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Politics 
Continued from page 1 

"Despite our best efforts, and I've been 
at this 25 years, Catholic social teaching is 
one of thfe best kept secrets in the United 
States," Balinsky asserted. 

Church positions on some 20 general 
issues are cited in the bishops' political re
sponsibility statement. Those issues in
clude refugees, communications, housing, 
abortion, discrimination and racism, cap
ital punishment, environmental justice, 
euthanasia and welfare reform. 

"It is the church's role as a community 
of faith to call attention to the moral and 
religious dimensions of secular issues, to 
keep alive the values of the Gospel as a 
norm for social and political life, and to 
point out the demands of the Christian 
faith for the just transformation of soci
ety," the bishops wrote. 

"We have to address the policies which 
create living conditions for all of us," 

Balinsky explained. "Just as we 
are called not to just sit there 
and pray in church when our 
neighbor is hurt outside, so are 
we called to be involved in the 
political process." 

To help encourage involve
ment in that process, diocesan 
Catholic Charities and the 
Diocesan Public Policy Com
mittee this June distributed 
among parishes a packet of ma
terials about political responsi
bility. That packet includes both a sum
mary and the complete text of the bishops' 
political responsibility statement, excerpts 
from it for inclusion in bulletins, ideas for 
homilists, prayers, get out die vote do's 
and don'ts, a resource manual, and voter 
registration tips and guidelines. 

The statement cites six guiding princi
ples that shape die church's approach to 
public life: 

• The life and dignity of die human per
son; 

'In the Catholic 

tradition, citizen

ship is a virtue: 

participation in 

the political 

process is an 

ion.' 

11996 WESTERN N.Y. 
g CUF CONFERENCE 
IV Catholics United for the Faith 

FT. Joseph Fessio, SJ 
Publisher of Ignatius Press 

Known for his quick wit arid deep love and 
understanding of the Catholic Eaith. Fr. Fession 

is a theologian you must come and hear! 

Dr. William Donohue 
He is president of the Catholic League for religious 
and Civil Rights and is the nation's prime expert 

on "Anti-Catholicism in the Media" 

Friday, September 27th at the Party House 7 pm 
Saturday, September 28th at Holy Spirit Church 

Mass at 9:00 am 

Tickets $30 per person 
For Reservations and Information CalLDorothy Macahiso (716) 248-9094 

• Human rights and respon
sibilities; 

• The call to family and com
munity; 

• The dignity of work and 
die rights of workers; 

• The option for the poor; 
• Solidarity with die poor 

across die world. 
The bishops explain that 

diese principles are drawn not 
only from Catholic teaching 
and tradition — with an em

phasis on a "consistent concern for human 
life" — but also a history of working widi 
the poor, the elderly and immigrants. 

The diocese will also soon distribute a 
USCC 1996 presidential candidate ques
tionnaire that was sent to Bill Clinton, Bob 
Dole and Ross Perot Clinton and Dole re
sponded; Perot did not. 

Jeanne Shanley, director of social min
istry at Rochester's Holy Family Parish, 
had praise for the diocesan packet — and 
especially appreciated that fact that the 
bishops and die diocese are dealing with 
issues, and are not endorsing candidates. 

"The whole packet has been really help
ful, both die facts it provides and die atti
tude it sets," Shanley said. 

That attitude, she explained, is one of 
encouraging people to look at die human 
dimensions of issues and of encouraging 
people to bring into play faith values as 
diey consider a broad range of issues. 

"I know while many people, including 
myself, have personal favorite issues, it's 
always a challenge to say'Do it vote on diat 
one issue,'" Shanley acknowledged. 

As part of efforts to promote political 
involvement, her parish held die first of 
three consecutive weekends of voter reg
istration Sept 14-15. -

Shanley explained diat die voter drive is 
an attempt to help allay some people's 
fears about voting—such as how diey will 
be able to get to polling sites and whether 
those sites are handicap accessible. The 
goal is to reassure them that help is avail
able and thus ease them into involvement. 

"There are a lot of people who hold to 
the idea you don't mix church and poli
tics," Shanley said. "Yet we are followers 
of Jesus, who was one of the most politi
cal figures in history." 

Shanley noted diat Jesus sometimes ran 
afoul of the political leaders of his day, 
and frequently asked people to consider 

carefully die laws by which they were liv
ing, such as die law forbidding work on 
dieSabbadi—alaw wWch he himself tech
nically broke when he cured die man widi 
a widiered hand (Mark 3:1-6). 

"Jesus invited diem to look at (die laws) 
more closely, at die letter of the law and 
die spirit of die law," Shanley suggested. 

By drawing people into die political 
process, and by providing diem widi back
ground information about church posi
tions on issues, Shanley said, she hopes to 
encourage the people to keep those posi
tions and their faith in mind as they look 
at die issues and die candidates' positions. 

"Hopefully, some of our parishioners 
will be more informed and less fearful of 
it," Shanley said. 

Some parishioners at St. Ann and St. Ig
natius Loyola churches in Hornell are like
wise hoping to help fellow parishioners be
come more informed. 

On Sept 8, representatives of both 
parishes met to form a joint public policy 
group. According to Susan Einhorn, who 
took part in die meeting and is a member 
of die social ministry committee at St 
Ann's, die new group will initially focus 
on voter registration and on studying is
sues affecting families and children. 

"There's a lot of poverty in die area," 
Einhorn explained. "We're going to try to 
study die issues, talk to people and find 
out what we can do." 

