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Women

Continued from page 1
Her sponsors include St. Bernard's Insti-
tute and the Women's Commission.

Sister Johnson pointed out, however, that
until the Second Vatican Council theology
in the Catholic Church was a male-only field
in-terms of who could study or teach it.

*What has happened over the many
sears, centuries, this being a male subject,
is men used only their spirituality, their
taith, their insights to interpret what Chris-
tianity meant. So that left out half the hu-
man race,” she said in a telephone inter-
view from her home in Bronxville, N.Y.

In her 1992 book She Who Is Sister

Johnson contended that, “Male images al- .

low men to participate fully ... while
women can do so only by abstracting
themselves from their concrete, bodily
identity as women.”

This sets up a "l'argely unconscious dy-

nanic,” she wrote, that alienates women
from their own goodness and power while
reinforcing their dependency upon men.

But as women contribute their own
perspective, they eventually emerge with
a deeper faith, one they can embrace and
be faithful to, “not just the usual handed-
down one,” she said. And yet with this
perspective, she argued the “Gospel
essence doesn’t change.”

B
“1 am one of those committed to thmk

ing our Christian faith is of trenendous
value, and we need to do this for the sake
of future Christians, the sake of children,
that they can inherit a church, a vision of
Christianity, that takes women's humani-
ty seriously,” Sister Johnson said. “I think
that’s good for men’s humanity us well.
“But I'm not out there in the parishes
teaching religious education to second-
graders, so to my mind it’s a muiti-part ef-
fort,” Sister Johnson said. “Anybody who's
in the church and cares about this can do
something wherever thg:y are.”

She and other women are wary that
whatever a “new feminism” may mean, it
not create a kind of reverse sexism. Mary
Ann Glendon, who headed the Vatican
delegation to the Fourth World Confer-
ence on Women held in Beijing last year,
told the participants at the Women and
the Culture of Life Conference that
“dogmatic extremes” have stirred the con-
troversy. One extreme, for instance,
would argue that feminism means there is
no difference between men and women,
another that feminism treats men and
women as virtually different species.

“I would hate to see the movement of
women who are trying to help the church
hear the prophetic voice of the spirit fall in-
to the trap of replicating the same dys-
functional pattern they are trying to cor-
rect,” agreed Sheila Cody of St. Januarius

Church in Naples. She is co-organizing a

Regional Synod Symposium on Women
for 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 26, at St.
Francis de Sales Church in Geneva. It will

In an era in which some dioceses in
the United States are just beginning to
allow women to serve as lectors, two
Rochester women have published what
is believed to be the first collection of
sermons by Roman Catholic women.

Preacking: Twenty Homilies
by Roman Catholic Women was published
in September by Resource Publications
Inc. of San Jose, Calif. All 20 samples are
from the Diocese of Rochester.

Roslyn A. Karaban, Ph.D., associate
professor at St. Bernard's Institute, and
Deni Mack, D.Min., pastoral associate at
St. Anne’s/St. Gregory’s churches of

and Marion, edited the book.

In his foreword, Father Walter ]J.
Burghardt, SJ, a nationally known preach-
er, noted the title is not an oxymoron.

“Catholic women are preaching in in-
creasing numbers, in more and more

xelauvely:amyduxmgtﬁ“’gmnsu .‘i ,'
g%,” he wrote, Hen qtgﬁﬂlattﬁekod%
womeushgmxhes e ceddelessly

tive, sure to &xasperate the-

feature Bishop Matthew H. Clark; Sister

Mary Louise Heffernan, S§]J, on spirituali-
ty; and a session on violence and poverty.

Cody was surprised to read this sum-
mer that the pope had spoken of women
needing to form a “new feminism.”

“My first reaction was, ‘Gosh, why
haven’t more of us heard that?’” she said.

“I think that for the new feminism the
focus is on living out the Gospels,” Cody
continued. “I was heartened by the pope
urging women to live out their baptismal
call. He was sort of giving us a challenge
to be more responsible for that, but I'm
afraid a lot of women don’t know the chal-
lenge has been given.”

In his message the pope also described
motherhood as a “special communion with
the mystery of life,” that “gives rise to an at-
titude toward human beings ... which pro-
foundly marks the woman’s personality.”

“Women first learn and then teach oth-
ers that human relations are authentic if
they are open to accepting the other per-
son: a person who is recognized and loved
because of the dignity which comes from
being a person ... This is the fundamen-
tal contribution which the church and hu-
manity expect from women,” he stated.

Glendon told her audience last May, “We
cannot know exactly what future historians
will see when the look back at our ‘turn of
the century’ feminism, or even whether
what they see will be called feminism.”

It is sobering, she added, “to think that
all of us may bear some share of the re-
sponsiblhty for the shape of that new fem-
inism.”

. Comparing women'’s journey to that of
Moses to the Promised Land, she said that
the past 30 years have taught women “to
beware of freedom look-alikes.”

“It is beginning to look as though the
journey has ... no escape from the wind-
ing, rocky road so many have travelled
since Moses and the Hebrew children es-
caped from bondage,” she said.

“But from women’s point of view, that
is not so bad,” Glendon said. “After all,
for centuries we weren’t even on the
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