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Dress
Continued from page 1
However, Father Daniel F. Holland, the
current pastor, said he now considers St.
Theodore's to be a "very informal parish"
where an abundance of worshipers opt for
shorts in the summer. T h e trend, he noted, began under his predecessor, the late
Father Gerald Dunn, who served as pastor from 1968 to 1992.
Father Holland added that he would
never attempt to censor his parishioners'
style of dress.
"I kind of like the spirit of the place. I
let people use their own judgment," he
said.
The overall shift toward less formalized
attire, Bishop Hickey feels, accelerated
when Saturday-evening liturgies began in
this diocese in the early 1970s.
"People were coming in off the golf
courses," he said.
"They used that Saturday Mass as a

matter of convenience," Workmaster noted. "People were inclined to come from
whatever activity they were engaged in."
Workmaster pointed out that changes
in the workplace have also influenced
church attire. For instance, she said that
many office policy-makers who once forbade women to wear slacks now permit
this practice. In addition, many businesses allow dress-down days on Fridays.
By the same token, Bishop Hickey
doesn't think societal trends should give
Catholics license to wear whatever they
please at Mass. For example, h e noted
that Protestant denominations with predominately black populations place a priority on formal worship attire.
"My observation is that they have always dressed well for church. It's very noticeable," Bishop Hickey said.
While a comparatively relaxed dress
style is employed by many Catholics,
Workmaster stressed that such a practice
should not extend to those in designated
liturgical positions.
"We always say, 'The way to come is
how you would go to a nice occasion,'"
Workmaster said. She added that this sen-

timent is expressed as "a strong suggestion" but not an official policy.
As the mercury rises, so apparently
does this issue. Several diocesan parishes
run bulletin notices about p r o p e r attire
during the summer months, reminding
parishioners not to dress too casually.
Some parishes, such as St. Mary's in
Canandaigua and Holy Cross in Rochester, are explicit with their guidelines.
"Short shorts, tank-tops and other such
attire are totally out of place for church,"
the J u n e 23 St. Mary's bulletin stated.
"While people can dress casually during the summer, beach wear should not
be considered appropriate dress," the
J u n e 29-30 Holy Cross bulletin noted.
Father Walter L. Wainwright, pastor of
St. Mary's, said this is the first year he has
run a bulletin notice about attire. H e explained that the action was prompted by
his observance of a recent rise in casual
clothing.
"Some people were throwing on shorts
and T-shirts, the same as they'd be wearing to the beach," h e remarked.
Father Wainwright said he didn't feel

the matter was so urgent that it needed to
be addressed from the pulpit. Yet he also
noted that he would take more direct action if, for instance, members of the congregation were wearing shirts displaying
offensive language.
T h e Canandaigua pastor added that
"people have been a little more careful"
in die weeks since the bulletin notice ran.
A bulletin a n n o u n c e m e n t from St.
James Church in Rochester is less specific regarding attire, but shares the same
sentiment.
"Our need for comfort should not overshadow a greater need to dress appropriately for the reverence d u e o u r liturgy,"
the July 14 notice read.
T h e St. James statement raises a key
question: How can one gauge what is appropriate when there isn't a detailed set
of rules to follow?
"You have to appeal to people's understanding of what is appropriate," Workmaster replied. "They have to figure that
out for themselves. What would you wear
in a church as opposed to a beach, picnic
or nightclub?"
Patricia Barron, for one, considers her
attire at Mass to be as important as that
at any other social outing she attends.
"I wear shorts above t h e knee, but I
wear them around the house — not when
I go to church," said Barron, a parishioner
in the Northern Cayuga Cluster, Cayuga
County. "There's a time a n d a place for
everything. If you went visiting someone,
you wouldn't dress obnoxiously."
T h e Courier photo of Jennifer bothered
Barron because she originally thought it
was of an adult woman. W h e n Barron was
told Jennifer's age, she softened h e r
stance slighdy.
"Those shorts don't look too bad for a
14-year-old," she said.
At the same time, Barron stated, "I
wouldn't allow my kids to wear (shorts),
and I raised five girls and a niece."
Yet as far as Elaine Neenan is concerned, she saw absolutely n o problem
with her daughter's attire.
"Who wants to sit there and squirm?"
Elaine Neenan commented. "If your
mind's thinking about the heat, it's not

