-

PR o

pfiprlyee oot e R et

o AP st - run ot o or o o e

B L R Rt o T S e

T e i ol

PAGE 10 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1996

F DY S NI

CONTINUED..

CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y:

Ministry
Continued from page 1

Lifelong Learning.” Also, :«fccording to a
1936 letter to bishops from the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith, “The
particular inclination of the homosexual
person is not a sin,” although it must be
s¢en as “an objective disorder.”

* Homosexuals are due the same basic
rights as any other people. The CDF’s 1986
letter called it “deplorable” that they have
heen objects of malice in speech or action.

* Gay and lesbian Catholics should have
active roles in the Christian community, ac-
cording to the U.S. bishops’ 1976 docu-
ment “To Live in Christ fesus.”

* The U.S. bishops also have urged a.“spe-
cial degree of pastoral understanding and
care” for homosexuals and, in “Human Sex-
uality,” called on people to confront their
own fears about homosexuality. Next year,
the bishops’ Secretariat on Family, Laity,
Women and Youth is expected to issue a
statement currently titled “Always Our Chil-
dren” as a pastoral message for parents who
have learned that their children are homo-
sexual, according to Richard McCord, chief
staff person for the secretariat.

¢ “The human person, made in the i im-
age and likeness of God, can hardly be ad-
equately described by a reductionist refer-
ence to his or her sexual orientation,” as
the CDF stated in its 1986 letter.

These five teachings form the basis for.

the new diocesan-based ministry.

“We base our ministry in part on a prin-
ciple that homosexuality is something one
is, not something one does,” said Casey
Lopata, who holds a master of divinity
from St. Bernard’s Institute.

The couple will speak at a March 7-9 na-
tional dialogue in Pittsburgh sponsored by
the controversial 20-year-old New Ways
Ministry, whose founders are under inves-
tigation by the Vatican. On a separate pan-
el at the dialogue, Bishop-Clark and two
other Catholic bishops will address “Pas-
toral Care of Lesbian/Gay People.” Among
other speakers will be Father James Schex-
nayder, president of the National Associa-
tion of Catholic Diocesan Lesbian & Gay

Ministries executive committee.

According to Father Schexnayder, at
least 20 ministries to gays and lesbians are
operating in U.S. dioceses; Richmond, Va.,
has the oldest. These diocesan initiatives
run the gamut from multi-faceted min-
istries to just a weekly or monthly liturgy
for gays and lesbians.

A few operaie a chapter of the organi- -

zation Courage as their ministries or, as in
the diocese of Orange, Calif., as one of sev-
eral ministries, Father Schexnayder said.

Courage is a spiritual support group de-
signed to help Catholics live in accordance
with the church’s pastoral teaching on ho-
mosexuality. The organization and its ap-
proach have received Vatican approval. -

But, Father Schexnayder, said, “My read-
ing of materials from Courage and hearing
people speak about it is it has a different
point of view than church documents.”
Noting that the organization encourages
homosexuals to change their orientation,
he said, “(I)t doesn’t see homosexuality as
a stable orientation, but tends to see it as
changeable.”

On the other hand, Father John Harvey,
OSFS, founder of Courage and author of
the new book, The Truth about Homosexu-
ality, criticized ministries in Father Schex-
nayder’s association for making little or no
mention of the virtue of chastity. And
while Courage “encourages people to
make the effort” to reverse their sexuality,
it is not a requirement, Father Harvey said.
He estimated Courage chapters exist m 26
U.S. and Canadian dioceses.

Courage maintains that homosexualxty

“is not the work of God — nor is it usually
a person’s choice: It is an aspect of an ar-
rested sexual development resulting from

no one simple factor.”

The Diocese of Rochester does not have
a Courage chapter, Casey Lopata pointed
out.

But he said that if a homosexual

* Catholic seeks to be celibate, the Roches-

ter ministry seeks to support that decision.
And if a homosexual Catholic does not en-
dorse celibacy, he said, “We deal with that
person the same way the church deals with
somebody who is divorced or separated, a
person who's heterosexual and struggling
with perhaps living together with some-
body outsjde of marriage, or somebody
struggling with artificial birth control.”

