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Jonathan Schwartzmeyer refers to 
his dog as his little brother. 
Alison Buttarazzi's dog is includ 

in her family portrait. 
Karen Sheehan says hi to her fish 

and asks how they're doing. 
Laura Anderson and her family 

send greeting cards that are also 
"signed" by her four cats and two 
dogs. 

So who says pets aren't human? 
Well, maybe they aren't exactly 

people, but they sure do seem to 
know how to communicate with us 
human types. Take Megan Beck's 2-
year-old cat, Spirit, who clearly 
conveyed to Megan's family the 
message that she needed a good 
home. 

The Becks first meit Spirit one 
Sunday when they went to Mass at 
Holy Ghost Church in Gates. Megan 
discovered Spirit in the parking lot, 
and die cat later intercepted her fami
ly as they headed for a post-Mass cof
fee hour in an adjoining building. 

"It rolled onto its back, right in 
front of the door so you couldn't 
open it," Megan, 15, said. 

Megan's mother leaned over to pet 
the cat, and that's all it took for Spirit 
to earn a trip home with die Becks 

diat day. Megan's family ran lost-
and-found ads but failed to locate 
die owner — so Spirit joined 
Megan's dog, Rascal, and cat, 
Midnight, as die household's 

diird pet. 
"We named her 'Spirit' 

because it was on 
Pentecost Sunday and 
we found her at 

church," Megan said. 
(Pentecost Sunday 
celebrates die outpour
ing of die Holy Spirit 
on die Apostles, and die 
start of the church's mis
sion on earth.) 

Had die cat been a 

Laura Anderson, a member of the Catholic Com 
Nunda, relaxes at home with five of her six family pi 

male — or been discovered around 
this time of year — "Francis" would al
so have been a good name with a reli
gious theme. Oct 4 marks die feast 
day of St Francis of Assisi, die patron 
saint of die environment. His 
great appreciation of nature 
is reflected in paintings that 
often show him surrounded 
by birds and odier animals. 
Many parishes in die diocese, 
in fact, are hosting "pet 
blessings" diis week in hon
or of St. Francis. 

St. Francis would feel 
right at home widi Laura, 14, 
and her six-pet household. Laura 
said her cats and dogs all get along 
fairly well, although "for awhile, die 
cats would hiss at die dogs when 
they were puppies." 

Of her six furry friends, Laura 
said she's especially close to her 9-
year-old cat, Robert Rascal. He has 
belonged to die Andersons since he 
was a kitten. 
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Basic Obedience &, 
Advanced Training For 

All Breeds 
(6 mo. & older) 

• Private Lessons By 
Appointment Only 

• One-Month Obedience 
Program- Dog Boarded at 

our Facility 
BOARDDT& 

» Day • Week • Month 
Jack Staud-Owner • Bebe Weber - Trainer 

K-9 TRAINING INC. 
"Since 1956" 

2057 Mt Read Blvd." • Rochester • 647-1310 

ARDDA ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Ardda Is a smaB veterinary hospital where you and 
your pet can receive personalized attention and 
expect the highest standards for care We offer 
many services besides medical care flte boarding, 
grooming and nutrttJonal counseing. 

Dr. James KutrybaJa • (716) 647-9520 
1105 Wdgeway Avenue (Comer of ML Read) 

Dog Obedience Classes 
PATRICIA WERNER announcts small group dams 
fbrb«ginrwrdogsofalag«s/12w««ksandup. 
8 week courses now forming in October at both locations. 

Register eorty as dosses are limited. 
Also: Level II classes; private classes 

• ROCHESTER (1290 University Ave.; Noah's Ark) 

• WEBSTER M A OC1JC 
Call for more information . 994Bwv I 9 
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