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DIOCESAN NEWS
Grotto to memorialize
those lost to abortions
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One year later...
Protesters gathered Sept. 6 at Liberty Pole Way, Rochester, to mark the
one-year anniversary of the reinstitution of the death penalty in New York
state. Above left Sister Margie Henninger, SSJ, reads a letter written by the
mother of a murder victim condemning the death penalty.
ment. The Mass will be celebrated by Father Norman U. Weslin, founder of die
Lambs of Christ, a pro-life activist group.
In addition to these activities, two high
school students at Aquinas Institute in
Rochester want to start a pro-life student
group at die school. Lauren Farrell and
Julie Khuns, both seniors, were present at
the Knights' press conference and said
they wanted to raise awareness among
dieir peers about the abortion issue.

"I feel that too many people pass it by
if it doesn't affect them," Khuns said of
abortion. "They've got to think and feel
for the unborn."
• • t

EDITORS' NOTE: To donate to the construction of the Knights' memorialfor the unborn, send contributions to: Knights of Columbus Memorial Fund, 102 Juliane Drive,
Rochester, N.Y. 14624. You can also contact
Harris at 716/594-2133.

Obituary
Father Daniel J. O'Shea, former St. Joseph's House director; at 47
Fadier DanielJ. O'SheaJr., who directed
St Joseph's House of Hospitality in Rochester through a time when it was in danger
of closing, died Sept 1, 1996, at St Vincent's Hospital, New York City, of lung cancer. He was 47.
Born Feb. 5,1949, in Brockton, Mass., to
Anne Sheehan O'Shea and die late Daniel
O'Shea Sr., Fadier O'Shea attended Boston
State College, and dien Our Lady of Providence Seminary in Warwick, R.I. He
earned a master of divinity degree from St
Bernard's Seminary in 1976, and a doctor
of ministry degree from Colgate Rochester Divinity School in 1985.
After being incardinated from die Diocese of Providence Sept 15, 1978, Fadier
O'Shea was ordained a priest of die Diocese of Rochester Oct 20,1978, at St Boniface Church by former Bishop of Rochester
Joseph L. Hogan.
Long involved with die the United Farmworker and Catholic Worker movements,
Fadier O'Shea served as director of St
Joseph's House of Hospitality from 1978 to
1980. According to Pat Mannix, who met
Fadier O'Shea while volunteering at the
house, die priest helped to save St Joseph's.
"ft was practically destitute," recalled
Mannix, who now serves on St Joseph's
board of directors. "The place was almost
taken over by the (City of Rochester). He
stabilized it"
Father rQ'Shea also helped to foster an

atmosphere of caring at die house, Mannix
continued.
"The tiling I was most impressed with
about him was his equal treatment of everyone," Mannix recalled. "Dan always made
everyone feel at home and welcome."
In particular, she recalled one .Saturday
when Fadier O'Shea celebrated die weekly
Mass at die Cadiolic Worker House. A man
whose girlfriend had been murderedjust a
few days before came to die Mass. While
Fadier O'Shea was preaching the homily,
die man began to sob, approached die
priest, dien held onto his legs while crying.
"Dan bent down and put his arms
around die grieving man andjust held him
like a mother would hold a child," Mannix
recalled.
Fadier O'Shea left St Joseph's House in
1980 to become pastor of St Bridget's
Church, Rochester. Concurrent with his du-

ties there, he began serving as chaplain at
the State School at Industry in 1982. In
1983, he left St Bridget's, but continued to
serve as die state school's chaplain.
In 1986, Fadier O'Shea was given a temporary leave to die Abbey of die Genesee,
concurrent with duties as chaplain at die
Livingston County Jail, later as part-time
chaplain at Groveland Correctional Facility. He became a "family brodier" of die
abbey Oct 24,1986.
Fadier O'Shea moved to New \brk City
in 1993 to become assistant director of programs and pastoral care coordinator at Bailey House, a facility for homeless people
widi AIDS. He remained involved widi die
house until his deadi.
Bishop Matdiew H. Clark was die principal celebrant at the funeral Mass for Father O'Shea Sept 5 at St Paul's Church,
Cranston, R.I.
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The Rochester Catholic Worker community will hold a memorial service at a
date yet to be determined.
In addition to his modier, Fadier O'Shea
is survived by three sisters: Sister Anne
Marie O'Shea of die Sisters of Charity of
Nazareth in Warwick; Margaret Hughes of
Cranston; and Maureen Pearlman of Warwick.
— Lee Strong
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