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Parish’s Inter-Act group lobbies for senior housing
By Rob Cullivan A The St. John's In- | and Ogden officials have looked into the |
Staff writer ter-Act group sur- senior housing questlon for two years,
veyed more than 160 | but have been unable to find land for a
SPENCERPORT - Jane Feeney, a residents of the | housing complex. Nonetheless, the offi-
parishioner at St. John the Evangelist parish’s surrounding | cials are ready and willing to help with
. Church, loves the comfortable house area this year, Feeney | any efforts to find such a site, he said.
where she’'s lived since 1949 and where said, and found that Kincaid also said that any senior hous-
she has raised her six grown children. But the lack of affordable | ing site would probably be built by a pri-
she admits maimni}jng the place can be senior housing in the | vate developer interested in gaining var-
a lot of work. ; area was a major con- | ious state and federal tax breaks and
“It’s a little overwhelming,” she said in cern for many resi- | government grants that are available to
her living room. “I don't have ds much sta- dents. On behalf of | developers of affordable senior housing.
mina as f used to.” the residents of Og- Park Ridge Health System in Greece
Nonetheless, she added that her good den and Spencer- | has been working with a private devel-
health is a biessing that allows her to work port, the St. John'’s | oper on plans to build a 40-unit afford-
around the house, something many of her group held a meeting | able housing complex that would consist .
fellow senior citizens in Spencerport can last month with | ofone-and two-bedroom apartments, ac- : s
no longer do. Many of them must hire Spencerport Mayor | cording to Sandra MacWilliam, senior ; to,
help or rely on family members to do Robert Kincaid and | vice president for long-term care. Such ter
such tasks as mow the lawn or wash the Ogden Supervisor | apartments would be available for month- al
windows, she said. Donald Walzer. | ly rents ranging from $470 to $625, she § ba
“They find they have to have somebody About 80 people at- | said. ; s
come and do everything for them,” she tended the meeting, She added that Park Ridge is interest-
said. he added. 1 ed in locating such a complex in the -cal
Her son, Dave Feeney, is well aware of Both Feeney and | Spencerport/Ogden area because many ter
the problems facing senior citizens in the another member of | of the health system’s clients reside wa
village of Spencerport and the town in the St. John's group, | there. ;‘::
which it is located, Ogden. James P. Carroll, said Meanwhile, an Ogden not-for-profit S
“I think a lot of the seniors are faced the meeting was de- | corporation called SAHARQ — Senior tew
with still wanting to live in the area and signed to encourage | Adult Recreation and Housing in Ogden th!
the problem of maintaining a bigger government officials | — has been examining the affordable o
home,” he said. to make senior hous- | housing question since the 1970s. WII‘
He and his mother also said that se- ing a priority, and However, Richard Bardwell, president . -
niors want to stay in the area so they can , 2y s was not designed | of SAHARO, acknowledged that it has g’f
visit their relatives and remain close to Matthew Scott/Staff photographer with any confronta- been unable to do anything about it. He C‘
their friends. Jane Feeney and her son Dave are working with Inter-Act tional purpose in | noted that SAHARO has looked at a f"
Feeney belongs to a group at St. John | to advocate for senior housing in the Spencerport area. mind. number of ways of bringing affordable ot
the Evangelist that is part of Interfaith Ac- “It was more of | senior housing to the area, including dis- pe
tion, or Inter-Act, a coalition of 18 Mon- | cial Action Network, Inter-Act has lobbied | ‘Let’s get off the dime, and make it hap- | cussing proposals with an out-of-state de- uv
roe County Catholic parishes, non- | various county and city public officialson | pen,™ Carroll said. veloper who specializes in affordable fh“
Catholic churches and community | behalf of a number of issues in the past In a follow-up interview with the | housing. ‘]
organizations. Formerly known as the So- | few years. Catholic Courier, Kincaid said Spencerport Bardwell said he recently invited Car- - che
e ——— roll's wife, Mary, who is president of St. in
i John the Evangelist’s parish council, to . chgi
join SAHARO's board of directors. car
“We've got a least a couple of different wit
Who penned Wh‘te Chnsanas? groups working on this issue separately, ]
and it would be nice to consolidate our ; .
] M. Scowcraft of Pittsford correctly identified Chuck Mangione interests,” he said. ‘

2 as the author of “Feels So Good” and “Land of Make Believe.”. ;:’; S ) ’_I
Answer Thoughts to Consider
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RULES ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY MIDNIGHT. DECEMBER 23RD. Random drawing of cor-
rect entries will be held Dec. 24th by Catholic Courier Representatives. Entries must be retumed to: Courier DJ
Trvia, PO Box 24379 Rochester. NY 146240379 Winner will be notified by mail. Prizé 1s a certificate for two free
hours of Dd service at the recipient's converntence and must be redeemed within one year of issue date. Subject to

dVd!Idblhty Pnze 1s not exchangeable for cash.
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St. Ann’s Home Connection
The best of both worlds.
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Home Connection offers older adults and persons with disabilities
the best of both worlds. It enables them the opportunity to live at
home and spend their days at St. Ann’s, where they can take
advantage of fully-staffed health services along with leisure time

. activities in a safe, secure environment. Services include:
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EDWIN SULEWSKI

Funeral Director

What are some ways to help a
child who has lost a parent?

|

First it is important to make sure the
child is honestly included in all the
information and planning. This means
being honest about the death and
answering the child’s questions. It also
means-alfowing but not forcing children
to go to the funeral or visitation as they
wish. Secondly, a child needs love and
security. Let a child know they will be
cared for, take an interestin !
schoolwork and include them in play. 3
Some children resent being pressured
to accept burdens beyond their reach.
“Taking over for Dad or Mom” may be
too much responsibilty. Naturally.

+ Personal care and bathing

- Hot meals and nutritional counseling

« Physical, occupational and speech therapies
- Hearing evaluations

: « Health monitoring & skilled nursing care

5 - Case management & counseling
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: - Religious & educational activities changes will occur but a child needs
+Social activities & field trips tlme and help in adjustlng to them
- Transportation %

- Individual & group exercise programs °

. We will also arrange special services like podiatry, dental hygiene, : ; C
mental health referrals, lab & diagnostic work, and trips to St. Ann’s ° Recreation Therapist, Tammy Brooks with Sy , ‘ 0
beauty salon, barber shop and the Peartree Store. Home Connection Participant, Anna Smeltzer Wwe havea new organ and huva remodeled '
Home Connection can mean something special for people who If you would like more information SCHAUMAN-SULEWSKI ]
need help. In addition, Home Connection offers a much needed about Home Connection, FUNERAL HOME g | ey
break for family members who help care for a person at home. please call us at 342-1700, ext. 440. 2100 St. Pa(u7j lszil;czhm, NY 14621 T4
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