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Simple illusttations appeal to,die 
youngest of children Ages 2-6 (MR) 

Children help us see season's joy 
The Christmas season is here and my 

daughter, Teresa, has again arranged all die 
figures from die creche on our piano. 
Three ceramic carolers, a wooden nut­
cracker, Frosty die Snowman and Santa 
have converged on her manger scene. Tere­
sa dien begins an elaborate tale of a pretty 
angel, diree kings on white horses and a 
magic "geese" who tells the animals in die 
stable about die Baby Jesus. 

I knew my avid storyteller could appre­
ciate die greatest story ever told so I sat next 
to her and explained what really happened 
in a Bethlehem almost 2.000 years ago. 

"Were diere toys in die barn?" she asked. 
"No, mere were only animals," I said. 
"Well, I would let Mary and Joseph and 

Jesus come into my house," she said. "And 
when Jesus got a little bigger, I would let 
him play widi all my toys." 

My son, Bobby, heard our conversation 
and gave Teresa her daily dose of reality. 

"Teresa," he said widi all his 5-year-old 
wisdom, "I'm sorry to tell you thisbut you 
can't let Mary and Joseph and Jesus in our 
house because diey're all in heaven." 

"Then I will take a rocket ship to heav­
en," Teresa replied. 

Bobby informed her mat a rocket ship 
can only go as far as die moon. 

"Well then I'll fly on a plane to Bethle-
hem," she said. 

As I listened to diem, I couldn't help but 
dunk how open children are to bringingje-
sus into dieir hearts at Christmas. Children 
are comfortable widi Christmas because Je­
sus comes to them o n their level. They 
know what it's like to be little and some­
times misunderstood, so diey take die dme 
to listen to the story Of Jesus' birdi, to ask 
questions about shepherds and stars, and 
to wonder why people would turn away a 
mommy, a daddy and a baby boy. 

As often as we've heard die narrative of 
Christ's birth, die part diat seems to haunt 
adults and children is diat no one could 
make room for a young mother-to-be and 
her husband. There was no room at die inn 
so our Messiah was born in a manger. 

It's been almost 2T000 years since die 
birth of our Lord and, like die shepherds 
and kings, we are searching for our savior 
while our savior is seeking us. Today, Mary, 
Joseph and Jesus aren't knocking on the 
doors of high rise hotels, but Jesus is knock­
ing on die doors of our hearts, wondering 
if we have room to bring him into our hur­
ried, hectic lives. And like Mary and Joseph, 
Jesus will not bang On our door or demand 
diat we make room. He will wait, for us pa­
tiently until we're ready to let him in. 

At times it seems almost impossible to 
make room for Jesus in Our busy lives. There 
are days when we'reharely able to manage 
our own lives; how can we find die time for 
prayer, reflection and for working on die 
most important relationship in our lives? 

The Advent diemes of patience, prepa­
ration and longing seem Out of step widi 
our fast-paced world. Today's technologies 
— computers, laser printers, fax machines, 
cellular phones, beepers and ATM cards — 
provide us widi up-to-the minute commu­
nication and instant services. 

We hardly know what it's like to wait any­
more, unless, of course, we're taking our 
children for a holiday portrait at a major 
department store. After wailing for almost 
two hours at one of these photo sessions, 
my son turrtfed turned to me and said, 
"When we have to wait diis long, it makes 
me feel a litde crazy." 

I knew what he meant. There was still so 
much we had to do that day. When a few 
hours of waiting can frazzle our nerves, it 
becomes daunting to contemplate spend­

ing an entire lifetime longing for our Lord. 
Today, we have more timesaving devices 

and less time man ever before. We are a 
weary world diat once again needs to be 
come a waiting world. It's so important to 
be busy, productive and to use die gifts and 
talents that God has given us. But we have 
become weary with die pressures, die de­
mands and die stress of life. 
. During Advent, Jesus asks us, "What are 

you so busy doing? What are you filling 
your life widi? Can you make room for me? 
I can bring you peace from your hectic life. • 
I will bring light into your darkest hour. I 
will give you the strength you need to get 
through die sorrows of your life." 

When we follow Jesus' way and fill our 
lives widi love, forgiveness and service to 
odiers, we become refreshed, restored and 
renewed. Long ago, diere was no room for 
die Holy Family. But today, whenever we 
serve a homeless family at a shelter, spend 
a few minutes widi a person who is lonely, 
forgive die unforgivable or speak out 
against hatred and prejudice, we are saying 
mat diis year there is room at die inn. 

This Christinas, my children have helped 
me to rediscover die wonder and joy of the 
birth of Jesus. The infant is a reminder that 
we can all begin again. It's never to late to 
start over. 

The real miracle of Christmas is -that 
God sent us die gift of his Son to wash away 
our sins, bring peace, restore justice, give 
everlasting love and offer the promise of 
eternal life to those who follow him. 

Christmas is a wonderful time to trea 
sure this gift. We should let Jesus know thai 
now, more than ever, we need him in our 
lives. We can let him know dirough prayei 
through serving others or by attending 
Mass more often. Or, like my daughtei 
Teresa, we can take die next plane to Beth­
lehem and let him know he's welcome in 
our homes this year. 

Merry Christmas! 
• • • 

Marx lives in LawencevMe, N.J., with he> 
husband and two children. 
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SERVICES SERVICES 

Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does'not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to 
the Catholic Courier. 

