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Call to Action 
Continued from page 1 .-
Vitale said. 

Vilale remarked that he doesn't under
stand how Call to Action members can le
gitimately call themselves Catholic and si
multaneously oppose the pope. 

"Either they're listening to the Holy Fa
ther or not. And if you're not, then you 
can't be a Catholic," Vitale said. 

Father Ronald Harley countered that 
critics of Call to Action don't accept die no
tion that as society changes, Catholics must 
also move forward instead of backward. 

"You can't put die toodipaste back in the 
tube," said-Father Harley, pastor at St. Fran
cis de Sales Church in Geneva. 

Father Harley, who attended Novem
ber's Call to Action conference, cited die 
priest shortage as an issue that cries for 
change in Vatican policy. 

"We need to expand our understanding 
of priesthood and ordained ministry, to 
make it a gender-neutral issue," he said. 

Father Edward Palumbos — who also 
traveled to Detroit — said he has supported 
Call to Action from its beginning, when he 
saw a 1976 newspaper headline: "Cadiolics 
Call for Married Clergy." 

"I was on a Marriage Encounter week
end. It was kind of ironic," said Father 
Palumbos, pastor of St. Charles Borromeo 
Church in Greece. 
• Fadier Palumbos maintained that advo
cacy for marriea clergy is not radical, point
ing out diat celibacy was not required of 
priests in the early centuries of die Catholic 
Church. 

A reexamination of sexuality was among 
the issues at the inaugural 1976 Call to Ac
tion conference held in Detroit. Sponsored 
by the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, this conference laid the ground
work for the current Call to Action organi
zation formed in 1978. 

However, the U.S. bishops as a group Bid 
not continue to support the sweeping ref 
form proposals that emerged from the 
1976 conference. As a result, die Call to Ac
tion movement was largely limited to the 
Chicago area until 1990, when the group 
took out a full-page ad in The New York 
Times reiterating its call.for church reform. 
The ad was signed by 4,500 Catholics. 

From mere, regional Call to Action chap 
ters began to emerge across die country. A 
national Call to Action conference was 
staged in 1993 and drew 2,800 people; the 
conference was held annually in. Chicago 
until it moved to Detroit diis past Novem
ber. 

Kayo Hull, a parishioner at St. Michael's 
Church in Penn Yan, suggested that the 
Vatican has been quiedy involved in sup
pressing Call to Action's growth over the 
last 20 years. 

"The impression I get is that the recom
mendations of 1976 were permanently 
buried — and purposely buried," said Hull, 
who attended the Detroit conference along 
with Fadier Peter Deckman, St. Michael's 
co-pastor. "In 1976 die doors were opened. 
Somebody came around and shut diem." 

A spokesperson for the United States 
Cadiolic Conference disagreed, saying diat 
die Call to Action group formed in 1978 
does not fully represent die U.S. bishops' 
sentiment diat led to die 1976 conference. 

Sister Mary Ann Walsh, RSM, said that 
many strides have been made on objectives 
raised at the 1976 conference in such areas 
as poverty, racial equality, and peace and 
justice. 

"At the time, those were very controver
sial issues," Sister Walsh said. 

On die other hand, Sister Walsh said die 
current Call to Action agenda targets dis
agreements widi papal decisions — "inter
nal" matters, she said, as opposed to "ex
ternal" issues, 

Pieczynski agreed diat U.S. bishops have 
displayed little public backing of Call to Ac

tion in recent years. She noted that only one 
current head bishop of any diocese — Bish
op Raymond Lucker of New Ulm, Minn. — 
was present in Detroit in November. 

"There's a lot of fear out there," Pieczyn
ski contended. 

Similar tension among . Nebraska 
Cadiolics struck a raw nerve nationally last 
year. According to Msgr. Timodiy Thorn-
burn, chancellor of the Lincoln diocese, 
Bishop Bruskewitz's edict was in response 
to a Call to Action group that celebrated a 
Mass without using rites and creeds of die 
Roman Cadiolic liturgy. 

