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Week's events highlight life's spectrum 
I had lunch today with our Priests' Per­

sonnel Board, whose members conducted 
•their monthly meeting at Sacred Heart at 
the invitation of Father Tom Mull, board 
member and pastor of Sacred Heart Cathe­
dral. Thev are a delightful group, and I en­
joyed those moments of leisure with them 
before they started their meeting and I 
went back to a project on which I was work­
ing. 

During the course of die lunch, we spent 
time talking about their experience of ad­
dressing die health-care proxy issue in their 
parishes diis past weekend. All of die pas­
tors at table found it to be a constructive 
and rewarding endeavor. Many parishioners 
took home health-care proxy forms and ex­
pressed gratitude to Uieir pastors for raising 
the issue in sensitive and thoughtful ways. 

My impression from the luncheon con­
versation was that a good number of peo­
ple, who otherwise might never have done 
so, will soon be designating health-care 
proxies. Further, I got the sense that parish 
activity around the issue started lots of peo­
ple thinking about proxies and related mat­
ters. 

As you know if you read last week's 
Along the Way, I had not done much more 
than think about the possibility of designat­
ing a healdi-care proxy until we developed 
this parish initiative. Last week I told you 
that the initiative got me thinking about a 
proxy more seriously than I had ever done 

and that I had definitely decided to do it. 
Let me update you by saying that I have 
die almost-completed designation form on 
my desk and expect to have the work done 
by die time I sit to write this column next 
week. 

I had another experience this week that 
drew my attention to the opposite end of 
life's spectrum and in doing so made me 
glad once again that our community of 
faidi is committed to a concern for life at 
all its stages. The experience was a conver­
sation with my niece, Jane, during which 
she asked me if I would like to see a sono­
gram image of the new baby she and Scott 
are expecting in early May. 

As you might guess, I said I would be 
thrilled to see it. And, indeed I was. It was­
n't die first time I had seen a sonogram im­
age, but it was the first time that I remem­
ber being so touched by what I saw. I am 
sure that there was a note of awe in it for 
me because, aldiough I never saw an image 

of Jane in her mother's womb, I remember 
Jane from the day of her birth in the midst 
of the blizzard that ended 1969 and have 
been delighted to observe her growth in 
the years since then. 

Another part of what so engaged me in 
the moment was a sense of wonder at die 
incredible advances made in medical tech­
nology and research, advances that hold 
such incredible possibilities for die health 
and well-being of people like Jane and Scott 
and their baby, you and me and the whole 
human family. 

Most of all, I think, the experience of­
fered a special reminder of the mystery 
thait is human life. It spoke to me of its won­
der, its strength, its frailty, its potential, its 
relational quality and its utter beauty. I am 
grateful to Jane for such a thoughtful gift. 

I should add for the more curious 
among readers that I did not learn from 
the sonogram the gender of this develop­
ing child. Although I do not recall Jane and 
Scott saying so explicitly, I left their home 
with the very strong impression that they 
know but are not volunteering the informa­
tion to others. That is perfectly fine widi 
me. I would much rather wait for the mo­
ment. Besides, I have already told you that 
my non-scientific but certain conviction is 
that the new baby will be the seventh-con­
secutive, beautiful female child born in our 
family. 

Peace to all. 

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, February 2nd • Noon to 2:00 p.m. 
Special Classroom Displays • Informal Discussions with Faculty 

• Free Ice Cream Sundaes • 
• Registration at Open House and throughout February • 

Recording Artist Chris Hadlock will be at Open House 
to sell & autograph his newest CD. Proceeds benefit St. Josaphat's. 

LOW TUITION RATES 
- K - 8 -

S1738 tor 1 Child Only S2,0'J2 tor 2 Children 
S22bi for 3 Children Oniv $2,378 for 4 or more Children 
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A QUALITY EDUCATION IN A CARING, STABLE ENVIRONMENT 
• Individual attention to every child • Dedicated, certified teachers 
• USDA-approved hot lunch program • Full-day kindergarten 
• Full curriculum plus established 2nd language program • Traditional family values 
• Close relationship between teachers, parents and students 

St. Josaphat's Catholic School 
Pre-K thru Grade 8 g 

910 Ridge Road East at Station Lane, Irondequoit " 
Please call Sister Bemitta, S.S.M.I., Principal ^ 

Phone: 266-8700 
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HOW DO YOU VvANT 
TO BE REMEMBERED? 

A British knighthood. The Nobel Prize. A museum of your life's 
possessions. A street named after you. Your own scholarship fund. The 
Medal of Honor. An eponymous TV sitcom. Your handprints in wet 

cement. A ship bearing your name. The Pulitzer Prize. An Academy Award. 
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WOULD YOU SETTLE FOR A SIMPLE "THANK YOU?* 
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