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Granddaughter's beliefs 
inspire Livingston man 
By Mike Latona 
Staff writer 

LIVONIA - Next week, 9-year-old Er­
ica Retzer will attend her first midnight 
Mass as a fully initiated Catholic. 

That event will also mark the return to 
a childhood tradition for Erica's grand­
father, Clyde Retzer. 

"Every Christmas we woke up at 10 
p.m., opened presents and went off to 
midnight Mass," recalled Clyde, 61. 

Due to the influence of his only grand­
child, Clyde said, he is reviving a custom 
that he had abandoned for 30 years. 

Clyde and his wife, Rosie, 66, served as 
Erica's sponsors in the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults program at St. 
Joseph/St. William Parish in Livonia and 
Conesus. Erica was initiated last April, re­
ceiving the sacraments of baptism, first 
Eucharist and confirmation during the 
Easter Vigil Mass at St. Joseph's. 

Clyde had bee.n away from die church 
for several years, he said, because he dis­
agreed with changes made by the Second 
Vatican Council. However, his bitterness 
melted away as he observed Erica's RCIA 
class preparing for initiation at their Liv­
ingston County parish. 

"They were so interested in it. Here's a 
guy who's been halfway around the world 
and thought'he knew everything, and it 
turns out he doesn't know a dadgum 
thing," remarked Clyde, a retired Air 
Force sergeant. 

He added that Father William A. Trott, 
fhe St. Joseph/St. William pastor who 
died Oct. 1, also played a key role in his 
spiritual reawakening. 

"Father Trott had a lot to do with 
changing my mind: He didn't seem to 
care if you were Satan himself. He was 
there to help you," Clyde said. 

Chris Coniglio, intergenerational faith 
formation director at St. Joseph/St. 
William, marveled at the dedication 
Clyde and Rosie have exhibited in en­
hancing their granddaughter's spiritual 
journey. 

"It's very apparent how committed 
they are to supporting Erica. They've re­
ally found a home at St. Joe's," Coniglio 
said, noting that Clyde and Rosie reside 
in Tuscarora, about a 30-minute drive 
from Livonia. 

Clyde pointed out that his grand­
daughter appears eager to deepen her 
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faith. Erica — who lives with her mother, 
Stacy Buchanan^ in Qroveland Station — 
owns a wide variety of religious articles 
including children^ books, rosaries and 
five Bibles. 

In addition, Erica has ready knowledge 
of Christmas history. She quickly recited 
events surrounding Christ's birth, noting 
that Jesus was born on Christmas Day 
and recalling "the three men who went 
out to find thcbaby." 

Erica has also gotten into the Christ­
mas spirit by making a personalized rug 
as part of a parish Advent project. The 
rug includes parts of Father Trott's cloth­
ing, as well as a portion of a dress Erica 
has owned since she was 2. Rosie recalled 
that she bought the dress when Erica 
went to visit her father, Joe (Clyde and 
Rosie's son) in South Carolina, where he 
had just completed Army boot camp. 

Other material in Erica's rug includes 
part of a dress Rosie has owned since she 
was a young woman living in her native 
Japan. She and Clyde were married 39 
years ago while he was stationed there. 

According to Coniglio, the Advent rug 
project is meant to help bring tranquility 
to an otherwise hectic time of year. 

"We're so busy doing so much," 
Coniglio said. "This would be a perfect 
time to sit and bring back all our memo­
ries, and remember who we are." 

Erica's rug will take several months to 
complete. Once it's finished, she plans to 
use it as a comfortable resting spot dur­
ing religious^ducation classes. 

"They're prayer rugs, so that when 
(students) have a Jesus story they can 
share - their own story," Coniglio ex­
plained. 

In the meantime, the Retzer family will 
share its own .special Jesus story at mid­
night Mass next week. 

"Coming to Mass together, I'll like that 
very much," Rosie said. 

"This has brought lis all closer togeth­
er," Clyde concluded. 
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Matthew Scott/Staff photographer 
Erica Retzer (left) works on her Ad­
vent rug project in the parish center 
at St. Joseph Church, Livonia, with" 
her grandparents Clyde and Rosie. 
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