Msgr. Thornburn added diat such 
groups as die Freemasons and Cadiolics 
for a Free Choice were also targeted in Bish
op Bruskewitz's announcement. These 
groups, according to Msgr. Thornburn, 
were to be excommunicated if they did not 
cease Uieir activity by May 15. 

Currendy, he said, Call to Action mem
bership in the Lincoln diocese ranges from 
20 to 30 people who meet in participants' 
homes. He said that some members 
"proudly say they were excommunicated." 

He added diat diose who are excommu
nicated would be welcomed back into the 
church if they ceased involvement widi Call 
to Action and received the sacrament of 
penance. 

Msgr. Thornburn said he was "very 
much surprised" by die national media at
tention, but he has been pleased widi die 
feedback. 

Yet Pieczynski stated that she, also, has 
benefited from die publicity. She said the 
flap has caused membership to rise by 
5,000 people in die last year to a total of 
18,000 registered members. 

James Likoudis, former president of 
Cadiolics United for the Faith, supported 
Bishop Bruskewitz's action. 

"He has die responsibility to straighten 
out crooked dunking," remarked Likoudis, 
of Montour Falls in Schuyler County. 

Call to Action supporters, Likoudis 

charged, have reached "a theological dead 
end with nowhere else to go except out of 
the church." He said that priests who sup-
porjjCall to Action are men who "place 
themselves in spiritual jeopardy" and 
"would pose a problem for the bishop." 

Bishop Clark stated that he cannot en
dorse any proposal that directly opposes 
Vatican rulings. 

"I have a serious responsibility to articu
late the position by the Holy Fadier. I stand 
widi him on that judgment," Bishop Clark 
said. 

Yet the bishop does not believe that Call 
to Action members should be labeled as 
dissidents. He also disagrees sharply widi 
some dioceses' policies diat discourage Call 
to Action activities. 

"In my opinion, in diis era of die church, 
if we are going to sin we should sin on the 
sfde of inclusiveness and dialogue, and 
search for concern and deeper under
standing —radier dian sin on the side of ex-
clusiveness and die premature termination 
of conversation," Bishop Clark stated. 

On the other hand, Vitale charged that 
Call to Action members put dieir personal 
agendas ahead of church teachings. 

"There's a difference between what / 
think, feel and want and what Christ wants," 
Vitale remarked. 

Vitale said he hopes Call to Action mem
bers will attend die next Call to Holiness 
conference. 

"We welcome Call to Action people, so 
diey can hear what diey forgot — or never 
learned," Vhale^aid. 

Despite sharply differing philosophies, 
Pieczynski is hopeful that the opposing 
sides can someday achieve mutual under
standing. She pondered what Jesus would 
do if he were to return to eardi and visit 
both Detroit conferences. 

"Maybe he'd yell at both of us, saying, 
'Why are you so caught up in die rules? I 
said to go feed my lambs, feed my sheep,'" 
she remarked. 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to 
the Catholic Courier. 

PROFESSIONAL COUNSEL
ING FROM" a faith perspective. 
Marriage/I ndiv. Martin Lynch 
716-232-4675. 

Card of Thanks 

THANK YOU ST JUDE, 
Joseph, Blessed Mother and 
all saints for favors received. 
VC. 

TO ST. JUDE: Thank you for 
many favors. JMR 

Miscellaneous 

REVEREND MOTHER 
MAKES HOUSE CALLS! For 
comic relief, give her a ring at 
716-442-4363. 

Help Wanted 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 
TO provide administrative sup
port/secretarial services to se
nior level management. Devel
op agendas, set/attend meet
ings, compose correspon
dence/minutes, maintain cal
endars/committee rosters as 
well as routine clerical duties. 
AAS degree, 5-7 years exp. 
(mm. 3 years as Exec. Sec). 
Word for Windows with min. 
80 wpm required. Excellent 
communications skills. Active 
member of a Roman Catholic 
Faith Community preferred. 
Resume with cover letter by 
1/31/97 to: Ms. Donna Carelli, 
Diocese of Rochester, 1150 
Buffalo Rd., 14624. 