The Lopatas said they doubt the effec-
tiveness of conversion therapies. They cit-
ed an American Psychological Association
statement that “many scientists share the
view that sexual orientation is shaped for
most people at an early age through com-
plex interactions of biological, psychologi-
cal and social factors ... (and) scientific evi-
dence does not show that conversion
therapy works and that it-can do more
harm than "

In his 1996 compilation of research,
Queer Science, however, scientist/author Si-
mon Le Vay noted . that, “Within the psy-
choanalytic profession, there still appears
to be a widespread belief that some ho-
mosexual individuals can be converted ...”

While consensus on homosexuality ap-
pears unlikely, homosexual individuals
such as Sheila Sloan welcomed the dioce-
san reliance on the Catholic Gay and Les-
bian Family Ministry as “wonderful news.”

The ministry team conducted a three-
part workshop at Corpus Christi Church
following a November baptism at the
church for a child Sloan and partner, Nan-
cy Hackett, adopted. Although their re-
ception was warm, Sloan said some mem-
bers of the congregation seemed not to
know what to tell their children about “two
moms” being up.at the altar.

Corpus Christi also offers its own wide-
ranging ministry for gays and lesbians, and
its family minister’s view of the family has
been described in a parish newsletter as in-
cluding gay or lesbian couples. “Forever
committed” couples, meanwhile, are invit-
ed to renew their vows along with hetero-

sexual couples at a Mass every year.

Father Jim Callan, parish administrator,
explained that he sees homosexual people
as facing six choices: suicide, which many
commit; marriage and “pretending you are
heterosexual”; going to the seminary or
convent to “hide”;

Celibacy, “which the church teaches and
1 also teach because it is a gift”; promiscuity,
“which nobody would ever agree with”; and
gay unions Or permanent comimitments.

“I am in favor of the church allowing and
promoting same-sex union because of the
need to foster fidelity in the gay communi-
ty,” Father Callan asserted. “... Fidelity is at
the heart of the Gospel. The church should
be promoting it and teaching people how
to love, to be faithful and committed.”

Father Kennedy, meanwhile, acknowl-
edged he is convening a group to study the
church response to same-sex unions, but
cautioned that the group’s task is still being
defined.

“In the end we are not going to be able
to do much, I can assure you and your
readers,” Father Kennedy said, “because
that’s where we (the church) are.”

He called the Oct. 26 day of reflection
“much more important” as far as the min-
istry is concerned.

“It is more directly related to what is in
the real world,” Father Kennedy said.
“Same-sex unions, I have to say, are not in
the real world. It's too complex an issue
and we have got to be very very careful to
sort out what pertains to human and civil
rights of all persons, and what we can legal-
ly do in terms of what we believe in our
faith tradition.”

Speaking for the diocese, Father John
Mulligan, vicar general and moderator of
the curia, said that, to his knowledge, no
blessing of a same-sex union has been con-
ducted in the diocese. Since such blessings
would be contrary to church teaching, any-
one conducting them would be instructed
to stop, Father Mulligan said.

He said the diocese looks forward to the
ministry’s recommendations on gay and
lesbian issues, especially on making the
church more welcoming,

“Iam delighted that we’ve gotten to this
point,” he said.
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Announcements

Help Wanted

Wanted to Buy

ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Courier does not publish adop-
tion advertising. To obtain a list
of agencies that serve birth
mothers and adoptive parents,
call 716-328-4340. Agencies
wishing to be inciuded on this
list may send information to
the Catholic Courier.

A GRAND OPENING: HOME
TRENDS CATALOG OUTLET
STORE is now open to the
public. Oreck Vacs, Fuller
Brush. Home cleaning sup-
plies at rock-bottom prices.
1450 Lyell Ave., (behind
Lyel/Mt. Read Plaza). Open
M-F 9-5, Sat. 10-4 or call
716-254-2147 for free catalog.

Misceilaneous

INTERESTED IN MONASTIC
life? Visit Abbey or the Gene-
see's website at
http:/fweb.lemoyne.edu/ @bucko
/genesee.htm

REVEREND MOTHER MAKES
HOUSE CALLS! For details,
give her a ring at 716-442-4363.

