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Image of church's center still inspires
I
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In iho last column. I wrote about lav
ministrv. Thai piece provoked quite a bit
ot mail sent to me. To some people, the
column seemed to represent a singlehanded at tempi to destroy the church. To
others, it seemed to sa\e the church from
certain destruction at the hands of anyone who/ might raise a question about
what 1 had said. Amazing!
Bui as 1 road through the letters, 1 was
reminded of an exercise a teacher of mine
once invited us to do. We were discussing
"What do vou think of when vou hear the
word 'church'?" — the kind of thing only
graduate students have time for. The
teacher was himself a Methodist teaching
at a Catholic universin; about half of the
students were Catholic and half were
from other Christian denominations.
By the time we finished the exercise, it
was clear to us that for students trained in
traditional Catholic upbringings, the primary images of church were centered in
three places: buildings, the Vatican, and a
mixture of "hierarchical figures" like the
pope, bishops, priests and nuns. Our
Protestant colleagues pictured their local
church building, instead of an international center, and their local congregations.
I have recalled that simple exercise

many times since. I have also come
through several different phases of "images of the church." But a primary experience for me was coming into close
contact with the teachings of the Second Vatican Council. If I had to select
one passage from any church dqcument
that changed my thinking about the
church, I would point to the o p e n i n g
sentences from "The Church in the
Modern World."
I still read that passage with a mix of excitement and awe, because for me, it completely changed my notion of the church
— a notion I had held since childhood.
The passage is this: "The joy and hope,
the grief and anguish of the people of our
time, especially of those who an? poor or

afflicted in any way, are the joy and hope,
the grief and anguish of Christ as well.
Nothing that is genuinely human fails to
find an echo in our hearts. For ours is a
community composed of those who, united in Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit, press onward toward the kingdom of
God and are bearers of a message of salvation intended for all."
We ought to be filled with a sense of gratitude to the genius of those who met at Vatican II and framed a new vision of the
church not for the past, but for the future.
What that passage did for me the first time
I heard it, and what it does still, is call me
to a better, nobler, wiser understanding of
what the church is, where it is primarily located, and who conducts its mission.
T h e church depicted in that passage is
a church located not only and not primarily in sanctuaries and worship spaces
or in religion classes, rectories or convents. T h e church is that located in the
midst of human life: in the midst of the
primary human (not just Christian, not
just "religious") experience of joy and
hope, grief and anguish. T h e church is
found especially among those who are
poor and afflicted.
I can still remember my awareness that

the council was telling us strongly and
clearly that if we warit to experience
church, we should go to where die "poor
and afflicted" are, and live and work there.
T h e passage also announces to us that
die church isn't primarily a bHevel community with priests, nuns and other special citizens on a "higher" level than everyone else. It indicates that die church is a
community of those who spend themselves
on behalf of die kingdom of God by bringing the great good news of salvation —
found and proclaimed especially among
die poor and afflicted. T h e source of the
unity of that kingdom-centered group.is
Christ and the Spirit.
As I sit here today I can't help but diink
that we should plaster diat passage all over
our walls and on our steering wheels and
on our refrigerators a n d anywhere else we
can think of. (If nothing else, it might take
our minds off how odier people dress at
Mass!) The church described in that passage is so much more than our superficial
and comfortable imaginings. It is an important community dedicated to an important task — one of incredible urgency
and to be undertaken by off of us.
Sister Schoelks is president of Si Bernard's
Institute.

Methodist baptism valid in Catholic Church
Q. O u r family is Catholic going back
many generations. Some have left the
church, but I didn't think it would happen in our own family.
One of our sons, when he was married
to a non-Catholic, said in the papers h e .
signed diat he would continue his Catholic
faith, and would do everything he could to
raise his children Catholic also.
A few years ago, however, he joined another church, the Methodists, with his
wife. Recently their child, our grandson,
was baptized in their church.
O u r priest has been a great help in
many ways, but we haven't received a solid answer to one matter that concerns us.
According to Catholic teaching, is our
grandchild really baptized?
Whatever the differences, we would
not want him deprived of that. Can you
explain, and give us something we can telr
our son and our other children?
— New Jersey
A. In a word, the answer is yes. T h e
Catholic Church clearly recognizes the validity of baptisms in many other Christ-

