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Campaign

By Lee Strong
Associate editor

A 30-year-old single mother on public
assistance was given $19.98 in Catholic
Courier/ Catholic Charities Christmas Ap-
peal funds to pay for new shoes for her
daughters, ages 5 and 9.

A 5lyear-old woman on Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) received $15 from

e appeal to help repair her eyeglasses.

“ A young single mother in the process
of applying for the Woman, Infants and
Children (WIC) program used a $15 gift
certificate from the appeal to purchase in-
fant formula for her new son.

These three families all benefited from
monies given to the 1995 appeal.

However, the aid to these particular
families was provided between April and
June, not at Christmas, as many people
might assume. Appeal monies collected
in the Christmas season benefit people
year-round, observed judy Taylor, educa-
tion and advocacy communications man-
ager for diocesan Catholic Charities.

“The need is not seasonal,” noted Tay-

For the past 27 years, the appeal has en-
abled the Catholic community to help thou-
sands of people in 12 counties to help meet
life's basic needs. Christmas Appeal funds
have been there for them when no other
sources of aid were available.

offers year-round aid

help people meet immediate needs "\ /

not covered by other sources of assis _ ¥ —

tance such as public assistance, un-
employment, or insurance

claims, or who were waiting to re- \
ceive assistance from these
other sources. Christmas Ap- ’\\%

to such uses as paying rent or

peal monies have have been put «
4@ / ple’s awareness of the Christ-

- utility bills, purchasing
boots or winter clothing, ﬁ quently increase the number of
and repairing automobiles people donating and the

or homes. A
“When a person’s i‘)v
emergency needs are

centrate on getting back on
the road to selfreliance,” Taylor observed.
But in recent years, donations to the
Christmas Appeal, which receives no mon-
ey from the Thanks Giving Appeal, have de- _
creased from a high of more than $81,000
in 1982 to approximately $45,000 during the
1995 Christmas season. That decrease has
meant less money available to help people —
much to the consternation of the agencies
called upon to provide this help, Taylor ac-

nancial resources and are either awaiting or
are ineligible for assistance through other
sources.

How Does it Work?
The appeal consists of a series of articles

lor, who has worked with the annual ap-  knowledged. announced); did not cover all their needs received
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peal was completed. That commitiee just April and June.
‘ looked 4t ways to increase peo- * A single, 43-year-old woman laid | -
off from her job in April and who sub-

\
9é The coincidence of pub-

Cartholic Courier « Catholic Charitics

met, they then can con- Christmas Appml Courier  suggested to the

. way to announce some changes being made

Neediest Cases

Monies collected during the 1995
Catholic Courier/Catholic Charities
Christmas Appeal continue to help
.| people into the summer months.
The following are some of the indi-
viduals and families aided with
Christmas Appeal funds between

“I don’t think people are unwilling to give:
They just have to be asked,” Taylor re-

In light of this trend, a committee of
o, Courierstaff members began meeting
/" even before the 1995 Christmas Ap-

mas Appeal, and to conse- sequently became homeless received
$70 to pay for a short stay in a hotel
while more permanent housing was be-
i social services.
¢ A homeless couple moving to a
new city to look for work was given

$29.60 for bus fare.

amount received.

lishing a July 25 edition of the

commitiee an opporwunity to * A single mother with three
print a “Christmas Appeal in July” to remind young children who was in the
people that the appeal benefits the needy process of moving from a battered-
-round. women'’s shelter used $50 to pur-

In addition, the July 25 issue provides a chase pots, pans and curtains for her
. new apartment after she learned that

for the 1996 Christmas Appeal. Among public assistance monies she re-

those changes are: ceived were not enough to cover ba-
*anewlogo; sic start-up needs.
*a benefit dinner theater performance by * A singie mother with a new baby

the Aquinas Follies, (date and site still to be and whose public assistance benefits

agencies: Catholic Family Center, Finger

Lakes Social MinisryCatholic Chariiesof | | Catholic Charities), cfo

the Southern Tier; Catholic Charities Liv- 1 Catholic Courier

ingston County outreach; Bishop Sheen Ec- | 1 PO Box 24379

umenical Housing Foundation; and diocesan { Rochester, NY 14624-0379
H .

Urban Services.

Expert Automolive
Repairs

General Repairs « GM Specialist
Fuel Injection e Electical Systems
Exhaust e Brakes ¢ Carburetion

Having a Hard Time Meeting Catholic Singles?

* No Luck with Dating Services? |

* No Luck with Personal Ads? !

* Busy Schedule? |

NEW WE CAN HELP! |

ENCOVNTERS, INC,  « Confidential !

« Convenience |

* Security !
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* Discreet
Your personal introduction service.
YOU MAKE THE SELECTION.
Not ke the other services that pick your date... you're in control.
(716) 244-3850
Call today for your personal appointment.
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“IF YOU'VE MADE A WILL,
THERE’S ONE MORE
THING TO DO...”

To learr» more about prearranged funerals,
please call us. Our counsel is always available
free of charge and at no obligation.

David P. Crawford - Mark D. Wakeman

FUNERAL 7 HOME INC.

495 N.Winton Rd. - Rochester- (716) $82-0400

VACCINE )
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

AGES 60 AND OLDER

$75 HONORARIUM

For more information. call 3384339
at Rochester General Hospital

Bea Courier Kid — Read the Kids' Chronicle!

The need is to help each
other integrate spirituality
into our lives. I welcome
the opportunity to help
people grow in recognition
of their spirituality.

— Sr. Mary Louise Heffernan, 55]
Chair, Committee on Sprituality

Diocese of Rochester Women’s Commission

Suggested resources on spirituality —
The Miracle of Mindfulness by Thich Nhat Hanh
Peaé is Every Step by Thich Nhat Hanh
| Touching Peace by Thich Nhat Hanh
Women of the Word by Mary Lou Sleevi
Exploring the Feminine Face of God by Bridget Mary Meehan, S5C

for more information contact: )
Borromeo Prayer Center » Mercy Prayer Center * Notre Dame Retreat Center ¢ SS] Spirituality Center




