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It was a joy to participate in a prayer ser-
vice at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Albany on Sunday, as that
wonderful diocese began a year-long cele-
bration of its 150th anniversary.

People gathered in great joy from all
parts of the Albany diocese. The music was
splendid. The readings from Scripture and
excerpts from the preaching and writing of
* figures prominent in the diocese’s history
were moving. Bishop Howard Hubbard’s
homily was just perfect in the way it drew

and invited-all of us to reflect on the joy
and the chiallenge that life in the church so
often is for all of us.

You may know that it was in that local
church where I was baptized into the faith
and that it was for its service that I was or-
dained a priest. For those reasons, for rea-
sons of family ties and cherished friend-
ships, I found the experience of being at
the cathedral yesterday to be an especially
gratifying one.

In that company gathered in that place
for. that occasion I had a privileged mo-
ment to do myself what I have invited you
to.do during this Advent season, i.e., to re-
member the wonderful works God has al-
ready done among us so that we can pre-
pare well to embrace lovingly all that is yet
to be.

That celebration pushed me to continue
thinking about what the future will be like
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for our local church. As you know, we have
been working very hard through our Synod
process to name and live out as best we can
those priorities we judge to be of greatest
importance for the life of our diocese.
And, you are aware that we are now seri-
ously exploring supporting strategies by
which we can deepen our ability to live out
those priorities in healthy and fruitful ways.
In addition to those efforts — indeed, to
ensure that we will deal with priorities and
planning out of our deepest values — 1
have called all of our communities to a seri-
ous reflection on the privileged, central
place that our Sunday celebration of the
Eucharistic Liturgy holds in Catholic life.
You know and I know that this is not
easy work. It demands a lot of faith and
personal investment. Without them there is
little hope that we will.do the careful study,
the honest sharing, the respectful listening
and careful negotiation that are always nec-
essary if we are to bring the very best we

have to offer in response to the real chal
lenges of life.

What gives me strength for the journey
is the memory of how our mothers and fa-
thers in faith responded when they were
faced with problems at least as great as the
ones before us today. Through successive -
stages of our own diocesan history, these
gallant men and women coped with anti-
Catholic bigotry, deep antagonism against
immigrants, depression, war, terrible pover-
ty and other realities that must surely have
tested their spirits and strained their re- -
sources. '

Yet they passed on to us not only the
treasure of our faith but a vast array of in-
stitutions and services that have shaped
Catholic life and served the people of this
region for all 128 years of our existence.

Given that remarkable legacy and given
the material and spiritual resources with
which the Lord has blessed us, I have every
confidence that we will respond to today’s
challenges with the same courage and cre-
ativity our mothers and fathers brought to
the challenges of their time.

I hope, as we come closer to the Christ-
mas feast, that you have been able to stop
and listen and think and pray and talk with
people you love of things about which you
truly care. And if you have not as yet man-
aged that, do not be discouraged. Tomor-
row can be a brand new day.

Peace to all.

e g age

A remmder to our readers' "The Cathohc COurler W
not publish durmg ,Chrlstmas and New Year

-557‘? L% E8ie3t.

R

~~‘7-'z,,,

the immortal Archbishop
Fulton J. Sheen.

A Beautiful,-Patrietic Album
Just in ume for 20017 you can
enjoy this 13 prOgEUN v ideo
series, which has neter been
offered to the pubhic before and
had but vne showing on national
television”

A $195 value..

Dept. RCC
27 Maple Avenue
Victor, NY 14504

What Now America! | ||

The Turning of the Century

Own this series” complete library —
O-1/2 hours—on 2 VHS cassertes.
.yours for just

$59.95 + $4 Shipping & Handling.
For Credit Card Orders Call:
1-800-732-2011

O mail check Tor Se395 peralbum o
sheen Productions. I

NS restdents add applicable sales sy

g\

A Rare Insight Into America’s Future Yet for
oy by Archbishop Fulton ]. Sheen each daily Mass,
Somee 1,000 adults.
full co s the .
. p(oga‘“s. 2lst What Now ) and children
: Century gather. In the
comes ever midst of fear
closer, view d grief
a blueprint for our transition and griet,
into the new millennium by they know

MISSION NE

Christ is with them: in the
Eucharist, in the faith of one
another, and in the missionaries.

With your prayers and your Christmas gift

will help the poorest of the world come to know that in
Christ, God is indeed with them, just as He ts with us.

Would you think these [ittle tefugeez \
/'Lom d?wanc{a could smile? '

alf the children in their refugee camp in
Tanzania have seen a farmly member killed.

through the Propagation of the Faith, you

Won 't ybt_; send your d/;u'stmcu 91’[[‘ todaj?

The Society for THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH

Rev. Robert C. Bradler, Diocesan Director
Rochester Propagation of the Faith, Dept. C
1150 Buffalo Road
Rochester, NY 14624

%100 %50 O %25 a$10 O% (other)
Name
Address,
City. State Zip.

-

|\ Please remember The Saciety for the Propagation of the Faith J

when writing or changing your Will. #344 1211206

1
!
!
)
,

rosal

prog
146(
said
prol
(See

Tc



ths.it

