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In the course of his remarks, the pope ”

gave special attention to the efforts of the
United Nations, with which the Vatican
has clashed on some matters in the past.

Agencies such as the United Nations
are essential to promoting peace, the
pope said.

Experience worldwide has shown that
wars, while seeming to “solve” the prob-
lems which cause them, leave other prob-
lems in their wake that impede peace, the
pope said.

“Awareness of this should gncourage
peoples, nations and states onte and for
all to rise above the ‘culture of war,”” Pope
John Paul said, explaining that the use of
arms to solve problems and to prove su-
premacy are part of this culture.

Developing a “culture of peace” is all
the more urgent in a time when increas-
ingly sophisticated technology for de-
struction is available, the pope said.

The pope began his message by noting
that “only three years separate us from
the dawn of a new millennium.”

“This time of expectation is a time for
reflection, inviting us to make an assess-
ment, as it were, of mankind’s journey in
the sight of God, the kord of history.”

The United Nations was the only orga-
nization apart from the church men-
tioned by name in the entire 16-page mes-
sage.

The pope said that “it seems fitting to
hope that the means at (the U.N;,’s) dis-
posal will be appropriately reviewed in or-
der to enable that organization to face ef—
fectively the new challenges of our time.”

Pope John Paul also praised the estab-
lishment of war crimes tribunals and oth-
er investigative bodies “as a first step to-
ward reconciliation.”

And he supported the granting of
amnesty in some cases in which people
have publicly admitted to committing
crimes during turbulent times, as long as
it serves “the fundamental good of con-

CNS photo from Reuters

Pope John Paul Il reads his homily during Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica marking

the feast of the Mot

f God and World Peace Day Jan. 1. The pope prayed for

forgiveness to fill everyorg’s hearts to bring peace to the world.

solidating peace” and promotes improved
relations between opposing groups.

When reparations are made or justice
meted out, the pope said, these must be
done in the interest of reintegrating the
wrongdoers into society or the communi-
ty of nations.

“No punishment can suppress the in-
alienable dignity of those who have com-
mitted evil,” he, explained. “The door to
repentance and rehabilitation must always

remain open.”
*Alluding to the recent end of conflicts
and lasting injustices such as in Bosnia-
Herzegovina and South Africa, Pope John
Paul stressed that reconciliation is essen-
tial to creating a durable peace. This does
not rule out penalties for crimes, he said,
but it means people should forgive the
perpetrators in their hearts.
When such forgiveness is lackmg,
‘wounds ¢ontinue to fester, fuelling in the

“When so many
of our brothers
and sisters are

suffering, we
cannot remain
indifferent!”

younger generation endless resentment,
producing a desire for revenge and caus-
ing fresh destruction,” the pope said. “Of-
fering and accepting forgiveness is the es-
sential condition for making the journey
toward authentic and lasting peace.”
Forgiveness “can seem contrary to hu-
man logic,” he continued. “But forgive-

ness is inspired by the logic of love, that

love which God has for every man and
woman, for every people and nation, and
for the' whole human family.”

The pope noted that recent advances
in agriculture, technology and other in-
dustries have made possible the expan-
sion of human knowledge and brought
hope and a higher standard of living to
millions of people. *

He warned, however, that materialism
and “a growing contempt for human life”
threaten morality and solidarity.

Discrimination, poverty and war have
forced many people to the margins of so-
ciety, the pope said.

“Faced with situations like these, in-
volving real human tragedies, some peo-
ple prefer simply to close their eyes, tak-
ing refuge in indifference,” he noted.
“Theirs is the attitude of Cain: ‘Am I my
brother’s keeper?’

. “But the church has the duty to remind
everyone of God’s severe admonishment:
‘What have you done? The voice of your
brother’s blood is crying to me from the
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Announcements Wanted to Buy~ Electrlcians
ADOPTIONS The Catholic T . 8
Courier does not publish ﬁlﬂl’l[?!l 8 gﬂﬂﬂutﬂ NOLAN -
adoption advertising. To obtain | Top cash paid for old wood fur- ELECTRIC AMERICAN
a list of agencies that serve niture, clocks, glass and china, Foa At Your ELECTRICAL NEEDS MASONRY & ONIMNEY‘

birth mothers and adoptive
parents, call 716-328-4340.
Agencies wishing to be includ-
ed on this list may send infor-

sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One
item or complete household.
We make house calls.

Rochester & Surmounding Areas
Licensed & Fully Insured

. nease (O

647-2480

mation to the Catholic Courier.

CHIMNEY

663-7360

Miscellaneous YAEGER
- i EREIGGY
EVEREND MOTHER " ot o e .
MAKES HOUSE CALLS! For Lodging to Share e s
comic relief, give her a ring at - .
716-442-4363. TO SHARE WITH M/F: 3 bed- Trouble Shoofing + Service Upgrade
room house, large vyard, Control Wiring » Commercial Maintenance
kitchenflaundry privileges, off- (716)265-1966 * 147 Route 104, Ontario
street parking. Fumished/un-
furnished. $350/mo includes
Help Want utilities. Available immediately.
epra ed - Call John 716-392-7436. Heatlng &
*ATTN: ROCHESTER* Postal R
positions. Clerks and sorters. Air Conditioning
No experience required. Ben- 5° <
efits. geor exam, salary and - Hicks Home Heatmg i
testing information, call: Appliance Repair Call us for Winie# Comfort!
1-6120-205'5570 ext. 5678 8 i Heat & Air Conditioning
amto 8 pm. , Specialists
We Make - Sales - Sfr::m:e + Installation
Help Wanted - Part ﬁ House Calls Family Owned & Operated
Time K & T 4244848
TUTCS)RS: I?IEE HOUSHS, Certi- SEW & VAC REPA]R CIR
fied Special Educ., Secondary 724 Winton Rd. N. Instruction
Subjects. 716-244-9155.
] 716-482-6111 & Schools
gOPRANO ART STUDIOS:
Musical Instruments A lasses start Jan. 13th. all
Ceiling Repair media explored. Mon-Thurs.

TROMBONE: BLESSING
.525 bore tenor in excellent
condition, includes case $400.
CLARINET: Yamaha with
case, very good condition.
$175. 716-586-1912.

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-
INGS 9" x 12’ ceiling only $59.
Water Damage, drywall, plas-
ter repairs. Quality work; rea-
sonable prices. 716-392-5076.

after school; Sat. $6.50 per 1-
1/2 hour. Pottery for aduits:
Mon. eves. Hand-building and
potter's wheel. Call 716-227-
9070

Moving & Hauling Roofing Siding
: ‘& Gutters
K’D MOVing & ’ P
Storage, Inc.
,Fxper:mvkc’c in office, h Guml cL‘A.'.“
‘;:ll::m‘ moving an Rl"l.
Big or Small, We do the All! New Heavy-Duty Aluminum
- 14’§:uss10/47:;435:’7 & Galvanized Gutters
23 Adington S1. Rochester 1446
Hvborens? | | Bernard K. Bayer & Son
est. 1952  (716) 381-0812
Painting
& Wallcovering

AL MEYVIS, JR. Basement
walls repaired/painted. Interior
painting. Home Repairs. Small
jobs weicome. Certified, free
est. 323-2876 or 392-4435.

PAINTING: NEAT, RELI-
ABLE, experienced, quality
work, many satisfied cus-
tomers, Call: John
716-544-0593.

BernarD K. Bayer & Son
aster Painters
Painting & Woillpaper

Wood Finishing and Gutters
Aluminum Doors ond Windows

osl. 1952  (716) 381-0812
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