thinking about what you're there for."
She noted that Jennifer's outfit was
brand-new, and added that Jennifer has
been an altar, server for six years at St.
Rose and is involved in many parish and
diocesan youth activities.
Father James F. Doyle, pastor of St.
Rose, feels that these are the truly important issues.
"This is one of the finest families in the
parish. I'm very happy to see that young
female people are serving in die church,"
Father Doyle remarked.
Johan Engstrom, youth-rninistry coordinator at O u r Lady of Lourdes Church
in Rochester, said that he does not attempt to encourage dress codes with the
youth of his parish.
"Sometimes we get stuck on 'Can't they
understand how to dress' instead of rejoicing drat they're there," Engstrom commented.
"I don't want to have a dress code a n d
have people stay away. That's the last
dung I'd want to do," added Sister Patricia Flass, SSJ, who serves as pastoral associate at St. Helen's Church in Gates.
Sister Flass pointed out that Jesus
Christ didn't seem preoccupied with stylish wear. "He wore sandals. H e didn't ever
make a big deal out of it," she remarked.
T h e most important factor, stated Father J o h n J. PhUipps, is that people who
attend Mass are there to honor God.
"We should try to look at their hearts,
and at what they're doing," said Father
Philipps, the pastor of St. Bridget/St.
Joseph Church in Bloomfield.
Bishop Hickey agreed with that view,
saying that although he dislikes casual attire for Mass, he doesn't perceive this style
of dress as an act of rebellion.
"I don't want to come across as being
condemning," Bishop Hickey said. " T h e
last thing these people would intend to be
is disrespectful."
"We're always going to live in that tension of wanting to have the best eucharistic liturgies a n d bringing o u r best to
diem, but also remembering that liturgical hospitality says all are welcome — n o
matter how you're dressed," Workmaster
acknowledged.
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Announcements

Help Wanted

Household Sales

A D O P T I O N S The Catholic
Courier does not publish adoption advertising. To obtain a list
of agencies that serve birth
mothers and adoptive parents,
call 716-328-4340. Agencies
wishing to be included on this
list may send information to
the Catholic Courier.

M A R K E T I N G R E P for long
distance
service.
FT/PT/Comm. For local briefing, call 315-986-7305.

GIGANTIC SALE 9 Holloway
Rd.,
Rochester.
Call
716-381-7592.

Miscellaneous
AVON BOOKS & SAMPLES
For a demo, purchase or open
house, call Cathy Perkins.
716-226-6857.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted

Child Care
• Kindergarten Teacher
• Teachers' Assistants
• Part-time Secretary
Excellent wages/benefits
Innovative Centers

Two locations:
2 3 0 C o l d w a t e r R d , 14624
179StensonSt.,14606

Formore info., call

GG0©rrrh'qn5
716-247-3490

Help Wanted Part Time
HOME COMPANION NEEDED Part-time, flexible hours.
Gates/Chili
area.
Call
716-426-2654 after 5:30 p.m.

Wanted to Buy

iHarflpn's. Antique*
Top cash paid for old wood furniture, clocks, glass and china,
sterling, crocks, quilts, e t c One
item or complete household.
We make house calls.

