence, even in our cul-
ture, which can be so complex, fast-moving
and distracting.

I enjoyed thinking about the theme in
the weeks preceding the talk. The effort
evoked memories of many people who,
over the years, have entrusted to me the
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stories of their journeys of faith and their
desires to develop a lively awareness of
God’s loving presence in their lives.

The task also brought me back to many
of the high and low points of my own histo-
ry. I am grateful for both streams of mem-
ory because éach in its own way-allowed
me a fresh perspective on life. Each height-
ened my awareness that God is always lov-
ingly present to us even when we forget
who we are and lose our way.

It was coincidence, I believe, that my talk
was scheduled shortly before the beginning
of Lent. If so, it was a happy coincidence. 1
say that because, with hindsight, I appreci-
ate both the time of preparation and the
time I spent with the people on Sunday af-
ternoon as God’s kind way of drawing me
into the spirit of Lent.

The event reminded me that God is nev-
er done with us — that God never ceases of-
fering us the invitation or the help to grow
more and more in freedom and maturity,
wisdom and grace. Lent is a special time
because it calls us to turn our hearts back

to a fuller awareness of that call and away
from dispositions and activities that do not
serve life. ,

If you have been looking for a way to ap-
proach the holy season or if you, like me,
appreciate suggestions that prime the
pump, let me suggest briefly three themes

| you might think about. I mention them be-

cause I believe they are among qualities or
realities that contribute to the kind of in-
ner strength for which we all yearn:

1. A reverent care for my own wellbe- '
ing. Lent is a favorable time to remember
the precious gift of life which is ours and
the responsibility we have to ourselves and
others to treat ourselves with respect. The

fasting to which we are called in Lent draws

us to think about and care for such things.
2. Desire for a lively sense of God’s

presence in our lives. Lent calls us gently

but strongly to look through, beneath and

beyond the confusion of our days, that we

might find the God who is there in it all,
calling us to deeper life. Lent’s call to
prayer offers us a way to deeper clarity, re-
warding direction.

3. A sense of service that takes us be-
ond ourselves so we can find ourselves.
There is fresh life and new discovery avail-

able in service to others offered in the
name of Christ. When the church asks us

to give alms during Lent, it opens the door

to such life, to such discoveries.
I wish for you and for all those you love

_ many blessings for the Lenten Season.

Peace to all.
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The Polish Union of America (PUA) will help you make the
right choice when planning for you future retirement finan-
cial needs. Consider the many benefits of a PUA Individual

Retirement Account. Benefits include:

B HiGH YIELD 6.25% (4.5% Guaranteed)
The PUA features a high yield interest rate and guarantees the rate will
not be less than 4.5%. Compare a PUA IRA against any other organiza-
tion’s program! Qur rates of return paid on PUA’s are consistently high,
giving you maximum retirement benefits.

B GUARANTEES |
Your IRA investment is 100% guaranteed safe and backed by the asset
base of the PUA. No investment worry.

!)o you already have an IRA somewhere else? Roll existing IRA money
into a PUA IRA at any time! You are not locked into investment renew-
al deadlines with the PUA. s

B PERSONALIZED SERVICE HL

The PUA provides prompt and reliable service. We can make sure that
your money is working as hard as you do. For detailed information, just
complete the coupon and mail to: PUA, 745 Center Road, PO Box 288,
West Seneca, New York 14224-0288. '

B ALl OF THE ABOVE |
Polish Union of America, a Life Insurance and Fraternal Benefits Society P
founded in 1890, has worked hard for its members for over 106 years.
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E I would like information on: - 13

! ___Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA'S) (2001/2901) |

; " Single Premium Deferred Annuities (2900/2702) |

5 ___ Flexible Premium Deferred Annuities (2000) E

i ___ Life Insurance i ’ , | ,

: !

i - Polish Union Of Amerita
: ress : .

i City ~__ State Zip { 745 Center Road, PO. Box 288, West Seneca, New York 14224-0288
| Telephone | i (716) 677-0220 * (800) 724.2782 » Fax (716) 677-0246
i ; | Wallace S. Piotrowski Chester B Korta

E . I OLISH UNION OF AMERICA . E National President Nadox:s ‘;ice- President

: Financial Security ‘w1th the Fl:at.emal Touch - Since 1890 - Alice Molenda John J. Gonsiorek

i P U_A_ — Strong, Caring, and Joining Hands to touch lives . . . s National Secretary District S' ales Manager
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