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Friendships bring many gifts into our lives
Just a few moments ago I returned from
the rectory at Holy Ghost Parish, Gates.
Father Alexander Bradshaw, pastor of
Holy Ghost, had kindly invited me to join
some friends at a dinner party in honor of
Father Patrick Barry, OSB, abbot of Ampleforth Abbey, England. When Alexander studied at the Ampleforth School
from age 13 to 18, Father Barry - then
the headmaster of the school — had a
strong and positive influence in his life.
During the course of the evening, I became very much aware that their relationship is important to both of them. They
are adults who relate to one another in a
mature and engaging way. At the same
time, it seemed to me that there is an
awareness in both of them of the origins
of their friendship.
I sensed in Alexander an abiding gratitude to Patrick for the wisdom and
strength Patrick had brought to his life in
earlier years. At the same time, I sensed in
Patrick a sense of joy that the gifted
young man he had worked with so many
years ago had become such an esteemed
and respected member of the community
in which he now lives and works.
As I thought about the events of this
evening on the way home, I remembered
another experience I had three weeks ago.
That was a dinner to benefit the scholar-

you to name and spend some time thinking about the people in your life who have
ever been friends to you.
If you wish, you can go all the way back
to the beginnings of your memory to recall your first friend. And then you may
want to track through the years, recalling
the people who have been part of your life
as friends — where you met them, the
strength they brought to your life, the
goodness you brought to theirs, why you
remain friends to this day or what circumstances led you to drift apart.
How has your understanding of friendship changed over the years? How do you
name and account for those changes?
Have you been as good a friend to others
as you want to be? What has prevented
that?
As you think about people you have
thought of as best friends over the years,
do you think of any gifts of mind, heart
and character that they hold in common?
If these same people were to gather and
were asked what they most treasured
about your friendship, what do you think
.they would say?
It's a wonderful consolation in thinking
about friends and a great call to reflection, to remember that Jesus calls us
friends.
Peace to all.

along
the way
BY BISHOP MATTHI:\V H. CLARK

ship fund of my high school, Catholic
Central High School in Troy. I was happy
to go to the dinner. Indeed, I was looking
forward to seeing friends I had not seen
for many years.
The fact that I had a wonderful time
did not surprise me. What did surprise
me was the lasting impact of the evening.
Ever since then I have been more aware
than ever of the lasting gifts my high
school friends gave to me in those years.
And the remembering has also prompted
me to be deeply grateful for the gift of
friends through whom God has given me
such blessings in all the years of my life.
I have so much enjoyed remembering
friends that I would like to invite you to
do the same. I am not inviting you to
think about friendship in an abstract
sense, important as it may be to do that
from time to time. Rather, I am inviting
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Friday, October 25 at 7:30 PM

A. Because life isn't
always...Our adult shirt features the Courier's slogan and
a reprint of a page one article.
modeled Jy Father Hei&el
B. I'm a Courier Rid...Our
children's shirt design features
Kids Chronicle, along with a
puzzle for kids to complete.
modeled hy Kebey and
Patrick
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Tickets are $10.(90 each or $8.00 in groups of 3 or more
St available at Logos Bookstore & The Catholic Shop

THE AQUINAS INSTITUTE

C On the Move...A shirt
designed for teens, by teens.
•>om\
Shirts available in the following
sizes: Child S, M, L; Adult S, M,
L, XL, XXL add $2.50

Mail with check or money order (payable to Catholic Courier) to:
Catholic Courier • PO Box 24379 • Rochester, NY 14624-0379
QTY.

DESIGN
Because life... Tee
Because life... Sweat
Kids Chronicle Tee
Kids Chronicle Sweat
On the Move Tee
On the Move Sweat

SIZE

PRICE
$10.00
$20.00
$10.00
$20.00
$10.00
$20.00
Total Enclosed

TOTAL
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.State

Zip-

Telephone Number (
)j
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 100% 30-day money back^uarantee.
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Since 1902, The Aquinas Institute has graduated more than
16,000 young men and women who have pursued careers of
distinction throughout our country.
Aquinas continues to be a Rochester tradition, combining
the promise of tomorrow with the opportunity of today.
State of the art science and computer classrooms Computerized
library resources • New athletic facilities • Award-winning drama,
music, and art programs • Student operated media center •
Dedicated faculty and staff • Strong Basilian Fathers tradition
Individual student guidance

A Tradition of Excellence™
1127 Dewey Avenue • Rochester, New York 14613 • 716-647-2990

