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What is the
Christmas Appeal?

It is a cooperative effort of.the
Catholic Courier and diocesan
Catholic Charities to raise funds
that will help people in desperate fi-
nancial crises.

For 27 years, the appeal has en-
abled the Catholic community to
help thousands of people in 12 coun-
ties to help meet life’s basic needs.
Christmas Appeal funds have been

- there when no other sources of aid ~

were available.

Who benefits from it?

Funding of the Christmas Appeal
helps individuals and families in
short term financial crises. These
are people who have no financial re-
sources and are either awaiting or
are ineligible for assistance through
other sources.

How does it work?

The appeal consists of a series of
articles in the Catholic Courier and a
direct-mail solicitation of prior
donors.

Appeal proceeds are allocated to
the emergency funds of the follow-
ing diocesan agencies: Catholic Fam-
ily Center, Finger Lakes Social Min-
istry, Catholic Charities of the South-
erd Tier, Catholic Charities of Liv-
ingston County, Bishop Sheen Ecu-
menical Housing Foundation, and
diocesan Urban Services.

Please use my donation to |
help a neighbor in need.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:
Mail check

(payable to “Christmas Appeal”)
and this coupon to:
Christmas Appeal
¢/o Catholic Courier
PO Box 24379
Rochester, NY 14624
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Catholic Courier + Catholic Charities

Christmas Appeal
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Bishop Sheen Housing taps into fund

Continued from page 1
for other aid to kick in.

The Bishop Sheen Housing Founda-
tion, meanwhile, began as a result of

-Rochester Bishop Fulton Sheen’s con-

cerns about housing problems in the
1960s. The Catholic agency combined
with a similar Episcopal effort to form a
foundation that serves people in the 12
counties of the Roman Catholic diocese,
and Allegany County as well. N

The foundation uses appeal funds for
emergency repairs on such things as
plumbing, roofing, and electrical and
heating systems.

“It’s got to be a critical home repair,”
Smith explained. “It can’t be cosmetic. It
has to be something health- or safety-
threatening.”

. Thus appeal funds have been used to
replace faulty furnaces and hot water
heaters, fix steps and windows, provide

in-house running water, repair N
leaking roofs and insulate -
homes.

Smith said her agency helps
approximately 500 families 2
year. Many of the people aided
are seniors or are disabled.

Christmas Appeal money is
often used to make initial, emer-

w;

mg as the population —~ and ex-
isting housing — ages.

“There is going to be a hous-
ing crisis,” Smith predicted.

At the same time, however,
state and federal sources of
funding are drying up, Smith

ﬁ said. And due to ongoing de-

19'9() creases in contributions to the

gency repairs, and thereby get  cuscuwrcumconse  Christmas Appeal, the foun-
foundation staff in the door to Christmas Appeal dation’s share of that money

uncover other problems in the
home.

“Once you get in, you can discover
there are worse problems,” Smith re-
marked.

In addition, the appeal funds and the
initial work help to draw additional funds
from government and other charitable
sources to help complete more work.

Unfortunately, Smith observed, the
number of people needing help is grow-

has been shrinking,.

“Everybody keeps telling us the private
citizen will take it on,” Smith said. “They
can’t. They've got problems of their
own.”

As a result, the foundation can’t help
everyone who seeks its help, Smith said.

“It’s sad,” she said. “For every person
we serve, there are probably two we

don't.”
— Lee Strong

Neediest Cases

The Catkolic Courier/Catholic Chari-
ties Christmas Appeal helps people
throughout the year, but especially at
Christmas. The following individuals
and families hale been helped by
Christmas Appeal funds during 1996."

A single mother, 30, with two

daughters, 5 and 9, recexved
$19.98 to purchase two pairs of new
shoes for her children.

A single mother of two boys, 6

and 11, needed help repairing
her bathroom floor, which was caving
in due to a plumbing leak. She received
$69.45, which allowed volunteers to-re-
pair and insulate the floor and repair
the leak.

A young mother of four lost

everything in a house fire. Christ-
mas Appeal funds in the amount of $50
allowed her to purchase some used
household items for her new apartment.

