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Niece's friendship adds sparkle to season 
I need to thank my exciting niece Kath

leen for sharing with me and the family an 
experience that has done much to spur and 
shape my Advent prayer. That experience is 
a growing relationship she has developed 
with Garon, a young man who serves in 
Kuwait with the United States Army. 

Some months ago, Kathleen and Garon 
made contact with one another on the In
ternet. Since that time they have been in 
steady communication. And that has given 
rise to an exchange of photographs, inter
continental telephone calls and even the 
production by Kathleen of a video through 
which she introduced her mother, dad and 
sisters to Garon. 

It has been a joy to watch the progres
sion of this relationship, even from my lim
ited perspective, and to hear Kathleen 
speak about it. There is something exciting 
about it all. I think it is because these two 
young people have come to know one an
other and develop a mutual fondness rely
ing almost exclusively on the power of the 
word, spoken and written. 

I am not privy to their conversations, of 
course. But I have a strong sense that — 
without ever having laid eyes on one anoth
er — they have come to a friendship that is 
quite strong because it is based on conver
sations about experiences, values, common 
interests, hopes and dreams that are impor
tant to them. 
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And, based on long experience with 
Kathleen, I am quite sure that they have 
shared much laughter. All of that makes 
me wonder if they would know one anoth
er as well as they do now if they had met in 
the standard way and had known one an
other for a similar perio'd of time. I do hot 
know; I just wonder about it. 

In any case, things really get exciting at 
this stage of things. Garon is now in Texas 
at his home military base. He will go to 
Louisiana to spend Christmas with his fami
ly. And then ... guess what! You've got i t 
On December 27 Garon will come to Wa-
terford, where he and Kathleen will meet 
face to face for the first time. 

I'm excited about his arrival and can on
ly imagine Kathleen's state of mind. Won't 
it be wonderful when they can see one an
other's faces when they laugh? Or when 
they're just quiet with one another in a way 
that could never occur in correspondence 

or on the telephone? Or when they take a 
walk or have a meal together? And won't it 
be fun when Garon meets people who love 
Kathleen and have enjoyed her delightful 
friendship for years? And how will he react 
when we tell him what Kathleen is really 
like? 

The experience I have mentioned above 
and all the questions it raises have been 
very helpful to me in Advent prayer. They 
have spoken to me about joyful hope in a 
fresh way. They have led me to pray and 
think a lot about how die Feast of Christ
mas puts a human face on God's love for 
all of us. 

For so much of this I am grateful to 
Kathleen and Garon. I hope and pray that 
their moment of meeting next week will be 
very" special for both them, as I am sure it 
will be for all of us who love Kathleen. 

It will be for them the summation of 
what has gone before. It will also be a new 
beginning. Who knows what the future 
holds for them? I only hope that their mo
ment of meeting face to face will be a hap
py one and that, whatever the future may 
be, that first meeting will always be a happy 
memory for each of them. 

To you dear friends and to all of your 
loved ones, I extend affectionate best wish
es for a Merry Christmas and a New Year 
filled with blessings. 

Peace to all. 
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Having a Hard Time Meeting Catholic Singles? 
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In the name of the missionaries and the people of God they 
serve in every area of Latin America, Africa, the South Pacific 
and Asia... We thank you for helping us touch the world with 
God's unselfish love during the past year. 

We pray that Christ will be the real light, joy and peace of 
your life throughout the New Year! 

Diocesan Mission Office 
The Society of the Propagation of the Faith 

The Holy Childhood Association • Latin American Missions 

Bishop Matthew H. Clark 
Fr. Robert C Bradler, Diocesan Director 

IISO Buffalo Road • Rochester, NY I4624 • 7k>436-,9200 
Diocesan Staff 

Sister Connie Derby, RSM • Marcta Urschel 
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No Luck with Dating Services? 
• No Luck with Personal Ads? 

• Busy Schedule? 
WE CAN HELP! 

• Confidential 
• Convenience 
•Security 
• Discreet 

Your personal introduction service. 
YOU MAKE THE SELECTION. 

Not fte ire ottier sendees that pick your date... you're in central. 
(716) 244-3850 

Call today for your personal appointment 
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The Monthly Prayer Request For Priests 
Will you pray for a priest each day? 
JESUS' PRAYER |OR HIS PRIESTS 

We rely on your financial help to publish this calendar each month. Please send donations to: 
MPRP, 70-A Green Knolls Drive, Rochester, NY 146204746 


