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Pro-life march attracts hundreds 
By Mike Latona 
Staff writer 

Mary Ellen Dunning said she could 
have Jet her three children stay home and 
watch Saturday-morning programs. In­
stead, she exposed them to issues sur­
rounding abortion by bringing them to a 
pro-life demonstration. 

"This is reality, and people keep it hush-
hush," Dunning said as she held her 11-
month-old son, Michael. "It makes me feel 
very sad that people aren't educated 
enough to see what's happening." 

Dunning, from St. Jude's Church in 
Gates, was one of more than 300 people 
who braved a cold rain to participate in a 
pro-life march in downtown Rochester 
Oct 19. 

The march began at St. Joseph's Park, 
proceeded to the Liberty Pole, then down 
Main Street and Prince Street before end­
ing at the Planned Parenthood offices on 
University Avenue. 

Once there, Father Norman U. Weslin, 
OS, led the marchers in an hour of hymns 
and rosary recitation as participants faced 
the Planned Parenthood building. Many 
marchers brandished signs protesting 
abortions arranged through Planned Par­
enthood. Several of those signs displayed 
images of dead fetuses. 

Police were on duty along the march 
route and at Planned Parenthood. The 
only assistance they were called upon to 
provide was when Planned Parenthood 
officials asked them to keep protesters on 
the sidewalk and off the Planned Parent­
hood property. 

Planned Parenthood employees escort­
ed young women who entered the facility 
from the parking lot. Demonstrators 
shouted to die women in an effort to turn 
them against the' possibility of abortion, 
imploring them to "choose life." Howev­
er, no prolonged verbal exchanges took 
place. 

Father Weslin, founder of the Lambs 
of Christ pro-life movement, told the 
Catholic Courier that the demonstrators 
succeeded in their goal of staging a low-
key demonstration. 

"This sends a message to the killing in­
dustry ... in a peaceful, prayerful, nonvi­
olent way; with no risk of arrest, and us­
ing the power of the rosary to stop the 
killing," Father Weslin said. 

Carol Love, executive director of 
Planned Parenthood of Rochester and die 
Genesee Valley, agreed that the demon-
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In spite of the cold and rain, more than 300 people took part in a pro-life march 
to Rochester's Planned Parenthood offices O c t 19. 

stration was restrained. 
"Generally speaking, the people were 

fairly quiet and peaceful. There were a 
large number of people and it was a re­
spectful group," she said. 

Love added that her only complaint was 
that demonstrators blocked the driveway, 
making it difficult for vehicles to enter and 
exit the facility. 

There were no counter-protesters at die 
rally, and Love said she did not intend to 
escalate the possibility of violence by ad­
vocating for pro-choice demonstrators. 

"Our priority is pur patients, not the 
protesters," she said. "Our energy needs 
to go into helping the patients, not into 
organizing protests and counter-protests." 

Once the demonstration concluded, 
marchers returned to St. Joseph's Park. 
Most of diem remained for a 1?: 10 p.m. 
Mass at Our Lady of Victory Church. The 
Mass was concelebrated by Father Weslin 
and Father Winfried M. Kellner, pastor of 
Our Lady of Victory. 

Father Weslin told the Catholic Courier 
that he was pleased with die turnout. 

"That's good Catholics you have in 
Rochester," he said. "You have some 
strong people here." 

Father Weslin said he plans to stage fu­
ture demonstrations in Rochester and 
odier parts of the diocese. 

Rob Pokalsky, a Penfield resident, was 
among a small group of demonstrators at 
the Oct. 19 protest who regularly picket 

Father Norman U. Weslin, OS, a visit­
ing priest, leads protesters In reciting 
the rosary and singing hymns. 

die Planned Parenthood building on Sat­
urdays. He said he was heartened by such 
a strong turnout for the march. 

"It was wonderful, with the weather, to 
have so many people," Pokalsky re­
marked. 

Pokalsky emphasized that protesters do 
not wish to pass judgment against the em­
ployees and clients at Planned Parent­
hood. 

"We don't claim to be any better than 
those people," said Pokalsky, a Catholic 
who is not affiliated with a parish. "The 
distinction in Scripture is to hate the sin 
and love die sinner." 
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nounced the following appointments, 
effective Nov. 30 
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