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Cyrus frees the Israelites
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BY JOE SARNICOLA
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hese are the words of God as given to
his prophet, Isaiah:
"Jerusalem will again be a place in
which my people live. Cities will be rebuilt out of the rubble and my temple
will once again be a house of prayer. I
have chosen Cyrus to rule in my place.
He will give the commands that will
make all of this come true."
Cyrus had led his armies against the
Babylonians and had defeated them. The
God of die Israelite people who had
been held as captives in Babylon spoke to
Cyrus-through the prophets.
On a day of rejoicing over his victory,
Cyrus stood in front of the Israelites and
said, "Today is for celebrating more than
a victory. Today will also be a day of freedom to many who have never known it."
The crowd became silent as they waited for Cyrus to explain what he was talking about.
"The prophet Jeremiah said that his
people would be held captive in Babylon
for seventy years," King Cyrus said. "That
time has come to an end. The God of Israel has told me what to do. The first
thing I will do is to release all of you from
your bondage. You are now a free people,
the people of Israel, the people of your
God."
Men, women and. children cried,
hugged each other and shouted praises
to God. They were free. They could return to the country of their parents and
grandparents. They could start lives of
their own in freedom. Cyrus and his soldiers could celebrate Uieir victory over
Babylon, but the people of Israel would
celebrate their new freedom. Just as they
had once been freed from Egypt, now
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they had been freed from Babylon.
One of the Israelite elders stood and
motioned for silence. He opened an old
scroll and read from i t
"The prophet Jeremiah said, 'When
the 70 years of Babylon have come to an
end, the Lord will bring his people back
home.' That day is today. Let us rejoice
and give thanks to him."
The people shouted praises again. Musicians played harps and cymbals. Children started singing and the adults
joined in. Fires were started in preparation for a feast
After celebrating, everyone gathered
their families and their possessions together, and began the march to

Jerusalem the next morning. Cyrus gave
them money and building materials so
that they could rebuild their homes.
Four months later the Israelites
reached their destination, die site of the
city of Jerusalem. Rebuilding began immediately and the Israelites were a free
people with a home once more.

Q&A
READ MORE ABOUT IT: Isaiah 45;
(additional reading: Ezra 1.)
1. What city did Cyrus conquer?
2. What did Cyrus do to help the Israelites?
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Trivia
Ring Size Trivia (taken from the
First Book of Kings). Chapter numbers are given as hints. Answers can
be found on page 5.
1. Which king could not keep
warm? (1) David
2. He was Bathsheba's son.
(1)_
3. Whose arm became paralyzed?
(13)
:
4. Which king challenged Elijah's
God? (18)
5. Whose ships never sailed?
(22)

You can win a $50 savings bond by writing an essay (100 or fewer words) answering this question:
Why do you think the story of Cyrus is recorded in the Bible?
Send your essay — including name, home address, telephone number, school and grade — to
Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester,
N.Y. 14624. Deadline for entries is O c t 24, 1996.
The winner will be notified by phone and receive
die savings bond by mail. In addition, die winner's
essay will be published in an upcoming issue of
Kids' Chronicle.
Last month's winner was Brittany Marie Devlin, a fifth-grade student at St Josaphat's School, Rochester. In response to the question Why do you think crowds of
people often surrounded Jesus when he traveled? she wrote:
People often surrounded Jesus when he traveled throughout die Holy Land. People
who believed in God knew he was the Son of God. They crowded around him because
they thought that if Uiey got closer to him Uiey were becoming closer to God. They also wanted miracles.
Jesus was very kind. He helped and healed the people. He forgave those who were
unkind to him. He preached and brought God into die world. He loved everybody and
people loved him back.
Because of diose things and odiers people followed him.
THANKS T O OUR SAVINGS BOND DONOR;
651 Plymouth Ave. N., Rochester, NY 14608 (716) 546-1740
Quality Sausage and Meat Products Since 1880

Bible Accent
,
t

Gyrus w ^ t t e
tofcajp^Pjr-.
siajasffepm 559tOf529 J§.Cv*flfeo
conquered Babylon around the
>etr5S8BC -uid he made Per
sia a great empire
Cyrus name in Persian means
"shepherd" Isaiah called htm
God s shepherd because he was
doing God s will when he freed
the Israelites from the Babyiom
ans
Gyrus allowed the Israelites to
go- back to Jerusalem and rebuild the city and the temple
He gave them money and mate
ruds to help them He also gave
them back the religious items
that had been taken by the Babylonians

* J|hn Lebnardi wa&c%e|n«r J
about sickf^pleimdp^mcr^
J6 "he becairfe a J H a r t f p ^ w d
took care of them. John wanted
to beifole to continue to work
Morittu^rt l mate*r^pre>^hrt
* «wdiedarulbec|miean^rd^ea"
« f&etfZ
*, " , W^«^-"
. H e ^rasaig^d
tate&ggtfr*
of Sam&f ;Mari?Ctvtehifafa

Mffi, te^tagjBd^

permitted% the pope to Ibrm'
# order of $frfc
n&fiK
efcargte bttt^inlngpther pn«ts
and monks;
„•*.«•»
jorwc^re^forrxia^lhfl) &*?*
victims antf eventually'cpii
ed the illness himself arid djediif
1609. We honor him on Oct, 9. £r
**;
-u

Saturday, October 19th -10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at Logos Bookstore
Clown 12PM - 4PM • Games • Give Aways Going On All Day
Food and Drink Available

VIDEO GIFT SETS

Last Chance Detectives normally priced at '19" each get
a 3 pack for *39" choose from Escape from Hrelake,
Legend of Desert Bigfoot, Mystery Lights of Navajo Mesa.
Mcgee and Me normally 1 4 " each now 2 for 1 8 "

VIDEO

Street of Shoppes
1600 Ridge Road West
716-663-5085

Last Chance Detectives on sale at 1 6 " (reg. 19")
McCee and Me buy 3 get on free
Choose from titles such ass
Twister and Shout, Back to the Drawing Board

Do the Bright Thing, The Blunder Years
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