ian churches.
There's nothing brand new about diis.
Thirty years ago, Vatican Council II referred to baptism as o n e of the sacramental bonds that link us with other
Christian churches.
In one place, the council says, the
Christian way of life of these (Piotestant)
brethren is nourished by faith in Christ. It
is strengthened by the grace of baptism
and the hearing of God's word. (Decree
on Ecumenism, n. 2)
About 20 years before that the church
explicitly m e n t i o n e d Lutherans, Pres-

byterians, Baptists, Methodists, Congregationalists and Disciples of Christ
as among those who should not be baptized again if they convert to t h e
Catholic faith.
The reason is that there is no reason to
doubt die validity of die baptism diey received in me church they belonged to previously.
As you imply die promise or affirmation made when your son was married
added nothing to the responsibilities any
believing and committed Catholic has as
she or he enters marriage.
Those who take dieir religious commitments seriously (and for Catholics diis
would include dieir beliefs concerning the
church, die Eucharist, the sacraments, etc)
have a serious responsibility to do everything they can for their own faith, and to
provide dieir children an opportunity for
diat same relationship with G o d
Sometimes, however, even the best efforts and intentions do not work out, and
it's impossible for us to get into anyone
else's conscience to know their relation-

ship to God in these matters.
This is why the affirmation made by a
Catholic before an interfaith marriage is
worded as you stated: l i e or she will d o
everything within their power to share
dieir Catholic faith with their children,
and hold onto it themselves.
Your son's experience-is one-more evidence of how seriously couples should
take dieir religious convictions at die time
of marriage.
O n e of the primary purposes of die
church's requirements before marriage is
to bring the couple to a serious dialogue
about how they will keep and respect dieir
own and each odier's consciences in their
religious lives.
(A free b r o c h u r e with questions
Catholics ask about baptism practices
and sponsors is available by sending a
stamped self-addressed envelope t o Father J o h n Dietzen, Holy Trinity Church,
704 N. Main St., Bloomington, IL
61701.)
Father Dietzen is pastor of Holy Trinity
Church. Questions may be sent to him there.
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"A Special Place for Special People"

OCTOBER SPECIALS

FEATURING:
Fine Foods - Reasonable Prices
• Excellent Service

Serving Sunday
Thursday until 11 pm
Friday df Saturday
until Midnight

430 Spencerport Road
(Corner of Long

Pond)

716-247-7690

PORTOFINO
$16.95
Lobster, Shrimp, Scallops, and Crabmeat sauteed in a
light white wine sauce, served over Hngpine with
artichokes and black olives.
MATTRE \y PRIME RIB
$14.95
lOoz. prime rib dusted in cracked peppercorn and
grilled in a maitre a" butter served on a sizzkr.
RACK OF LAMB.-.
$19.95
Grilled and served with a bordelaise sauce, grilled
veggies and garlic smashed potatoes.
PASTA PORTABELLO
$13.95
Pasta prepared in a light cream sauce with artichokes
and calamata olives lopped with grilled portabella
mushrooms.
Private accommodations for up to 50 people.
Serving Lunch Tues.-Fri.
A.
Dinner Mort.-Sat
831 Fetzner R d .
&»i*MakimLm>Oa»wtero^rnmth^^^

(716) 225-1500

K£TTl£
507 SPENCERPORT RD.
(COLONIAL PLAZA) • 247-CLUB
NEXT TO GATES
i kAi J J.
BOWL
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Friday
Night
Huge Fish
Fry Dinner

MtaTAURANT

Tuesday- N.Y. Strip Steak $9.95
Piano Tuesday Evening with Sue Power
Thursday' German Day
Dinner & Dessert $8.95
Friday - Famous Kopper Kettle Rsh Fry
BreakfajtSperiab-7.il am Moa-Fri.

Open Daily • 7 am-830 pm
Open Saturday -Sunday • 7am- 2 pm

^
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HOMEMADE PIES
& PASTRIES

BUY ONE, GET SECOND
DINNER AT HALF PRICE
(Reg. S5.99)-Sony, no take out on specials
Serving 430 - 94)0 pm Late Night Menu after 9 pm

Call/or Parties
for aO occasions

"Order your Holiday Pies
in November

9 7 6 Chili A v e .
235-8060

