
PACE 4 THURSDAY NOVEMBER 7,1996 

WORLD & NATION 
CATHOUC COMBER CHOCESE OF ROCHESTER. N.Y. 

Pope celebrates 50 years of priesthood 
By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY - Fifty years after a 
simple ordination ceremony in a private 
chapel in Poland, Pope John Paul II cele­
brated his priestly jubilee in St. Peter's 
Basilica with thanks to God and all those 
who helped him on his journey. 

After the Nov. 1 Mass, the pope an­
nounced that he would share personal de­
tails of that journey in a book to be pub­
lished in mid-November by the Vatican. 

The pope's voice vibrated with emotion 
during his homily for the Mass, concele-
brated by the bishops and priests of the 
Diocese of Rome. 

"I give thanks to God because he has al­
lowed me to celebrate the Holy Mass every 
day in these 50 years, beginning the first 
of November 1946," he said. 

"Before me pass images from that long-
gone day when, in the early morning, ac­
companied by a small group of relatives 
and friends, I presented myself at the res­
idence of the archbishop of Krakow on 
Franciszkanka Street to receive priestly or­
dination," he said. 

"With emotion I see myself once again 
lying on the floor of the private chapel," 
he said. "I hear the singing of "Vehi Cre­
ator' and the litany of saints. I await the 
imposition of hands. I accept the invita­
tion to proclaim the Good News, to guide 
the people of God, to celebrate the divine 
mysteries. 

"They are unforgettable memories 
which I relive today with indescribable 
gratitude to the Lord," he said. 

But beyond the event itself and the 
many people who helped along the way, 

(CNS/Reuters) 
Pope John Paul II passes through a 
sea of cardinals as he arrives at St. 
Peter's Basilica Nov. 1 for a Mass 
marking his 50th anniversary of ordi­
nation to the priesthood. 

the pope said, "I fix my gaze deeper to try 
to understand the mystery which has ac­
companied and enclosed me throughout 
these decades. 

"As a priest God has called me to be a 
man of the Word, a man of the sacrament, 
a man of the mystery of faith," he said. 

"Despite the length of time passed, the 
words of the Psalmist continue to flow 
from my heart: 'The favors of the Lord I 
will sing forever; through all generations 
my mouth shall proclaim your faithful­
ness."' 

On the eve of the anniversary, Pope 
John Paul attended a performance of Han-
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del's "Messiah," a gift to him from the 
Austrian government. 

After the two-hour concert by a 
Salzburg chamber orchestra and a 
Catholic choir from Linz, the pope said 
Handel 's work recounts in music what 
God has done for humanity, "that myste­
rious exchange which reaches its culmi­
nation in the redemption accomplished 
by the Word of God Incarnate." 

The priest, he said, "is the minister and 
servant of the redeeming work of Christ. 
Accepting the invitation to follow Christ, 
the priest himself becomes a gift to hu­
manity so that every man and every 
woman may draw with abundance from 
the fountain of grace which flows from the 
Redeemer. 

"I extend my gratitude to the many peo­
ple whom I have met on the way and who, 
in various ways, have helped me in the 
journey I have made in all these years," 
the pope said. 

The pope walked with relative ease 
down the long center aisle of die audience 
hall, shaking hands and offering his bless­
ing to die diousands of people who came 
for the concert. 

Although his words were a bit slurred at 
times as he thanked the choir, orchestra 
and Austrian government, he stayed in die 
hall after the concert to shake hands with 
dozens of well-wishers. 

The jubilee celebrations were to con­
tinue with a Nov. 7-10 gathering at the Vat­
ican of priests from around the world who 
also were ordained in 1946. 

On Nov. 4, the pope also celebrated his 
name day with an excursion to die central 
Italian mountains, Vatican sources said. 

The pope traveled by motorcade to the 
Gran Sasso, one of Italy's highest peaks lo­
cated about 100 miles east of Rome, the 
sources said. The Vatican press office 
would neither confirm or deny the trip be­
cause it considers such outings "private." 

He was reportedly accompanied by his 
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personal secretary, a few aides and secu­
rity personnel. 

In many of his previous 17 such visits, 
the pontiff has skied or hiked along moun­
tain paths. This time he was recuperating 
from an appendectomy Oct, 8, and had 
not completely resumed his normal sched­
ule at the Vatican. 

Most years, the pope celebrates his 
name day — which is a Vatican holiday — 
by dining with elderly cardinals who live in 
Rome. Nov. 4 marks the feast of S t 
Charles Borromeo; the pope was born 
Karol Wojtyla, 
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UVJNG THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE -
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OUR BABY- New baby record book $12X» 
ST. MARTHA'S COOKBOOK -
347 favorite rrostfyethnic recipes jfiOO 
CATHOUC PICTURE BIBLE - Stories from the Otd 
and New Testament 110 pictures in color... .$9.00 
PICTURE BOOK OF SAMTS J8X» 
ST. JOSEPH'S FIRST CHILDREN'S BIBLE - High-
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MY PICTURE PRAYERBOOK - 64 pages of 
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CATECHSM STORES - Four cassettes.. .$2000 
BIBLE STORES-
The OW Testament, Four cassettes .$204)0 
The Gospels, Four cassettes .$20X0 

Write for our free lull-line catalog 

Send orders .requests to: 
Father Lawrence G. Lovasik 

211 West 7th Avenue 
Tarentum, PA 15084 
(Add $2.00 for postage) 


