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to. If he wants me to do more in
my life, I guess he’ll make it
happen somehow.”

”Iwosscored Ididn’tknow
whatwasgoingon,” Brian
recalled of the night he |
underwent emergency brain
surgery at Rochester’s Strong
Memorial Hospital.

Brian, 17, had undergone
testing for severe headaches over
a two-month period. One evening
last April, a doctor called him at
home and told him to get to the
hospital immediately.

‘Two surgeries revealed that Bri-
an had a tumor the size of a golf
ball. Brian and his family endured
some tense moments during the
operations because the
tumor was in the center
of his brain.

Fortunately, the tumor
was benign and not life-
threatening. It was
shrunk conmderably
through a series of
radiation treatments
after the exploratory
surgenes and Brian’s
prognosis is now
excellent. ,

After surviving this
harrowing experience,
Brian said he became mo-
tivated to help other
severely ill children. So,
for his Eagle Scout
project, he conducted a
book drive last summer to .
benefit the Children’s
Hospital at Strong.
Brian’s efforts netted
more than 3,800 books
along with a number of
videotapes and cassettes.

Hospltal officials, Brian
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recalled, “didn’t know what to do
with them all. I filled up a whole
room with boxes.”

Brian, a parishioner at St.
Margaret Mary Church in
Irondequoit, said he’ll never
forget the other sick children he
got to know at the hospital.

“There were little kids who had

been home maybe a week in their

whole life,” Brian said. “When 1
was done with my surgery, I was a
lot better than they ever were — or
ever will be.”

This awareness has left Brian
with a new-found appreciation for
his own good health.

“I've gained a lot more respect

.for life, and for myself. It shows

how short life can be,” he said. “I
can run, swim, go out with my

Brian Quinn has collected nearly 4,000 books for
the children at Strong Memorial Hospital.
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Adult Courses
. CIasslqal ‘Music
Feb. 24 - Apr. 28 (10 sessions)
Feo: $95
+ Seli-Esteem & Peak Performance
- Feb. 24 - Mar, 24 (5 sessions)
Fee: $60

Jan. 28 - Apr. 8 (10 sessions)
Fee: $75

« Navigating the Internet
Jan. 28; Feb. 25; Mar. 18; Apr. 22
(Choose 1 session.)

* Introduction to Sign Language & Deafness
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Just for Kids

* French'for Children
Feb. 1 - Apr. 19 (10 sessions)
Feé: $85

» Cartooning & Narrative Art

Jan. 25 - Mar. 22 (8 sessions)
Fee: $65

» Keyboarding for Kids
Mar. 1 - Apr. 26 (8 sessions)
Fee: $60

* Saturday Art for Children
Feb. 8 - Apr. 12 (7 sessions)
Fee: $75

o L'italiano Per i Piccoli li

: rkshop Feb. 1 - Mar. 22 (7 sessions
. V\’I:eel?nﬁ &errvv;gm For more information, Fea: $65 - @ )
at Midiife call 389-2050. « *NEW: Spanish for Children
Mar. 6 (1 session) Other non-credit Feb. 1 - Apr. 19 (10 sessions)
Fee:$15 . courses are available. Fae: $85
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Shella Hayes, with the support of her fam||y and

brother Shamus, s_u_rvnved leukemia.
friends — it’s incredible.”

'

“Notadaygoes by ythat|
don‘tthinka um Sheila
said of her bout with leukemla
that began 11 years ago, at the
age of 13.

Sheila spent the better part of
'two years at Strong Memorial
Hospital undergoing treatments.

“I used to cry at night, thinking
I'd never see myself grown up,”
said Sheila, from St. Theodore’s
Church in Gates. “It was a
nightmare. I wouldn’t wish it
upon my worst-enemy.”

However, Sheila’s cancer cells -
disappeared while she was still a -

. teenager, even though her disease
~ has a high death rate.

“The doctors are calling it 2 mur-
acle, because ever since then I've
never had a relapse,” Sheila said.

Sheila’s ordeal has sparked a
tight bond within her family. She
pointed out that family members
often used to greet each other
with a casual “What’s up” — but
now they offer frequent
exchanges of hugs, kisses and “I
love you.”
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§ “Daniel & The Lions,” performed by
‘ ? Ensemble for Early Music

' ’ Saturday, January 25
é )» January

é 8:00 PM
§ Tickets: $25
&

é are brought to life in this

z ) spectacular music-drama based
on the Old Testament story.

? N\ Nazareth College

Arts Center

A\

2 4245 East Avenue * Rochester, NY 14618-3790
T T T eSO ST s teeSeSESS

STTTTTTSTETTETETES®ESD

War, intrigue, processions and
passions of the medieval world

Sheila noted that
she enjoys a special
relationship with

her brother

Shamus, 17.

“I think this
changed him to be

a sensitive person

— a more aware,

caring kid,” Sheila

remarked.
That sensitivity
began at a young
age. Shamus
recalled having to de-
fend Sheila’s
appearance to
schoolmates following
her chemotherapy
treatments.

“It made me feel sad when
people made fun of my sister
because she had no hair,” Shamus
said.

In recent years, Shamus has
given several testimonies about
his sister’s illness at diocesan
retreats and conventions. His
main thrust, he said, centers on

‘the value of perseverance.

“Sheila has lived out her own
message of never giving up.
There’s a chance for everyone, but
people tend to give up easily,”
said Shamus, a member of the
Diocesan Youth Committee

Because she has successfu\}ly
fended off a severe form of
cancer, Sheila said she maintains a
day-in, day-out appreciation for
her good fortune.

“I will never, ever take anything
— or anyone — for granted,” Sheila
concluded.

Coming Next
Week:
Foreign exchange
students

Box Office: 389-2170
Groups: 424-2979
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