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Jeremiah humbly serves as God's prophet 
BY JOE SARNICOLA 

Ihave always tried to live humbly 
and peacefully. However, one day 
the Lord appeared to me, and my 

life became much more public after 
that. 

"Jeremiah," he said to me, "before 
the day you were born I knew that you 
would be one of my prophets. I want 
you to preach to the people of many 
countries." 

I did not know what to say to such 
a message from God. 

"Who am I to" speak for you to any­
one? I am young and not very good at 
speaking in front of people." 

"If you just say what I tell you to," 
the Lord said, "I will protect you." 

He touched my lips and said, "I will 
give you the authority to speak to any­
one anywhere." 

Since that day, I have tried my best 
to do what God has asked me to do. 
But it has not always been easy. 

There was a time when I delivered 
a message to Pashhur, a chief priest of 
the Temple. 

"Because the people of this town 
have not obeyed the commandments 
of God," I told him, "God will demon­
strate his anger to them." 

Needless to say, this made the priest 
very angry. 

"How dare you address an officer 
of the Temple in such a way?" He said. 
"If God wanted to speak to me, he 
would tell me himself. He would not 
use a common worker like you." 

So he called for his guards, who 
beat me and locked me up in chains 
for the night. In the morning I was 
brought- back in front of Pashhur 

Trivia 
Jeremiah was from the tribe 

of Benjamin. Who was Ben­
jamin's father? (Genesis 35) 

Send Answer to: Catholic Couri­
er Bible Trivia, P.O. Box 24379, 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624. Please in­
clude your name, address and 
school name. 

All entries must be received by 
Sept. 12, 1996. A winner will be 
selected at random from all the 
correct entries submitted. 

Last month's winner was Joey 
Fenicchia a student at Wheat-
land Chili School. He correctly 
identified Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz 
and Hezekiah as die four kings 
under whom Isaiah prophesied. 
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again. 
I had no choice but to deliver God's 

new message to him. 
"God has given you a new name, 

the name 'Fear.' Everyone will be 
afraid to be seen with you. \bur ene­
mies from Babylonia will pillage your 
town, kill some of your people, and 
take many others away as slaves. You 
will be among them, and there you 
will die. This is what the Lord says to 
you today." 

I do not like to deliver such harsh 
messages, even though I know they 
are God's words. I spoke to the Lord 

Illustration by Amy Sundstrom 

about this one day when I was very 
discouraged. 

"Lord, because I serve you, people 
think I am a fool," I said. "Yet, even 
now, I feel your power burning with­
in me, and I cannot be unfaithful to 
you. I know that you are always with 
me." 

Q&A 
READ MORE ABOUT IT: Jeremi­

ah 20 
1. When did God call Jeremiah? 
2. Why was Jeremiah sometimes 

discouraged? 

Puzzle 
Unscramble the following names from Genesis 35. What do these men 

have in common? Answers can be found on page 8. 

1. eebnur_ 

2. duhaj 

3. shepoj 

4. phlinata. 

5. smoien 

7.jaminneb_ 

8. dga 

9. vile LEVI 

10. zuluneb. 

l l . dna 

6. sschriaa 12. reash 
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Bible Accent 

Jeremiah was a skiUe{$*30$> 
dier as well as an important • 
prophet. When David V*f#t to 
Ziklag to hide from SaWTs 
angerrhe"became friendswith 
soldiers from t h e tribe^pf 
Benjamin who "could^febt 
arrows and sling stones either 
right-handed or left-handed." 
(1 Chronicles 12:2) JeretnlaV 

. was listed as the fifdt^fficer . 

. in command o f these n$e|tv^ 
Jeremiah was also a scholar . 

and an historian. Th£~01d> ' 
JTesjarnept books of Firs£ ajrd.^ 
Second THnjgs'jare belje££<|%Q 
have been-"written by^liimV ; 
Certiadn'^wpjrdiittnd phrases^ 

',are'foundin only thesVtsw K 
?bodksan^^re^i^'swintttig>^ : 

4n other j % £ * $ n the Jgjbte^ 
,, Somef o£jferelbiah*s pxp^.€^ 
*cies are t | ferred' to &)>tiMz$v 
Cboqks. qT th^Bible, 'sucl^af^ 
Daniel, j^$& and Hebrews^- "^ 
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' t ' ^ i / A l a a t t ^ a s a n / l n f j 1 

monkdf'tJBie'sevendi cet&brf. ":>, 
' JfleUwas sent by K i n g d p ^ l d f 
-f:to1je^inisj5ionary to ^ e f j f e ^ 
*J<fendWXniarsfarne. T w f ^ n 
, religious students $&&&&&$$ 
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Because life isn't always Mack & uMte... 

To subscribe to the Courier, call 328-4340 
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