CHRISTMAS MASSES: 
CHRISTMAS Eve: 5 pm Fami­
ly Liturgy, 9:30 PM Christmas 
Music Presentation, 10 pm 
Late Evening Liturgy; Christ­
mas Day: 9:30 $-11:30 am. 

HUD/FHA MORTGAGE RE-
FUNDS I f . you ever had a 
HUD/FHA mortgage, you' may 
be due a mortgage insurance 
refund. Tor c laim, call 
1-800-439-6820. 

Card of Thanks 
' . " i 

IN LOVING'MEMORY of Fa­
ther Paul J . Cuddy. Thank God 
for his ministry. RMG. 

Miscellaneous 
RELIGIOUS SHIRTS A great 
Christmas gift plus part of the 
proceeds benefit religious 
charities. For more information 
and to place your order, call 
212-439-4797. 

REVEREND MOTHER 
MAKES HOUSE CALLS! For 
comic relief, give her a ring at 
716-442-4363. 

THERE IS NO way to peace: 
peace is the way! Jesus. EF 

Help Wanted 
CONSIDER A NEW ministry... 
here's an opportunity to make 
a difference! Heritage Christ-
Ian Home, Inc. has full-time 
positions as Residence Coun­
selors helping disabled adults 
with growth activities in their 
home and community. 
Evening, overnight, weekend 
hour rotation. Great benefits; 
team setting; training: Call US': 
at 716-381-6550 for informa­
tion or appointment 

Lodging to Share 
TO SHARE WITH M/F: 3 bed­
room house, large yard, 
kitchen/laundry privileges, off-
street parking. Furnished/unfur­
nished. $350/mo includes utili­
ties. Available immediately. Call 
John 716-392-7436. 

Wanted to Rent 
FLORIDA: SENIOR COUPLE 
seeks to rent condo in south 
Florida. Winter months. 
716-225-5538. 

Electricians 
. 0» 
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YAEGER 
ELECTRIC 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Licensed Master Sectricians 

Trouble Shooting'Seivice Upgrade 
Control Wiring • Commercial Maintenance 

(716)265-1866 • 147 RoutWM, Ontario 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

A L MEYVIS, JR. Basement 
walls repaired/painted. Interior 
painting. Home Repairs. Small 
jobs welcome. Free estimates. 
323-2876 or 392-4435. 

PAINTING: NEAT, RELIABLE, 
experienced, quality work, 
many satisfied customers. Call 
John 716-544-0593. 

Plumbing 
CHASE PLUMBING, HEAT­
ING & AC: Licensed plumber 
#254. Quality Products + Work 
= Satisfaction! 716-586-8811. 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

Wanted to Buy Appliance Repair 

jHarilpn'i Huitiqutf 
Top cash paid for old wood fur­
niture, clocks,'glass and china, 
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One 
item or complete household. 
We make house calls. 

647-2480 

We Make 
House Calls 

SEWS VAC REPAIR CTR. 
724 Winton Rd. N. 

716-482-6111 

Hicks H o m e H e a t i n g 
Call us for Winter Comfort! 
Heat & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service ~ Installation 

Family Oumed (^'Operated 
424-4848 

BERNARD K. BAYER & SON 
Master Painters 

Painting & WallpaperJ 

Wood Finishing and Gutters . 
Aluminum Doors and Windows 

est. 1952 (716)381-0812 

GUTTER CLEANING j 
ft REPAIR 

N e w Heavy-Duty A l u m i n u m ; 
& Galvanized Gu t t e r s . j 

Bernard K. Bayer & Son, 
est . 1952 (716) 381-0812 I 

Security Services 

Plumbing 

Masonry 

S S ^ 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

Ceiling Repair 
TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59. 
Water Damage, drywall, plas­
ter repairs. Quality work; rea­
sonable prices. 716-392-5076. 

Electricians 

ft* 

A 
A M E R I C A N 
MASONRY & CHIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERViCE 

ALL MASONRY WORK 

663-7360 

CASSIOY Plumbing and Heating 

Licensed. Bonded 
Bathroom Remolding 
Free Estimates Q . 
Senior Citizen Discount 

11 Comfort St 
Rochester, NY 232-2000 

SEcuRrrv FOR You I 
Emergency Openings: Home Auto. Busness. 

Locks: Repaired Rekeyed Installed 
Scht: Combo Changes 

A-l MoMleman 
Locfevmltxilng Sarvtcas 

Free Estimates • 716-288-7780 • Page* 525^640 

Moving & Hauling 

MIDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE SO AND OLDER. 

Convienent Downtown Location, 
walk to shopping. On a direct busline. 

Studio $299 d m Bedroom $359 
AH unities included. Section 8 accepted. 

Monthly Mass Swvlcw 
475EastBro«JSt54M650 

^6 
NOLAN 
ELECTRIC 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS 
Serving Rochester 6 Surrounding Areas 

Licensed & Fully Insured 
f * e 71.6-292-1538 H i 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
KxjK-t It'll! «• 111 oHid' 
Itiilist'lutlrl mmillK ,IM(I 
rk•^i^l•ril.,^. 

lilt' m Small. H> ill, lllr All! 

473-6610/473-4357 
£ i ArtiiiKtcm Si. Ru rh rMerNY M607 

NYDC)T»!iri57 

Ireland & Knock Shrine 
May 22 - May 31, 1997 $1599 p.p.d.b.* 

Includes airfare from Toronto, hotel accommodations, 
meals, transfers, taxes, and more. 

Call 716-654-7969 
800471-0016 
for information 

* Departure taxes may apply 


