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Role models

Continued from page 1

ana’s parents, Frank and Maria Nicoletta of

Clvde, members of St. John the Evangelist
Parish who have been married about 30

vears.

’ “Basically, they took me in from the

start,” he said. “They would do anything

for me and | appreciated that.”

He was invited to family dinners, Christ-
mas dinners, received birthday gifts and,
most impor[am, “Even if 1 wasn't hungry,
they'd feed me.

That hospitality carried over into their
marriage as well, he said. The couple tried
to create a welcoming home for guests
when they lived in a Rochester apartment.

A few years ago Mark converted to
Catholicism so both could attend the same
church.

“I thought it was very important from a
marriage standpoint,” he said. He joined
St. John's in Clyde, but the couple usually
attends St. Patrick’s in Savannah, where
he's a lector. And there, they have discov-
ucd more role models.

.. you happen to see couples and faml
lies thal fit the classic mode you see in TV
shows,” Mark sasid. “They all come to
church together. They all sit together and
i,0ld hands the husband kisses his wife dur-
ing the greeting. That stands out in my
mind — families that aren’t afraid to show
love for each other.”

In Ithaca, Jay True, 40, of Immaculate
Conception Parish, admires couples who
scem “in sync” with each other. His com-
posite role model would be a couple who
shares things, “couples that build things to-
gether, be it family or good works,” and

couples who enjoy each other’s interests, _

whether or not they share in them.

“We're learning,” he said, adding that he
has come to understand the term “part-
nership,” in his fouryear marriage to

Sandy. One person can’t be committed. It
takes two.”

They had a hard time conceiving a child,
Jay noted, and suffered through second
thoughts and long dealings with medical

professionals. The happy news is that “‘“‘i

Newlyweds Steven and Betty King,
shown here, say such couples as
Wes and Lynn Kennison of Geneseo
are inspiring to them.

Alexander was born two months ago.

“We're thrilled,” Jay said.

Sandy (nee Meek), 41, was raised as an
only child, and appreciates her husband’s
“strong sense of community” and that he
has a family that “celebrates everything to-
gether.”

She converted 1o Catholicism a few years
ago from Presbyterianism, after studying

with Jay as her RCIA mentor.

Jeffrey and Kelly Knight of Pittsford,
who married Nov. 9, 1996, at St. Mary’s
Church in Canandaigua, wouldn't think of
making a major decision without consult-
ing their parents.

“I know we both look to our parents,”
Kelly said. “Both sets were very good role
models.”

When she and Jeffrey met, she said she
was impressed that, “Here we were two peo-
ple with the same religion, our parents were
together, and very strong in their marriages.

“We talk about our parents a lot and talk
to our parents a lot. We rely a lot on them
for support for us,” Kelly, 25, said.

Jeffrey, 29, admitted that, “Since we have

‘been speaking about marriage, I probably

have more respect than in the past. . .-You
start doing it yourself and reahze itisn'tal-
ways that easy.”

Their parents, Pat and Dick Rohret of
Canandaigua and Ellen.and Glenn Knight
of Pittsford, have been married about 34
and 36 years, respectively.

“I would hope we are just as loving as
they are and willing to show it, in 34 years,”

Kelly said.

Dave Johnson, 39, of Liverpool, said he’s
noticed that many other people just don’t
seem to get past problems, but his parents,
Charles and Patricia _]ohnson of Holley,
have in their 45 years of marnage

“They stand out in my mind,” he said.
“They always look for the .-

Dave married Kathy Ganey Johnson Oct.
5, 1996, in St. Joseph's Church in Weed-
sport. Their good friends, Mary Beth
Duffy-Hasenauer and Tom Hasenauer of
Manchester, were approved as their mar-
riage preparation counselors, Kathy said.

“We've known each other 21 years,”
Kathy, 39, said of Mary Beth, a friend from
their days at Le Moyne College in Syracuse.
Ever since the couple married 13 years ago,
she said, she’s admired what they have.

“I can best describe it as respect and com-
munication they share. Those are the two
big things,” she said. “Their level of com-
munication, their familiarity with each oth-
er because of the years they've shared ... it
is that openness in the house and you cer-
tainly feel it.”

A Waterloo couple, Tonimarie Costanti-
no, 22, and Jason Hergert, 23, married
Aug. 16, 1996, at St. Patrick’s Church in
Seneca Falls, also look at examples set by
their marriage preparation counselors, as

well as their parents and grandparents — -

who have been married 50 years.

“I think that’s a long time to be married,”
Tonimarie said of her grandparents.
“They’re a wonderful example of what mar-
riage can be.”

Her grandfather, Tony Carnevale of St.
Patrick’s Parish, recorded advice for them
on their wedding video.

“He told us to love each other no matter
what, always be strong, think about every-
thing we do and what the consequences will
be,” she said. Tonimarie also looks to
friends Vince and Janet Enos at St. Patrick’s
Parish as role models.

“Their children and their families are
their priorities,” Tonimarie’said, noting the
couple tuins down many an invitation to
go out, m order to spend time with their
two children.

And, noted Jason, “They respect each
other’s space. They realize you don’t have to

be constantly involved in each other’s lives.”

When Vince is out fixing cars in his
garage, he said, “it cuts off time they're
both together but she goés along with that.”

He also pointed to Joe and Anne Denny,
who teach religious education with them,
and who spoke at their marriage prepara-
tion sessions.

“They're very understanding of each .
other, the way they talk and explain their re-
lationship,” he said. “They seem relaxed,
Iaid back, nothing really shocks them.”

These role models, and countless others,
are helping accomplish what the
Cathechism of the Catholic Church pre-
scribes:

“So that the ‘I do’ of the spouses may be
a free and responsible act and so that the
marriage covenant may have solid and last-
ing human and Christian foundations,
preparation for marriage is of prime im-
portance,” it states.

