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Bishops tackle liturgy, 
young adult proposals 

WASHINGTON (CNS) - Opening what 
may be their last meeting as the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops and the 
U.S. Catholic Conference, the U.S. bishops 
looked back to die priesdy ordination of 
Pope John Paul II 50 years ago and ahead 
to the future of the priesthood and of 
young adult ministry in the church. 

Bishop Anthony M. Pilla o f Cleveland, 
NCCB-USCC president, began die meet
ing Nov. 11 at die Omni Shoreham Hotel 
in Washington with an address on the chal
lenges confronting priests in die 50th an
niversary year of die pope's ordinadon. 

"So many negative images of priests are 
carelessly, even heardessly spread around, 
that today I believe it bodi a duty and ajoy 
to speak words of affirmation and reaffir
mation to our priests," said Bishop Pilla, 
who challenged his fellow prelates to be 
more collaborative widi their priests, to 
"truly empower our priests in their min
istry." 

The first morning of the Nov. 11-14 
meeting also featured preliminary discus
sion of a pastoral plan for ministry widi 
young adults, norms for Cadiolic higher ed
ucation, guidelines for televising die litur
gy, a new statement of guidelines for die 
reception of Communion and a proposed 
statement of economic justice principles. 

Further debate and a vote on diose items 
were scheduled for later in die meeting. 

But much of die meeting promised to be 
devoted to liturgy decisions and to plans 
for restructuring die NCCB and USCC, die 
bishops' twin national conferences. 

The meeting's first votes were on litur
gical texts for die proper Masses for dioce
ses of die United States to be included in 
the U.S. Sacramentary and on segment 7 
of die general Sacramentary as proposed 
for use throughout the English-speaking 
world. The Sacramentary is the book of 
Mass prayers and instructions used at die 
presider's chair and at die altar. 

The bishops approved the texts for the 
proper Masses and segment 7. Segment 8, 
die final segment of die Sacramentary, was 
to be voted on later in the meeting. The 
new Sacramentary must be submitted to 

Rome for fipal approval. 
The 1996 meeting could be the last one 

the bishops conduct as NCCB-USCC. O n e 
o f the restructuring proposals calls for 
merging die two conferences into one and 
renaming it d ie U.S. Conference o f 

Catholic Bishops, or USCCB. 
Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of Chica

go, who chairs the bishops' ad hoc Com
mittee on Mission and Structure, was to 
have presented die restructuring proposals 
but was too ill to attend the Washington 
meeting due to cancer. 

The restructuring recommendations in
clude a proposal to merge die two confer
ences into one, a proposal to have fewer 
committee heads and more regional repre
sentatives on die Administrative Commit
tee, and a proposal to set aside more time 
before and during national meetings for in
formational exchange and discussion or for 
regional sessions. 

The 76-page draft document on young 
adult ministry is tided "Sons and Daughters 
of die Light: A Pastoral Plan for Ministry 
Widi Young Adults." Developed by the 
bishops' Committee on die Laity after na
tional and diocesan consultations with 
young adults, it seeks to address spiritual 
and pastoral issues young adults face as 
diey enter new stages in education, work, 
independence, family relationships and 
dieir place in society. 

It discusses die tasks young adults face in 
developing dieir personal identity, dieir re
lationships, dieir spiritual life and dieir un
derstanding of die meaning of work. 

"A Catholic Framework for Economic 
Life" is a statement joindy proposed by the 
bishops' domestic and international policy 
committees. 

It seeks to boil down to 10 short state
ments the ethical framework Catholics 
should use "as principles for reflection, cri
teria for judgment and directions for ac
tion" in the world of work and economic 
life. 

The proposed statement comes 10 years 
after die bishops' landmark pastoral letter, 
"Liberty and Justice for All: Cadiolic Social 
Teaching and the U.S. Economy." 
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featuring affordable, attractive 

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments 
with Priority Access to Health Care 

For more information call 716 232-3130 

535 MOUNT HOPE AVENUE • ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 

CNS/Reuters photo 

Pope releases doves 
Pope John Paul II releases doves from the central balcony of St. Peter's 

facade Nov. 10, closing 10 days of ceremonies and celebrations marking 
his 50 years as a priest. 

Golden Lyre Records Proudly Presents Keith Wells' Newest Recording 

A beautiful tribute to the Blessed Virgin Mary featuring 
• Hail Mary, Gentle Woman • Schubert's Ave Maria * Hail Holy Queen 

• Gounod's Ave Maria • Immaculate Mary ...and many more 
Still Available / Believe In Miracles 

Featuring • On Eagle's Wings * Prayer of St. Francis • Hosea 
• Here i am Lord • Be Not Afraid ... and many more 

Mail check or money order with the form below: Not Sold in Stores 
Make check or money order payable to: 

Golden Lyre Records • PO Box 1100 • West Acton, MA 01720 
Qty. Title Format Price Total 

Compact Disc $15.95 $ 
Cassette Tape $12.95 $ 
Compact Disc $15.95 $ 
Cassette Tape $12.95 $ 

Shipping/Handling (One Time Per Order) $ 2.95 
Total Enclosed $ 

Title 

I Believe in Miracles 
I Believe in Miracles 

(Please Print.) 
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(> 30-day money back guarantee 

State 

ORDER BY DEC. 1st for CHR 

Zip 
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Share a Great 
Compassion 

We seek women who are growing in their love of 
God, and desire to join a community with a strong 
spiritual, apostolic and community life. 

Living our vows and 
ST. Thanh 
Originally 
from 
Vietnam, 
she and 
her family 
came to 
the United 
States as 

and settled in Dallas, Texas. 
Education: B.S. degree in Medical 
Records Administration Marymount 
College, Salina, Kansas; Nursing degree, 
Pace University, PleasantviUe, New York 
Prior Experience: Cancer Coordinator. 

"I realized Jesus' 
love forme, and 
I desired to offer 
myself totally to 
Him in return. 
I have definitely 
made a right 
choice to he 
with the 
Hawthorne 
Dominican 
Sisters, fori 

have been experiencing marry joys and 
peace in my heart. I soueht ana found 
a school where Jesus teaches me how to 
love and serve Him and His people." 

participating in the life 
of the Church by 
prayer and sacraments, 
gives us the ability to serve God in this apostolate. 
We nurse incurable cancer patients in our seven 
free, modern nursing homes, located in Ohio, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Massachusetts, and 
Minnesota. 

Many who enter our community have no prior 
nursing experience, but we all share a great com
passion for the suffering poor and delight at being 
able to help them. 

R N Y FOR 
MOKE 

INFORMATION: 
Sr. Marie Edward 

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne 
600 Linda Avenue 

Hawthorne, NY 10532 
(9/4) 769-4794 

PLEASE SEND ME MORE INF0RMA TI0N ABOUT YOUR CONGREGATION 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS. 

CITY_ STATE _ SP_ 
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