Help Wanted 

CAREGIVERS 

FREE HOME 
HEALTH AIDE 

TRAINING 
Join the agency who 
has provided 30 years 
of quality service. 
• 2 bonuses annually 
• Health insurance 

available 
• Flexible hours 
• Competitive wages 

CLASSES START 
FEBRUARY 10TH 

Call Today 
716-242-0070 

Situations Wanted 

WILL CARE FOR elderly. 
Days, nights, weekends. Live-
in avail. Ref., exp., reliable. 
716-247-8600. 

Adult Care Masonry 

?MEKCHMHSE!1 

Wanted to Buy 

jflnrtltm's antiques 
Top cash paid for old wood fur
niture, clocks, glass and china, 
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One 
item or complete household. 
We make house calls. 

647-2480 

LOVING CARE FOR SE
NIORS Companionship, 
housekeeping, cooking, trans
portation & more. Friendly 
companions you can trust! 
Serving the area for 6 yrs. Call 
for info/brochure. 
716-586-4320. 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59. 
Water Damage, drywall, plas
ter repairs. Quality work; rea
sonable prices. 716-392-5076. 

Electricians 

A 865-4170 

AMERICAN 
MASONRY & CHIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

A l l MASONRY WORK 

663-7360 

Moving & Hauling 

Houses 

DO YOU often 
urge friends 

and relatives to 
sample Courier 

features? 
Why not get 
paid for it? 

Call Lenna at 
716-328-4340 
to learn about 

joining our 
telesales. 

team. 

5 BEDROOM, 1-1/2 bath 
home in Brighton. New AC, 
roof, large deck. $132,500. 
Call Betty Burruto 
716-248-0220. VM 280. 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

fM6 
NOLAN 
ELECTRIC 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS 

Serving Rochester S Surmundng Areas 

Licensed & Fully Insured 

E«| 716-292-1538 © 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

% or Small. Wr Ho Ihr AU! 

473^610/473-*357 
'2S ArlbiKimrSi. RorheMcr NY I4(>07 

NYDOT«'.HiS7 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

BURG-MASTER 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, wails, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. In
sured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

PAINTING: NEAT, RELIABLE, 
experienced, quality work, 
many satisfied customers. Call 
John 716-544-0593. 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR. Basement 
walls repaired/painted. Interior 
painting. Home Repairs. Small 
jobs welcome. Certified, free 
est. 323-2876 or 392-4435. 

BERNARD K.BAYER & SOI 
M asterPajnteffl \_ f > ^ ' V 
Pairthg 6 W alfraper ^ -

W ood Fziiihiig and Gutters 
Alirn ivum DooisandW iidow t 

Est. 1952 (716)381-081: 

to advertise in the 
Courier classifeds 

MIDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER 

Convienent Downtown Location, 
walk to shopping. On a direct busline. 

Studio $299 One Bedroom $359 
All utilities included. Section 8 accepted. 

Monthly Mass Services 
475 East Broad St 546-3850 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Winter Comfort! 
Heat & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 
424-4848 

PT/FT HOUSEKEEPING AS
SISTANT Please call 
716-586-1000 and leave your 
name and telephone number. 

Lodging to Share 

TO SHARE WITHM/F: 3 bed
room house, large yard, 
kitchen/laundry privileges, off-
street parking. Furnished/un
furnished. $350/mo includes 
utilities. Available immediately. 
Call John 716-392-7436. 

Instruction 
& Schools 

Soprano Art Studios: Class
es start Jan. 13th. All media 
explored. Mon-Thurs. after 
school; Sat. $6.50 per 1-1/2 
hour. Pottery for adults: Mon. 
eves. Hand-building and pot
ter's wheel. Call 716-227' 
9070. 

,'T -"Tb'sadver{is(B in-the Courierelassifief^fiff out'. tyf^-. 
;.' "" Coupon andnjail to: CatjhoHc'Coune^^'7; § J 
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