R
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Help Wanted

HIGH EARNING POTENTIAL
Become an Account Repre-
sentative for one of America’s
top companies. Comprehen-
sive, 13-week paid training
program, unigue in the indus-
try. Top income potential for
advancement into manage-
ment. Cail Mary Anderson,
716-427-8710. EOE.

-~

NATIONAL CATHOLIC MEDIA
group expanding into the area
offering home-based business
opportunities with protected re-
gion. Call now, 1-800-840-4822,
ask for Herb or Dave.

SERVICEMASTER COMMER-
CIAL CLEANING flexible
hours, competitive wage. A
commitment to quality is neces-
sary; experience is not.
716-442-7933. EOE

TELEPHONE SOLICITOR
Phone for national Catholic
magazine locally from home.
You earmn $7.50 on each paid
sale. Average 3 sales an hour.
AM or PM, will train. Protected
territory, generous production
bonus, great repeat business.
Call Mr. Luba 1-800-782-0848

!

-1
Top cash paid for old wood fur-
niture, clocks, glass and china,
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One
item or complete household.
We make house cails,

647-2480

Houses

BY OWNER $114,900
11-rooms, Webster/Ontario
area. Country setting, 4/6 br., 2
full baths, walkout basement,
ideal for growing family/in-
laws. 2-car det. garage with
basement for workshop/etc.
716-265-4043.

Apartments
Unfurnished
Appliances
MIDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS
ELECTROLUX SALES & FORAGESOANDOLDER. _
SERVICE See Tony Lamartina Dowmtown Location,
at 777 Helendale Rd., Roches- Wal“"mwﬂg:"amm

ter, NY 14609. Phone:
716-482-0864.

Miscellaneous

MUSIC LESSONS: FRENCH
horn, piano, voice, theory.
Greece. 716-723-3559.

Musical Instruments

All utifies included. Section 8 accepted.|
475%51.5‘6-“&

REED ORGAN: ESTEY 2MP
STYLET. Restored and tuned
1987, matching bench and
blower. $5,000. 607-734-8506.

Aduit Care

SENIOR CITIZENS: Tired of
depending on family & friends
for rides to dialysis, appts.,
shopping, etc.? Cail Nancy,
716-865-4575.

Heating & -

Appllance Repalr Painting
Air Conditioning & Wallcovering
We Make
@ House Calls - J Hicks Home Heéating PA'N:.‘N& ;‘EAT' gfym‘;-%
. . experienceda, uall worx,
Call us for Winter Comfort! mxapny satisifed c%stomers. Call
SEW & VAC REPAIR CTR| | Fleat & Air Conditioning | John 716-644-0583.
724 Winton Rd. N. « Sales - St e atallation SPECIALIZING IN
7164826111 ;
Family Oumed & Operated REPAIRS OF
4244848 OLDER HOMES

Celling Repair

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-
INGS 9’ x 12’ ceiling only $59.
Water Damage, drywall, plas-
ter repairs. Quality work; rea-
sonable prices. 716-392-5076.

Home Improvement

MASONRY REPAIR: brick
steps, basements, patchwork.
Reasonable. 35 yrs. exp.
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr.

B walls repaired, painted.
Look for old peeling plaster, paint
and deteriorating stone walls/blocks
“and montar joints, openings for pest,
cold air, water, etc. Interior painting,
gutter cleaning. Small jobs welcome.

S " 323-2876 - 392-4435
osmetics Mason
& Nails L Plumbing
ELECTROLYSIS, WAXING & [CASSIDY Furriing and Heating)
FACIALS by Jean Howard in a AMERICAN
private, professional atmos- * Licensed, Bonded I
phere. Distributor of Resolve, CHIMNEY > Bathroom Ramoiding m
the natural progesterone (Fmefsmam Q= Q=
creme. lliusions, 1304 Portland
Ave., Rochester. _ 11 Comfort SL
716-544-2740. 865-4170 663-7360 |Rochester, MY 232-2000
Electricians
Moving & Hauling
NOLAN 'K-D Moving &
ELECTRIC | [Storage, Inc.
For AL Youn ELeCTracAL NezDs M‘“'"mm“m
Serving Rochester & Surrounding Areas
Licensed & Fully Insured Small, We do the Alll
53-6610/4734357
716-202-1538 Aslington St Rod.g?; NY 14607
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