“The example and teaching given by par-
ents and families remain the special form
of this preparation.

“The role of pastors and of the Christ-
ian commumty as the ‘family of God’ is in-
dispensable ....

Such examples are vital “because there is
so much divorce nowadays,” said Father Ray-
mond Booth of St. Paul’s Church in Web-
ster. He tries to highlight such role models
when meeting with engaged couples.

“If it applies, I hold up the parents or
grandparents to them,” he said.

Additionally, 12 couples on St. Paul’s mar-
riage preparation tcams serve as examples.
And their work means a lot to him, he said.

“Years ago the priest would do the mar-
Hage preparation en masse,” the pastor ex-
plained. “Literally we’d have 50 to 100 cou-
ples come together, which just is not a good
situation.”

Now couples spend some 10 hours over
a weekend or a few weeks in marriage
preparation, face-to-face in small groups
with a couple and then with themselves.

What they take home, he said, “is the fact
that after all these years they (the present-
ing couples) still enjoy each other, still are
good friends and laugh together and enjoy
a good time together, that it’s never grown
old, the love they have for each other.”
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Announcements Help Wanted Office Equipment Appliance Repair instruction Painting

ADOPTIONS The Catholic C G XEROX PERSONAL COPIER We M;kg & Schools & Wallqoverlng

Courier does not publish adop- AREGIVERS 5202, desksize, like new. Used House Soprano Art Studios: Classes AL MEYVIS, JR. Basement

tion advertising. To obtain a list FREE HOME very little. $80. 716-482-8069. - Calls start Jan. 13th. All media ex-  walls repaired/painted. interior

%foiige?ggﬁz ;23; tifrzwpear :r'\'tish rre—— t" 5 plored. Mon-Thurs. after school; painting. Home Repairs. Small
b EA ; anted 10 Su . CIR Sat. $650 per 1-1/2 hour. Pot-.  jobs: welcome. Certified, free

a?;lmrf;ifiz-?:;ga eggsgct;qei: HEALTH AIDE —s — y ?“‘;f;‘,f;}ﬁt{‘,ﬁ"{}d‘?‘m - fory. fdr_adults: Mon. eves.  est. 323-2876 or 392-4435.

list may send information to TRAINING ﬂl&rﬁpﬂ'ﬂ gllthlltﬁ 7164826111 MHandt%;?';‘geggg?gm%?ners BUHG-MASTER )

the Catholic Courier. Join the agency who Top cash paid for old wood fur- . : ) PAINTING/PAPERHANGING,

has provided 30 years niture, clocks, glass and china, . . Mason texture ceilings, walls, ceilings
PROFESSIONAL COUNSEL- of quality service. ?&ﬁ%kﬁﬁ%jﬁ&;ﬁ dO_nc Ceiling Repair 2 repaired, rugs shampooed. In-

ING FROM a faith perspective.
Marriage/indiv. Martin Lynch
716-232-4675.

Business
Opportunities

WORK FROM HOME Part-

time hours, fuil-time pay. Fun,

simple, profitabie. Take action
now. 716-453-8617.

Miscellaneous

* 2 bonuses annually

* Health insurance
available

* Flexible hours

» Competitive wages

CLASSES START

FEBRUARY 10TH
Call Today
716-242-0070

DJ MUSIC FOR parties, wed-
dings, anniversaries, birth-
days. Call Joe at Didames
Tunes. 716-473-5411.

REVEREND MOTHER
MAKES HOUSE CALLS! For
comic relief, give her a ring at
716-442-4363.

: GENERAL <

Help Wanted

PT/FT HOUSEKEEPING AS-
SISTANT Please call
716-586-1000 and leave your
name and telephone number.

DO YOU often
urge friends': ,
and relatives to ||
sample Courier

features?
" Why not get
paid for it? -

Call Lenna at
-716-328-4340. -
to learn about '
joining our
telesales ‘

‘We make house calls.
647-2480

NATIVITY SCENE FIGURES -
approximately 1-2 feet high.

Also stable if
716-621-2006.

available.

Apartments
Unfurnished

MIDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER.
walk to shopping. On a direct busiine.
Studio $299 One Bedroom $358
All utilities included. Section 8 accepted.
Monthly Mass Services
475 East Broad St. 546-3650

Aduit Care

LOVING CARE FOR SE-
NIORS Companionship, house-
keeping, cooking, transportation
& more. Friendly companions
you can trust! Serving the area
for 6 yrs. Call for info/brochure.
716-586-4320.

- TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-

INGS.9’ x 12’ ceiling only $59.
Water Damage, drywall, plas-
ter repairs. Quality work; rea-

AMERICAN
MASONRY & CHIMNEY

CHIMNEY

sured, powerwashing. Dan
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827.

PAINTING: NEAT, RELIABLE,
experienced, quality work,
many satisfied customers. Call
John 716-544-0593.

sonable prices. 716-392-5076. MSEFWICF
Electricians 663-7360
_NOLAN _ Moving & Hauling
ELECTRIC e
FoR ALLYoun ELEcTRCAL NEEDS | |G, mlzi Loy
Sarving Rochester & Suounding Areas Exm'.agemm’in offtee
Licensed & Fully insured household moving and
TS | detiveries.
716-292-1538 @ Big ar Small, We do the All?
- : 493.6610/4734357
23 Arlington St. Rochester NY 14607
NYDOT#9657
Heating &
Air Conditioning
Hicks Home Heating

Call us for Winter Comfort!
Heat & Air Conditioning
Specialists
+ Sales - Service - Installation
Family Ouned & Operated

4244848




