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Cardinal Bernardin set shining example 
When scholars write the history of the 

U.S. church in the years after Vatican 
Council II, Joseph Bernardin will be a cen
tral figure in the story. 

There are good reasons for that. He was 
very influential in the establishment and 
development of the National Conference 
of Catholic Bishops and the U.S. Catholic 
Conference. At different times he served 
as general secretary and president of 
those organizations, and chaired several 
of their key committees. 

All of this work he did while serving 
first as auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of 
Charleston, South Carolina, then as arch
bishop of Cincinnati and, finally, as cardi
nal archbishop of Chicago. 

Through all the years he was a valued 
leader in the life of our bishops' confer
ence. We could always count on him to 
make thoughtful, consensus-building con
tributions to all of our discussions. 

Now this good and gifted.man has 
passed through death to life eternal. And 
the event has elicited a response of affec
tion and gratitude rarely accorded, even 
to the most prominent in our nation. 

Why has the response to Joseph's death 
been so widespread and heartfelt? Surely, 
his generous, able service accounts for 
part of it. But I am convinced that the 
principle reason for that response is peo
ple's awareness of the grace and dignity 
with which Joe responded to two pro-

along 
the way 

foundly painful events in his life — the 
false accusation of sexual abuse that was 
made against him, and the knowledge that 
he was afflicted with a cancer that would 
soon take his life. 

In the first instance, he remained peace
ful and non-vindictive in the face of the 
false accusation made against him and in 
the midst of the often sensational and ir
responsible media attention generated by 
that accusation. 

Eventually, and on his own initiative, 
Joseph reached out in a spirit of reconcili
ation to the young man who had falsely ac
cused him. As a result of that effort, the 
two of them celebrated Eucharist together 
before the young man died. 

In the second instance Cardinal 
Bernardin responded to the news of his 
medical prognosis by ministering to the 
those who, like himself, were struggling 
against cancer. From that experience of 
ministry, from his own prayer life and 

from his faith in Christ's resurrection, he 
ultimately found a freedom and peace of 
heart that allowed him to refer to death as 
a friend. 

I am going to Chicago to attend die car
dinal's funeral liturgy this week. I want to 
be there to honor the memory of a person 
whose life and ministry were singular gifts 
to our church and to our nation. 

Above all I want to express my own 
gratitude, and that of so many in our local 
church who have spoken to me about it, 
for the witness he gave in deeply painful 
times. Both in the darkness of slander and 
the life-sapping experience of cancer, he 
shone forth as a person of faith, compas
sion and uncommon courage. 

I hope that all of us who were inspired 
by his living and his dying will honor his 
memory in our actions as well as in our 
words. Each of us needs to do that in ways 
available to us in the course of our daily 
living. But wouldn't it be wonderful if, out 
of our own life situations, we could work 
for some of the things about which he so 
ardently cared? 

I think of things like the dignity of 
every person, the need we all have to for
give and be forgiven, a church made 
healthy by a spirit of honest and open dia
logue about issues that matter to us all, 
and the reality of God's loving presence to 
us even in life's most painful moments. 

Peace to all. 
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Which is the area's 
largest family 
services agency, 
helping 45,000 
people annually? 

Catholic 

p l a c e m e n t e x a m 
Saturday December 7 !99b • 8 30 am - Noon 
'OCT Lake Avenue Rochester NY 14613 

Young Women 
g r a d e s 9 — 1 : 
Nazareth Academy 

Center is the 
answer . 

Any questions? 
Call 

546-7220 
today. 

We invite you to experience-<the richness 
of Ireland....spectaculaiffcgnerj^ 
unspoiled rivers and laltes, charming 
towns and villages and, of course, the 
unforgettable people and their music. 

IRELAND in AFfUL 
April 11-19,B97 ' 

Professionally escorted tour from Rochester 
by Sam & Paula Olney 

—Limited spaee available— 

716-624-3110 
PREFERRED TRAVEL 

SERVICE, INC. 
Menddh, New York 

Get More, 
Earn More} 
Make More 

Inflation-beating returns...fixed income for 
today and growth for tomorrow. 

• Regular monthly checks 
• Fixed rates of interest 
• No fees or commissions 
• High yields and capital g rowth 
• "Safety-first" investments 

Make a fresh start, and make the right call. . . 
RIGHT NOW. 

Call (716) 881-0696 or 1-800-507-4393 
G e n - S e e C a p i t a l C o r p o r a t i o n 
Executive Tower-Suite 106 • 849 Delaware Ave. • Buffalo, NY 14209 

Golden Lyre Records Proudly Presents Keith Wells' Newest Recording 

A beautiful tribute to the Blessed Virgin Mary featuring 
• Hail Mary, Gentlewoman • Schubert's Ave Maria • Hail Holy Queen 

• Gounod's Ave Maria • Immaculate Mary ...and many more 

Still Available / Believe In Miracles 
Featuring • O n Eagle's W i n g s • Prayer of St. Francis • Hosea 

• Here I am Lord • Be Not Afraid ... and many more 

Mail check or money order with the form below: Not Sold In Stores 
Make check or money order payable to: 

Golden Lyre Records • PO Box 1100 • West Acton, MA 01720 
Qty. Title 

i Believe In Miracles 
I Believe in Miracles 

(Please Print:) 
Name 

Format Price 
Compact Disc $15.95 
Cassette Tape $12.95 
Compact Disc $15.95 
Cassette Tape $12.95 

Shipping/Handling (One Time Per Order) 
Total Enclosed 

Total 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$~~£95 
I 

Addr 

City 
Telep 

3SS 

hone Number ( 

100% 30-day money 
) 

back guarantee 

State 

ORDER BY DEC. 1st for CHfi 

Zip 

ISTMAS DELIVERY- RNY 


