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Homes provide solace in final days 
By Rob CulHvan 
Staff writer 

MENDON - Benincasa, a 
home for the terminally ill, will 
hold an open house from 1 to 5 
p.m. Sunday, Oct 6. The home is 
at 3880 Rush Mendon Road. 

The open house marks die cul­
mination of months of effort by 
parishioners at St Catherine of 
Siena Church -in Mendon, along 
with area non-Cadiolics, said Fa-
dier Charles J. Latus, pastor. 

"I've been a priest for 28 years," 
Father Latus said, "and I've never 
seen anything that I've been in­
volved in with such a wide re­
sponse from people." 

Father Latus said supporters 
• had raised more than $55,000 for 

the home, which takes its name 
from the surname of St. Cather­
ine's family. He added that the 
home has garnered $150,000 
worth of in-kind donations such as 
plumbing fixtures and furniture 
from area businesses and sup 
porters. 

"I really feel for my own people 
— and the community — a lot of 
pride for what they've accom­
plished," Father Latus said. 

Beverly Clark, executive direc­
tor of Benincasa* said 400 people 
have been officially invited to die 
open house, but added that the 
general public is welcome as well. 

She also encouraged anyone in­
terested in more information 
about the home to call 716/624-
8070. 

Clark noted that 150 people 
have helped to renovate die home, 
a manse diat was donated by Men­
don Presbyterian Church, located 
next door. The home is being op­
erated in cooperation witii die 
Presbyterian church and widi St 
Mark's LuUieran Church in Men­
don. 

Clark said four years ago, her 
husband, Deacon Gary Clark, sug­
gested they go to Father Latus and 
propose that the parish help to es­
tablish the home. So the Clarks 
went to the pastor, with whom 
they were great friends, and made 
their proposal — but not before 
they all said a prayer together, she 
said. 

"Anything started with prayer is 
never going to go wrong," she re-
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Judy Mincher (left) and Mary Ann Gollin (right), members of the 
Benincasa advisory board, help ready the home for the dying 
for its Oct 6 open house. 

called her husband telling her. 
A garden outside the resulting 

Benincasa will be a memorial to 
Deacon Clark, who died a year 
ago, she said. She added that do­
nations for the house in her hus­
band's name have amounted to 
$30,000, 

Organizers of the home agreed 
with Clark tiiat their prayers for 
its success have yielded much 
more fruit than could have been 
possible had they not called on 
the Lord for help. 

"To see something that was 
prayed about, and to see prayers 
answered like that so concretely is 
overwhelming," commented Sis­
ter Karen Dietz, SSJ, director of re­
ligious education at St. Cather­
ine's. 

Benincasa features two rooms 
for terminally ill residents; an in-
terfaidi chapel; a lending library 

if you 
have 
been 

wondering 

with books on illness, spirituality 
and grieving; and a counseling 
room, according to Lori LaSalle, 
a St Catherine's parishioner and 
the house manager. 

"We may do memorial ser­
vices," she added. 

One member of the clergy who 
has committed to helping out res­
idents and their families is the 
Rev. Lauri Craig, a minister with 
the Genesee Valley Association of 
the United Church of Christ Rev. 
Craig, who has worked with griev­
ing families, said places like Ben­
incasa can make the end of a rel­
ative's life feel as special to one's 
family as its beginning. 

"This is a ministry, it's not just 
a house," she said of Benincasa. 
"It's a time of great privilege be­
ing with someone as they face 
God." 

Benincasa is slated to take its 

first resident in mid-October, 
LaSalle and Clark said, adding 
that 70 people from all three 
churches have been trained to be 
volunteer care-givers. 

Benincasa is the latest of a 
handful of homes for die^ying to 
open in the diocese. Such homes 
as Elisha House, a joint effort of 
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 
and St Augustine's Parish, and 
Isaiah House, operated by Corpus 
Christi 'Parish, both in Rochester, 
have served the terminally ill for 
several years now. And two new 
potential homes for the dying are 
on the horizon. 

One such facility will be called 
Journey Home and is being estab­
lished by a group of Catholics 
from parishes in Greece, and 
Protestants, according to Karen 
Materise, executive co-director. 
Materise said Journey Home will 
probably open in late 1997 or ear­
ly 1998 in a leased house in 
Greece. 

"It's really coming together," 
she said of the efforts of the 20-
member group working on the 
home's establishment "The com­
munity support is there." 

She added that Journey 
Home's organizers are sponsoring 
a fundraising evening perfor­
mance of Neil Simon's "Plaza 
Suite" at the Brookhouse in 
Greece on Oct 18. Tickets are $25, 
she said, and those interested in 
the play or the home may call her 
at 716/227-8137. 

Catholics in Victor are also 
working widi Protestants to estab­
lish a home for the dying that has 
been named Serenity House, ac­
cording to Dorothy Partington, a 
parishioner at St Patrick's in Vic­
tor who serves on the home's 
steering committee. The group 
has already found a site for the 
home in a building owned by St 
Patrick's Parish, and is looking for 
an architect to draw plans for ren­
ovation, she said. 

She added that her committee 
hopes to open the home by Sep­
tember 1997, and that people in­
terested in volunteering to help 
should call 716/934^043. 
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