The group will also make use of mate
rials from die USCC to help encourage 
people to be involved in die political 
process, "just to make people more aware 
diat diey can have a voice in government," 
Einhorn said. 

"People hear so much about separation 
of church and state, and diey don't realize 
it's an obligation to get involved," she 
added. 

Balinsky has a strong belief in diat view. 
"We are not a religion about individu

alism and isolation for die community," 
Balinsky noted . "God calls us t o be ' in 
volved." 

Milligan pointed out that being in
volved in die political process is a means 
to help bring to fruition die social teach
ings of die church. 

"Politicians listen to registered voters," 
Milligan said. "Look at die tilings you can 
make change by voting. If you want to ad
vocate for change, you have to do i t That's 
part of die Catholic tradition " 
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Announcements 

AOOPTIONS The Catholic 
J " ' rier does not publish 
adoption advertising. To ob
tain a list of agencies that 
serve birth mothers and 
adoptive parents, call 
716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on 
this list may send information 
to the Catholic Courier. 

Card-of Thanks 

THANK YOU FOR favors re
ceived St. Jude, Sacred Heart 
of Jesus and all the saints. IW 

MERCHANDISE; 

Garage Sales 

IT , ^ ir^y 4^& 

Wanted to Buy 

7TH ANNUAL PULT-
NEYVILLE COMMUNITY 
GARAGE SALE Sat., Sept. 
21 9-5. Centennial Park (cor
ner of Rt. 21 & Lake Rd.) and 
surrounding area. Free direc
tories, free parking. Food 
available. LOOK FOR THE 
PINK SIGNS! 

jHarflp'tf sanuqueS 
Top cash paid for old wood fur
niture, clocks, glass and china, 
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One 
item or complete household. 
We make house cads. 

647-2480 

Wanted to Buy 

REAL ESTATE WANTED Sin
gle/double house need of re
pair. Semi-retired handyman 
wants to stay busy. Will buy, fix 
up for rental or resale. Phone 
Mike 716-288-0279. 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us far Summer Comfort 
Heat & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family Chimed &f Operated. 
424-4848 

SSH-
Miscellaneouss 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

CHILD CARE: Teachers' As
sistants; Part-time, Full-time. 
Competitive wages/benefits. 
Innovative Center. Two loca
tions: 230 Coldwater Rd., 
14624 and 179 Stenson St., 
14606. For more info., call 
Generations, 716-247-3490. 

TELEPHONE SOLICITOR AM 
or PM. Will train. Phone for na
tional Catholic magazine local
ly from home. You earn $7.50 
on each paid sate. Average 3 
sales an hour. Protected terri
tory, generous production 
bonus, great repeat business. 
Call Mr. Luba. 
1-800-782-0848. 

FOR SALE to the HIGHEST BIDDER 
(deadline October 15,1996) 

USAir Domestic Travel Voucher 
Redeemable for two round-trip airline tickets between any two 
cities. USAir serves in North America, Right must be used by 
Feb. 15,1997 and does not include a $25 per ticket redemption 
fee. voucher is non-transferable and normal blackout dates apply. 
For additional information call the Catholic Courier at 716-328-4340 

or send your bid to: 

Airline Tickets 
Catholic Courier 
P0 Box 24379 
Rochester, NY 14624-0379. 

Deadline for bids is Tuesday, October 15,1996. 
The Cathofc Courier reserves the right to reject any andfor al bids. 

MOTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER 

Comienem Downtown Location, 
wak to shopping. On a dkect bustle. 

Studio $2»0ne Bedroom $358 
AJ uSSes included. Secfion 8 accepted. 

Monthly MaMServfcM 
475 Ewt Broad SL54M650 

Home Improvement 

MASONRY REPAIR: brick 
steps, basements, patchwork. 
Reasonable. 35 yrs. exp. 
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr. 

SPECIALIZING IN 
REPAIRS OF OLDER 

HOMES 
Interior/exterior painting, gamps, 

mains glazing, porches, etc. 
Basement walls repaired and 

waterproofed. Homes power washed, 
gutter cleaning, drkeway staling, 

small jobs welcome. 
SaaOf IHKOBflC. n t t O M r i B l 

AL MEYVIS, JR. 
523-2876 • 392-4435 

Plumbing 

Masonry 

Celling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS 9* x 12* celling only $59. 
Water Damage, drywall, plas
ter repairs. Quality work; rea
sonable prices. 716-392-5076. 

Electricians 

ft* 

A 
A M E R I C A N 
MASONRY * CHMNEV 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

Afe NOLAN 
f * C ELECTRIC 

FOR A a YOUR EucnacAL NesM 
Serving RoctmttrS SuroMrtnaAims 

Licensed & FuHy Insured 

E J 716-292-1538 

865-4170 663-7360 

Moving & Hauling 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

Af~ NOUN 
f^fc ELECTRIC 

FOB A U . VOUR ELECTMCAL NEEDS 
SwvhgfiacftesdriSurroundhBAws 

Licensed & Fully Insured 

S I 716-292-1538 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office. 
hoaKbold moving and 
dellveriei. 

BworSmaU, Wtdoth,AW 
47M610/4734357 

2S Ariington St. Rochester NY M607 
NYDOT«9667 

BOWMAN 
ROonw&smMco. 

rMVmmn 
• Roof Rqain • Sefing 
• ReptaeemencWindotm 
' SeeaimAluatfnum Cutters1 

• CutlerCtaring 
871-3270 §71-2812 