A single grandmother who was

recently granted custody of her
four small grandchildren received $100
to stop foreclosure on her home until
the Department of Social Services was
able to increase her benefits 10 support
the children.

An elderly woman on a fixed in-

come was given $70 to repair her
broken water heater.

A single woman, 51, receiving

SS1, was given $15 to repair her

* A young, single mom received
$15 to purchase infant formula

for her new son, while waiting for WIC
benefits to be approved.

A grandmother was given tem-

porary custody of her three
grandchildren because their mother is
in and out of jail due to prostitution to
support her drug habit. The grand-
mother received a voucher to buy the
toddler his first paxr of shoes.

A man receiving public assistance

needed to travel to New York City
because his father had had a heart at-
tack and was not expected to live. The
DSS was unable to provide him with
money for a bus ticket, so the man was
given $39.95 in Christmas Appeal
monies to buy a ticket and be with his fa
ther.
* A woman trying to get a job and

get off public assistance faced
eviction. She received $109.72 to sup-
plement monies she found from other
sources, was able to pay her rent and is
now working and keeping up with her
bills. .
A 35-year old single man found
employment through an agency

in Atlanta. He received $122 to pay for

transportation to the job site, as he had
o outside means of funding for trans-
portation.
A husband and wife with two
young children fell behind in elec-

food stamps to exchange for drugs. He

trical paymenis when the husband was-
laid off from his job. They were given-
$100 to prevent termination of seryice: |
A couple ﬁndmg it dxfﬁcult fo:
meet expenses since the hushand.
became ill fell behind in their billsand
received a 72-hour conrt notice of intent.
for eviction, They received $50 to help
prevent eviction..
* A family with a 20-month-oldson’
and 6-month-old daughtermevﬁd
and, in the process, encountered prob-’
lems with their Medicaid. They were.giv-
en $23.16 to help pay for diapers and
prescriptions for the children’s earin-
fections while waiting to resolve the
Medicaid problems.
A father of four was given $35-
to purchase food for his chil-.
dren, because his wife had stolen their

also went to court to obtain custotfy
and an order of protection against the
w1fe

An Ethiopian family who wonan

immigration lottery in their coun-
try to come to the U.S. were given $50
in Christmas Appeal funds to purchase
food, infant formula and diapers, and
shoes for their youngest child.

A widow whose husband left fit-

tle in Social Security benefits
needed help with daily expenses so she
would have money left to pay her prop-
erty taxes. She received some food
vouchers o help tide her over.

Get More, 45,
Earn More
Make More

Inflation-beating returns...fixed income for
today and growth for tomorrow.

+ Regular monthly checks

- Fixed rates of interest

- No fees or commissions

+ High yields and capital growth
+ “SBafety-first” investments

-Make a fresh start, and make the right call. . .
RIGHT NOW!

Call (716) 881-0696 or 1-800-507-4393

Gen-See Capital Corporation
Executive Tower-Suite 106 * 849 Delaware Ave. ¢ Buffalo, NY 14209

ment of reconciliation!

information.

What s inside the *96-97 Diocesan Directory?

a telephone listing of every parish, priest and pastoral-staff member
a guide to all diocesan offfices and personnel
Complete Mass schedules for every diocesan parish — plus times for the sacra-

a listing of\religious communities and spirituality centers, complete with contact

a directory of Catholic organizations operating in the Diocese of Rochester —
from devotional societies to fraternal groups and alumni organizations

Order your indispensable Directory today!

Directory Pages
with Binders -
1-3 setsumnmnaeeene $17 each

4 or more sets.............. $14 each

Directory Pages Only

1-8 sets.ceoneneneeannnnn, $11.00 each
46 sets...ccooeenn., $9.50 each
7 or more sets........... $8.50 each

*Tax and shipping included

Diocesan Directory ¢/o Catholic Courier1150 Buffalo R(;ad, Rodlester, NY 14624

] I enclose $ for page sets without binders |
I 1enclose $ for page sets with binders i
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