647-2480
A S S I S T A N T S U P E R I N T E N D E N T FOR
B U S I N E S S FOR C A T H O L I C S C H O O L S
The Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester seeks an experienced professional who will: provide leadership, budgeting,
planning, forecasting, and analytic and general business
management expertise to the 51 Catholic schools in the
Diocese with particular emphasis in the 31 schools compromising the Catholic School System of Monroe County
This person will report to the superintendent of Schools, a
minimum of 7-10 years of relevant experience is required as
well as a BS in Business Administration or related filed. This
professional must have excellent demonstrated budgeting,
computer, communication, negotiating and organizational
skills and strong knowledge of financial-standards, principles
and practices. Must be able and willing to travel in Diocese
which includes 12 counties.
Competitive compensation and benefits package in an
excellent work environment.
S E N D R E S U M E S A N D SALARY HISTORY BY A U G U S T 2 . T O :

HOMEMAKER'S
WANTED:
Full- or Part-time. No experience necessary. Unlimited income.
Call
Marge
at
1-800-640-6352
or

315-926-5460.

Patrice Beadle, Director
Human Resources
Diocese of Rochester
1150 Buffalo Road
Rochester, NY 14624

Apartments
Unfurnished
MOTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS
FOR AGE SO A W OLDER,
Convienent Downtown Location,
walktoshopping. On a tired busine.
Studk) J 2 » d m Bedroom $359
AH unties included. Section 8 accepted.
Monthly M m SarvfcM
475 Ent Broad St 546-3650

Heating &
Air Conditioning
Call usfarSummer Comfort
Heat & Air Conditioning
Specialists
• Sales • Service • Installation
Family Owned & Operated

424-4848

Interim/exterior pointing, garages,
window glazing, porches, etc
Basement waits repaired and
waterproofed. Homes power washed,
gutter clearing, driveway sealing,
small jobs welcome.
Saaar CMcoont. Fnc EttiMMtts.

ALMEYVTS.JR.
323-2876 • 392-4435

Masonry
Open House
PITTSFORD/NEW T O MARKET A hidden treasure! Don't
just drive by...A MUST SEE Interior. All updates are spectacular. Hrdwds, Ig rooms, 2800+
sq. ft. Move in cond., fenced
yard, 4 bds., 2.5 baths. Cnv. for
St. Louis or St. Joe's. Open
Sunday 1-3. Priced to sell
$169,000. Owner/Agent. Broker's protected. 5 6 Landsdowne Lane. 716-586-9802

it*

AMERICAN

Plumbing

MASONHY * OBMNEY

CHIMNEY
SERVICE
ALL MAaorarr wowc

A
865-4170

663-7360

Moving & Hauling

K-D Moving &
Storage, Inc.

CASSIDY Plumbing and Heating
Licensed, Bonded
• Bathroom Remaking
No Service Chanjes
Free Estkmdas
Senior Citizen Discount

'^3

11 Comfort SL
Rochester, NY

Experience in office. <
household moving anddeliveries.

Ceiling Repair

473*610/473-4357

•>HMBima«amaBaaVmVmamWHMBI

2S Arlington St. Rochester NY 14607
NYDOT#9657

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEILINGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59.
Water Damage, drywall, plaster repairs. Quality work; reasonable prices. 716-392-5076.

Painting & Wallcovering

Electricians

ffc

NOLAN
ELECTRIC

716-292-1538 8*8

232-2000

Roofing Siding
& Gutters

Big or Small Wide th* All'

Licensed & Fully Insured
EOE

SPECIALIZING I N
REPAIRS OF OLDER
HOMES

Hicks Home Heating

BERNARD K. BAYER & S O N
Master Painters
\_ I > ^ V
Painting & Wallpaper
^ \

GUTTER CLEANING
FULLY INSURED
Call MONROE
GUTTER CLEANING
533-2260 or 334-0701

Wood Finishing and Gutters
Aluminum Doors and Windows
Est 1952

BOWMAN

(716) 381-0812

FOR A U YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Serving Rochester S Surwundng Areas

H&LEJUI'

Painting & Wallcovering

ROOFING &SHHNG CO.
Established 1912

To advertise in (he Courier
Classifieds call 3284340

•
•
•
•

Roof Repairs • Siding
Replacement Windows
Seemtess Aluminum Gutters'
Cutter Cleaning

671-3270

671-2912

