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~ Pastoral should be studied, discussed | | -

At a meeting this week, I was trying to convey served: “ from thie moment I arrived I was ? E
in a concrete fashion an idea of the kind of dis- greeted by the children at the door ... the inter-
cussions, questions and interchange I am hoping racial friendship was obviously the core to i
for as a result the publication of my recent pas- everyone in the congregation ... the congrega- ;
toral letter, “From East to West a Perfect Offer- alon tion’s willingness to receive my message ... the ‘
ing,” which was contained in the Catholic Courier g fellowship of the parish ... teeming with love ... . ;
of Oct. 24. th e wa repeated reminders of our roots, not only litur- : —
I did so by suggesting to those at the meet- y gical but diocesan ... celebrating TGA efforts, : By!
ing that when they attend church this week CYO activities, RCIA, the Synod ... doing it all .S_‘af_
they ask themselves and those seated next to ‘ with love and dedication to the larger effort of j P
themn questions like these: Why did you choose By BisHoOrP MATTHEW H. CL/ the Church.” N Birt
to come to.church this week? Why did you I enjoyed reading the letter very much be- able
" choose 1o come to this parish and not another understand the technical terms more fully and cause it was so hopeful. It commented on the ‘ win
one? What are you looking for when you come see the reasons for their use. intentional, committed effort of a particular ‘ T
to worship on Sunday and what do you hope to _The pastoral letter, if it is to be a successful parish community to be welcoming, inclusive, N self.
offer by your presence? What sorrows and joys,  call to study, must first be studied. That is why warm and celebratory. And, it illustrated in the b
fears and hopes, dreams and disappointments I want to be sure that every pastor and pastoral  first person what a profound impact such a Lev
rest in your heart this day? How can we help administrator gathers the parish staff, parish commitment can have in the lives of others. :ﬁ)’:
~ you rest in God’s presence through it all? And pastoral council, liturgy committee and the like Those are the kinds of experiences and con- i w0 h
how might we help you connect all that you ex- to spend ample time on the document and rele-  nections we would like to get people thinking 3 w
perience here with the flow and rhythms of vant follow-up material. about when we invite them to spend some time | tion
everyday living? In addition, I am asking every pastor and pas-  studying “From East to West” and talking about i LeV
I was trying to be as concrete as possible with  toral administrator to encourage parishioners it with other members of their faith communi- ; B
my questions because some individuals at the to study the letter and to offer them appropri- ties. * ¢ LeV
meeting raised legitimate concerns that the lan- . ate opportunities to gather for further reflec- You may not wish to ask your neighbor in frie:
guage used in the pastoral letter is quite techni- tion on Sunday celebration of the Eucharist as church this Sunday the questions I posed at the ! bigg
cal. I do not quarrel with that observation. In- the very heart of parish life. beginning of this column. You may not be inter- ; gan
deed, in the preparation of the document we This past week I received a letter warmly ested in writing a letter to your pastor next ; sBeli:
considered this question very carefully. We commending a pastor for the quality of the week in which you share your experience of this . with
made the judgment that we would use time- Sunday eucharistic celebration in one of our Sunday'’s liturgy. But I do hope you will find L
honored and tested terms because they provide  parishes. The writer had been invited to the your own way to contribute to this discussion. at a
a thoughtful, common point of departure. But parish to speak in support of the Thanks Giv- We want to hear from you bemuse your experi- first
we were also deeply hopeful that, as you study ing Appeal. I cite some phrases from the letter ence IS important to us. “l
the letter and join in discussions of it, you will to convey some sense of what the writer ob- Peace to all. thos
_-_—

the immortal Archbishop
Fulton J. Sheen.

A Beautiful, Patriotic Album
JLM in time tor 2001, you can
enjoy this 13 program video .
series, which has never been
offered to the public betore and
had but one showiny on national
television.

Own this series” complete library —
6-1/2 hours —on 2 VHS cassettes.

A $195 value. .. yours tor just

$59.95 + $4 Shipping & Handling.
For Credit Card Orders Call:
1-800-732-2011

Or mal check Tor S63 95 per afbum wr
sheen Productons. Ine

Dept RCL

27 Maple Avenue

Victor, NY 14564

(NS gesidents add applicable sales tan

uckets @ $50 each

T

_tablé(s) for ergat @ $400 each

In addmon to, ofin heu of;my reservat“é’m please accept
this dona,uon tq:.thel 96 Christn ,' "App $5- -

, Total enclosed $_
For tickets charged to your credzt: card, call 716-328-4340

Please réserve_“.
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Telephone

Please respond on or before November 25, 1996
Mail to Christmas Appeal Dinner Theater
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