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COLUMNISTS

Theology doesn’t separate into neat packages

Sometimes I criticize theology for di-
viding things up into little packages.

At St. Bernard’s and other schools of

theology, for example, we have separate
departments that cover the several ar-

eas of our teaching. We have depart-

ments and teachers devoted to moral
theology, biblical theology, systematic
theology and pastoral theology. All are
distinct and separate disciplines, each
responding to its own questions and
method of study.

But, of course, faith itself does not
operate in separate little arenas at all.
-Everything blends into one whole when
we move from thinking about faith in
an ordered way — theology — into “be-
lieving” itself.

And I even think that theology itself
does its job'best when it moves across

“disciplines™ and lets the various areas

of thinking about faith “talk” with the’
other areas. Thus, there are many sig-

nificant implications for the moral life
that emerge from the fact that we claim
the Eucharist as the “source and sum-
mit” of our faith lfe.

Some of these implications are very
obvious, others require some thought.
In the course of my own education, 1

still remember my first awareness that
while the Gospels of Matthew, Mark
and Luke all include a depiction of the

scene where Jesus takes the bread and
wine and institutes the Eucharist, John’s
Gospel does not include anything like
this. But it does contain a story not
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found in the other three Gospels: name-
ly, Jesus washing the disciples’ feet.

Now this fact has been interpreted in
a variety of ways over the course of
church history. For myself, I think most
often about how the footwashing, with
its obvious symbolism of serving oth-
ers, conveys in a totally different way,
what is of the essence of Eucharist.

For the author of the fourth Gospel,
part of the meaning of the Last Supper
must be understood and realized in the
simple, humble acts of service that we
are called upon to offer one another.
Being a “eucharistic community” must
entail being a “servant community”
waiting on each other in concrete, sim-
ple, humble ways. There are several im-
plications for the moral life that can be
seen just from this rather obvious re-
flection on the account of the Eucharist
found in the Gospels

Paul’s writings on Eucharist have

some important msnghts for the moral
life, too.

In 1 Corinthians, for example, Paul
denounces the fact that a number of
factions that have grown up among the
community in Corinth. Not only this,
but there is apparently a division be-
tween rich and poor people in the com-
munity, where a meal was apparently
held in connection with the Eucharist.
The problem seems to be that the rich-
er members of the community are able
to get there first, and they eat all the
food themselves. Thus poorer folks are
deprived of access to the meal, and the
community is torn apart.

For Paul, this division into separate
groups is so serious that “it is not the
Lord’s Supper that you are eating, since
when the times comes to eat, everyone
is in such a hurry to start his own sup-
per that one person goes hungry while
another is getting drunk” (I Cor 11:20).
In other words, divisions and factions
within the community take away from
our capacity for genuine celebration of
Eucharist. And depriving others of food
is tantamount to the destruction of the
eucharistic communion itself.

We don’t need vast amounts of in-
struction- in moral theology to appreci-
ate these insights into the claims at the
very heart of our tradition. We simply
need to reflect on some Scripture pas-
sages about Eucharist.

We may not need even much expo-
sure to the Scriptures on this topic. A

question I have asked students of mine
in the past is this: “What is the first
thing we do when we attend Mass?”

Many answer quickly, “We make the
sign of the cross.”

. Wrong,.

The first thing we do to participate
in Eucharist is come together as a com-
munity. We gather in one place. We as-
semble. We collect ourselves. We unite.
We physically become the community
that we are.

Eucharist requires that we come fo-
gether as a community. And the inten-
tion is not just that we are physically
gathered in one place without any oth-
er association with one another. The in-
tention is that we ARE the genuine com-
munity that our gathering depicts. The

intention is that the concrete humble

acts of service symbolized in the foot-
washing are what characterize our com-
munity all week long, arid provide the
foundation for our Eucharist. The in-
tention is that we are NOT a fractured
community with rich people separated
from poor people, with some members
overindulging in the goods that others
need, too.

We can become aware of some impli-
cations for our moral living just by
thinking about what it means to say that
we are a “eucharistic people” who take
the body and blood of the Lord as our
central act and sacrament.

Sister Schoelles is president of St.
Bernard’s Institute, Rochester

Bed & Breakfast
GUIDE

Call one with your travel plans!

1. 1865 White Birch
Bed & Breakfast

Kathy Donahue
69 East First Street «+ Corning:
(607) 962-6355

2. Bonnie, Castle Farm
Bed & Breakfast

Eric Pendleton

Box 188 - Wolcott - (800) 587-4006
3. Clawson’s Bed & Breakfast

Pat Clawson
3615 Lincoln Hill Rd./County Road 18
Canandaigua « (716) 396-1947

4. Daisy House
Joan Dowdell & Mary Ann Lolacono
3965 North Union Street
North Chili - (716) 889-2497

5. Merritt Hill Manor
Susan Hyser
2756 Coataes Road « Penn Yan
(315) 536-7682

AMONG ITS MANY

mms, IRONDEQUOIT’S
MOST EXCITING NEW
SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY HAS
AN AMAZINGLY STRONG

FOUNDATION.

St. Ann’s is proud to present Chapel

Oaksy a retivement lifestyle built on a

tradition of trust.

St. Ann’s has a long history of serving the
unique needs of area seniors. And now,

we’re proud to continue that tradition with

Chapel Oaks — Irondequoit’s newest rental

senior living community. Chapel Oaks will

offer seniors an active, independent lifestyle,
yet without a substantial entrance fee required

at other communities. So you can enjoy the

many amenities while your current assets
work for you. For more information about

Irondequoit’s most exciting new retirement

option, call (716) 342-3052 or return the
coupon below. And start building your
perfect retirement today.

YES! Teli Me Move About Chapel Oaks.
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1550 Portland Ave.

Rochester, NY 14621

Name(s):
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone: Age(s): Marital Status:

An affiliate of St. Ann’s of Greater Rochester, Inc
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