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God is the good shepherd 
BY JOE SARNICOLA 

People of Israel, listen to me . It is 
I, Ezekiel, o n e of your priests. 
T h e Lord spoke to me when I 

was in a quiet place praying. I must 
share with you what he said to me. 

T h e God who made the heavens 
loves us as a shepherd loves his sheep. 
Sometimes sheep wander and need to 
be brought back into the safety of the 
shepherd 's care. This is what God 's 
message is for us today. We have wan­
dered and he is calling us back to him­
self for our own safety. 

If we have traveled far he will find 
us. His pastures are green and fertile 
and the streams there are fresh and 
cool. He wants us to enjoy the beauty 
of all he has created. He wants us to 
feel safe in the brightness of the mead­
ow and the shadow of the mountain. 
He wants us to rest from our labors. 
And most of all, he wants to be with 
us. 

Those of us who are hurt, he will 
heal. Those who are in need, he will 
care for. Those who are lost, he will 
find. And he will br ing us together in 
peace. 

"Drink my pure water," the Lord 
has said. "Eat the greenest grass until 
you are full. I will watch over you day 
and night." 

The Lord will rescue us from the 
abuse of the world and the sorrow it 
sometimes brings. He will give us a 
king to rule over us in peace and jus­

tice. He will remove any danger from 
us. We will be safe in the fields, in the 
forests, in his presence. 

T h e Lord also declares, "I will pour* 
out my blessings like warm rain on 
fruit bear ing trees. My crops will yield 
a' bountiful harvest. Hunger and thirst 
will not be known. I will set my people 
free from the bondage that has held 
them." 

Essay 
You can win a $50 savings bond by writ­

ing an essay (100 or fewer words) answering 
this question: 

How did Jesus show he was a good shep­
herd? 

Send your essay - including name, home 
address, telephone number, school and 
grade — to Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 
24379, Rochester, N.Y. 14624. Deadline 
for entries is Dec. 12, 1996. The winner will 
be notified by phone and receive the sav­

ings bond by mail. In addition, the winner's essay will be published in an upcom­
ing issue of Kids' Chronicle. 

Last month's winner was Meghan Hyatt, a sixth-grade student at Mother of Sor­
rows School, Rochester. In response to the question Why do you think the story of 
Cyrus is recorded in the Bible? she wrote: 

I think the story of Cyrus is recorded in the Bible to teach a lesson. Even though 
we go through hard times, God is always with us and here to help us. These words 
about Cyrus encourage us. If sometimes we fail, we should start over again. We 
should have faith in God, and never give up. 

God willed that Cyrus would go forth and conquer nations. In that way, God 
would be known to man. It also shows how powerful God is and how much he 
wants us to love him. That is why I think Cyrus is recorded in the Bible. 
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T h e Lord promises that we will n o 
longer have enemies who wait in hid­
ing to attack and destroy us. And we 
will n o longer have to fear the rage of 
the hungry lion or bear. We will be at 
peace with them. We will be safe from 
all harm. 

And because of this, the world will 
know that our God is the one t rue 
God, our Lord, our good shepherd. 
We are his flock, his people. He is our 
God. 

Q&A 
READ M O R E A B O U T IT : 

Ezekiel 34 
1. What are some of the blessings 

God promised us? 
2. What will the world know be­

cause of God's goodness to us? 

Ww^^mmml 

Bible Accent 
; detailed records 6£j^Sr;^^^f'^ 
"history;- Arcliaeolp^sfehavte^^'r ' 
fotHidman^p(^dn^ t̂tersiTOasSft * 
long ago. The Kril̂ VTecoEd îuidi 
these letters tell as: a great deal 
about the lifestyles and traditions of 
the Jewish peop ledur ing botteOld 
and New Testament times, ; ^ 

Mention of official writ ten 
records occur in the %Me*ds!&ftfy-
as the Book of Joshua. The Bible it­
self is a transladon of some of those 
written records. Most of th&tistn-
mon people were unable to r eado r 
write, but the scribes and teachers 
wrote about events of their time. As 
a result, we are still able to learn 
from them today. 

St Albert 
S t Albert, also called Albert the 

Great, was born into a wealthy Ger­
man family in 1206.. A gifted schol­
ar, he studied in Paris and went on 
to teach in several important*Gei> 
man cities. 

S t Albert became one of the 
most influential scientists and 
thinkers in Europe. He helped S t 
Thomas Aquinas to apply the rules 
of logic to religious studies. By the 
time he was 50, he was a religious 
advisor to the pope. He wrote and 
taught for the last 25 years of his 
l i fe . - - • 

S t Albert is die patron saint of 
scientists. We honor him on Nov. 
15. 

;S'- Puzzle, .. ;,;;. 
Using your Bible as a. guide,, fiU in the blanks. Ansa*™ can befiund belomX_ ^ 

Which books eomelbefiiire these books? 
1. / ..'Neheiftiaiii "',];*;;"" '. ';,-, 

3. x "Hos6a : */•* ; " ? J f e ? ' 
4: ' '-:v;\'----lfebdir^v';"' '•• • •:•"'". \J 
Which books come after fcheseJjooks? v 

5. Genesis . ' / -
6. Psalms r'; •• f~~ /,*'-• ~« -' ': . '^ 

8. Isaiah i l ! ' 
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Kids9 Answers: 
1. Ezra 

2. Job 

3. Daniel 

4. Zechariah 

5. Exodus 

6. Proverbs 

7. 2 Kings 

8. Jeremiah 
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