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I have mentioned to you often that one
of the central joys and graces of my min-
istry is the opportunity it gives me to hear
from you of things about which you care
deeply. That kind of input comes in a vari-
ety of ways — in letters, in planned or un-
planned conversations, and in meetings
large and small.

Some of what I hear expresses pleasure
at one or another aspect of life in our dio-
cese. Other contributions bespeak discon-
tent with something that is happening. Still
others seek clarification or deeper under-
standing of what is going on. In the vast
majority of cases, people speak in a con-
structive fashion. Even when they are not
pleased with or do not understand some-
thing, they express their concern in a posi-
tive, constructive fashion. Some even volun-
teer, and follow up on their offer, to help
fix what they think is broken.

I delight in all of this (well, most of it
anyway) because it puts me in contact with
the faith values of people among whom I
am called to serve. I also find it valuable
because it helps me to keep developing and
growing in my understanding of issues and
new ways of doing things.

There is always so much to learn from
others more informed than I am about a
range of issues. For that reason I thank
God for our faculty at St. Bernard’s Insti-
tute and the many other fine scholars who
so very generously serve in our community.

By Bistior Marrirw H. CLARK

They are so kind and responsive when I ask
them to help think through issues or to
prepare a piece of work.

And I thank God for the great pastors
and pastoral ministers in our midst. They
work closely and effectively with our peo-
ple. They reflect on that experience, try to
learn from it and share it with their col-
leagues and peers for the enrichment of all.

I am grateful, too, for our diocesan staff.
They are always so helpful to me and to
our parish communities. This list would be
incomplete without a reference to the great
number of pcople in-our diocese who vol-
unteer their time, talent and treasure to
strengthen our church that we might be
more loving and effective in our efforts to

“build up the Kingdom of God.

That generosity is offered in more ways
than I could possibly mention here. Hardly
a day passes that I do not have personal
and direct experience of its impact. I am al-
ways impressed by it, always encouraged by
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it and strengthened in hope.

- In this context I want to refer to an as-
pect of life I have mentioned often in re-
cent months. That is the growth in and en-
thusiasm about youth ministry and young
adult ministry that has occurred among us
in recent years. That growth has taken
place, in part, because our youths, young
adults and those who care about them have
made the commitment to speak about what
rea]ly matters to them. Equally importantly,
they have opened themselves to hear what
matters to others. I think you will agree
that this movement is a great sign of hope
among us, that all of us should encourage
it in any way that we can.

I could go on and on about the abun-
dance of life and good things of which I be-
come aware in my daily associations with
the people of this diocese. I find that such
contacts continually feed my spirit and re-
new my strength.

God knows we have problems. Some of
them will take a long time to solve, if we
ever do solve them. Some may take years.
Others, pray God, we will manage to get
through in a short time. But it is my firm
conviction that we will best meet our prob-
lems when we face them with a spirit of
faith in the God who gives us life and who
has so abundantly blessed our diocese since
its foundation in 1868 — and who continues
to bless us today.

Peace to all.

GO.
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O God, Who wills not the deatHiof a sinner but rather that he be
converted and live, grant, we beseich Thee, through the intercession
....... of the Blessed Mary, ever Virgingand all the saints, an incredse of
laborers for Thy Church; fellow Bborers with Christ to spend and
consume themselves for souls thfpugh the same Jesus Christ, Thy
Son who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the union of the Holy
! Spirit, world without end. Amen (7 years Indulgence)
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