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e people of the village had
waited many days for Jesus to
arrive. They knew he would be

stopping to meet them on his way
back to Jerusalem. .
When he ¢ame, hundreds of men
and women, children and grandpar-
ents gathered around Jesus and sat
waiting for him to speak. He whis-
pered something to his disciples and
then stood up to address the crowd.
“My friends,” Jesus said. “Thank
you for coming today. I have heard of
your hospitality for a long time, and I
appreciate the kindness you have
shown to me and my disciples.”
Jesus had to stop briefly as the peo-
ple cheered and shouted thanks back
to him. 4
“There are men among you who
teach in your schoels and temples,”
he said. “Listen to their words care-
fully, for the words of Moses are as
important now as they were when
God first gave them to him. But these
men, these Pharisees who teach, do
not obey the laws they preach. So lis-
ten to what they say, but do not follow
their example.”
+ The people looked around at each
other and at the Pharisees who had
come to see Jesus. The Pharisees
avoided the looks of the people and
stared angrily at Jesus. They were out-
raged that he would say such a thing
about them. Jesus continued speak-
ing. :
“These men would have you be-
come slaves to the law, as if it were a
heavy sack "to carry. Yet they see
themselves as above the law. They
think their expensive tobes and long
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they wear does not hide from God

what they truly are. Hypocrites.”
Gasps and words of surprise rip-

pled through the crowd. No one had

_ever criticized the Pharisees. before

like this. Yet the people knew in their
hearts that what Jesus was saying was
true. The Pharisees demanded that
they be called by.their title<. rather
than by their names. They bragged
about their donations to the temple.
Their prayers were long and selfim-
portant. ‘

“I give you some simple rules,” Je-
sus said. “Treat one another as broth-
ers and sisters. And call on God as
your father in heaven.‘Thosc of you
who are the leaders of your commu-
nity, consider yourselves servants. Do
not be fooled by the illusion of pow-
er. Those among you who arc humble
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will be seen as the greatest in the eyes
of God. :

“To the Pharisees I ask, what is
more important, your money or your
souls? If you teach one thing and do
another while claiming to be men of
God, God sees you. There is the law
and there is justice. A man-may be
clean outside, yet his heary. is black.
God will hold you responsible for
your actions.”

Q&A

READ MORE ABOUT IT:
Matthew 23.

1. What did Jesus call the Phar-

isees?

9. How should the community

leaders act to please God?
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Bible Accent
The Pharisces were experts
in the:laws:that' God had given
to 'Moses. But Jesus often
called them hypocrites because
they were more interested in
appearipg holy-and important
than they:wére in serving God
with humble hearts. They bex
lieved “their religiotis® statis®
made them superior to the oth-
. er ‘people ofstheir yillages, -
; 'I‘hg;ggog{,e&ﬁ_to brag about theirs
titfes” and -about” their wealth,
Money was very important to
them. . L
Jesus used the Pharisees to
show what can happen when
people place thé law- higher..
than God, who gave them the
law. .

St Jude

. 8t. Jude was one of the origi- -
‘nal twelve disciples of Jesus.
The Gogpels of Matthew and. -
Mark refer to him by the name
of Thaddeus. Although schol-

. ars believe he was related to Je-

- sys, little’is known of him or
,his ‘occypation before Jesus

~ called hi bé-one of his fol- -
lowe o ;
; g totradition; after
the day-of Pentecost, when the

 Holy Spirit came to the follow:
ers of Jesus, Jude traveled into
Persia, possibly with Simon, to -
. preach the word of God. Béth
Jnen. are-believed to have died |
-~ 8t. Jude is the patron saintof |
hopeless causes. We remember

>
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