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Couple's formula for 70 year marriage includes prayer
By Gary Morton
Catholic News Service
SECRETARY, Md. - Frances
and Andrew Moxey of Secretary
don't get involved in complicated explanations when asked
what has been the formula for
their successful marriage of 70
years.
"Just love each other. Love
does a lot of things," said 88year-old Frances Moxey.
"I think love and being loved
are about two of the best things
I know," said 91-year-old Andrew Moxey.
Then, after a moment's pause,
Frances Moxey added one more
word. "Prayer," she said.
With about 25 relatives on
hand, the Moxeys renewed their
wedding vows during a Mass celebrated at their home by Father
William P. Mathesius, pa'stor of
Our Lady of Good Counsel
Parish.

Father Mathesius thought it
appropriate'that the Mass was
on Dec. 28, feast of the Holy
Family. He said he had never
met anyone married for 70
years. "You are the longest-married couple in our parish,' and
possiblv all of Maryland," he
told them.'
As they talked about their
marriage, the Moxeys sat in
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Frances Moxey watches as her husband, Andrew, places her
wedding band on her finger during a recent ceremony to renew
their vows. The couple was married Jan. 1,1927, at Our Lady of
Good Counsel Church in Secretary, Md., where they are still
parishioners.

chairs in front of a wall where a
crucifix was hanging. Close to it
was a blessing they received
from Pope Paul VI for their 50th
wedding anniversary.
The blessing was mentioned
during the Mass by Father Mathesius, who remarked that almost
another generation has passed
since that time.
"Surely God has blessed you
with a good family and a long
life," he told them.
The two knew each other

while growing up in Dorchester
County, on Maryland's Eastern
Shore. But Frances recalled that
it took a childhood game to start
their romance.
"We were playing games outside, ring-around-the-rosey, and
he dropped the handkerchief in
front of me, and that kind of
started things," she recalled in
an interview with The Dialog,
Wilmington's diocesan newspaper. "We went together, what
was it, a year and a half, and got

serious.
On Jan. 1, 1927, Frances
Wanex and Andrew Moxey were
married at the old church of
Our Lady of Good Counsel,
where they are parishioners to
this day. Frances doesn't remember much about the wedding day except that "we had a
crowd at the house, all well-wishers."
In renewing their wedding,
vows at their 70th anniversary
Mass, Andrew Moxey once again
placed a ring on his wife's finger
— the same one he plaeed there
in 1927.
Neither Andrew nor Frances
seem to think there has been
anything unusual about their
lives together.
"We just worked together and
loved each other and cared for
each other," Frances said. v
She recalled that one of the
more intense times in their lives
came when their house burned
down and then Andrew had to
build the home where they live

today.
"He's been a hard-working
man," Frances said. .
Andrew Moxey remembered
the hardships of the Great Depression of the 1930s.
"There were some pretty hard
times there," he said, recalling
how he had to work on farms
and on oyster boats in the Chesapeake Bay to help the family get
by.
The commitment the Moxeys
have made to each other for the
past 70 years seems to have influenced other family members.
Frances' sister and brodier, Elizabeth and John, have been married 63 and 62 years, respectively. And of the Moxeys' three
children attending the Mass,
Bernice has been married 39
years; Kay, 27 years; and Kenneth, 20 years.
"They have definitely been
good role models for the family," Kenneth said of his parents'
long marriage. "Both of them
have been hard-working people."

CRUISE • DISNEY • BERMUDA • LAS VEGAS • CARIBBEAN • EUROPE

Since 1822

vnepmocms

§>]hi(0>p>pxo
482-1130

Save $50 to $200
on assorted package

F»ee

person*

«afions
Consu'1
fcppoto

Open

(with ad)

and

•

bv

Wedding Cakes
Cookie Trays
and Sweets Table
2267 Clifford Ave.
Rochester, NY 14609

25% O*
frccessottes

J.B. TRAVEII
Wegmans Chili Paul Plaza
3175 Chili Avenue
716 889-9090

For the elegant
wedding
reception

WhhAi,
^moon
Package,
5
Daya
°'longer

CRUISE • DISNEY • BERMUDA • LAS VEGAS • CARIBBEAN • EUROPE

SIMPLICITY, ELEGANCE AND
AFFORDABILITY ARE WHAT STRATHALLAN
WEDDING PARTIES ARE MADE OF.
This special day rates only the finest And only
Strathallan can give you the finest in accommodations,

Celebrate your special day
in the early American atmosphere
of this stately mansion noted for its
hospitality, fine food, and
gracious dining.
The Spring House also invites
you to schedule your rehearsal dinner
and showers in one of our private
dining rooms. You can be sure of fine
food, wine choices and
attentive service.

A special place for
special times

food and amenities at truly affordable rates.
From rehearsal dinners to receptions to wedding night accommodations for the bridal party,
Strathallan handles every detail to make the
day a delight

The Spring House
3001 Monroe Avenue
(near Clover Street)

Please, let us tell you more about our
special wedding party rates and services.

For information, call

Call Strathallan for all the details, today.

(716) 586-2300
Tuesday through Sunday

461-5010
550 East Avenue
Rochester, New York

