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Basilians renew ties, spirits at synod A
By Rob Cullivan v - 1 1
Staff writer {
PITTSFORD — Although the average f B
age of the members of the Basilian con- ! S
gregation is 60, the Basilians don’t { -
seem all that upset about the aging I h
process. } h
“I don’t think that survival is the |
main concern because that’s in God’s ' fi
hands,” said Father Robert Barringer, £
CSB, superior general of the order ;
headquartered in Toronto. ) n
Father Barringer was one of almost ; n
300 Basilians — out of the international | o
order’s total membership of 350 — to P
attend a synod at St. John Fisher Col- 5;
lege from jJuly 8 to july 12.
Members of the order came from the
United States, France, Colombia, Mexi- . o«
co, Canada and St. Lucia, an island na- gi
tion in the Caribbean, Basilian officials cc
said. Discussions during each session ta
were simultaneously translated from B
English-into French and Spanish. hi
The synod was held in preparation
for next year’s general chapter, a more ne
formal congregation-wide event held B
every four years. The Basilians concen- .
trated on discussing the order’s vision wi
of itself as expressed through its mem- ;‘;
bers’ chaplaincy work, high school and h
college teaching and parish ministry, of-
ficials said. i
Topics on their agenda included the. ‘
future of the order’s educational mis- ye
sion; the order’s communal life; the th
spiritual formation of Basilians; the es- Re
tablishment of new governanece struc-
tures; the renewal of the priesthood in lo1
the order; and the stewardship of hu- al.
man, -financial and institutional, re. _ ?
sourcesT * o e fi
“I thifk'tHe main goal is that we dis- e
cern where we’re supposed to be,” Fa- . —clu
ther Barringer said. ' , , mll
Father John Cavanaugh, CSB, profes- Matthew Scott/Staff photographer Ro
sor emeritus at Fisher, agreed that the | Nearly 300 members of the Basilian order from six countries gathered at St. St
“gray hair” among the order’s members | John Fisher College for a synod July 8-12. bo
was a concern at the synod, but he and ' or:
other Basilians noted that fretting | of the order’s members, including sev- | that there are only four Basilian priests, nal'
about a lack of younger priests was not | eral lay associates, showed up for the | including himself, in Colombia. “This his
high on their list of priorities. synod. . gives an opportunity to be in touch with r
“If we do what we’re supposed to be “It's been wonderful meeting with | the whole community.” 4 v;
doing, probably we'll atiract more vo- | 300 fellow Basilians,” said Father David He added that the synod helped to 6
cations,” Father Cavanaugh said. Heath, CSB, 70, a past president of As- | revitalize the vocations of the order’s n
As if to prove the priest’s point with- | sumption University in Windsor, On- | members. en
out him knowing it, David Savage, a 27- | tario, and a former treasurer ggneral of “I would hope to see the community Py
year-old novice from Detroit, Mich., said the Basilians. get a second wind to find a new pastoral un
he was attracted to the Basilians by the “The organizers were hoping for | mission for the next millennium,” Fa- ‘
example set for him at Catholic Central | 150,” said Father Barringer. “Most of | ther Seguin said. ‘t’hg’
High School in the Motor City. the people who aren’t here are sick, so ¢
“I saw them on a daily basis,” Savage | it’s very encouraging.” —
said. “I liked what F saw — their commu- Father Bob Seguin, CSB, oversees 2" d Annua' c
nity, their love for each other and their | three Basilian novices in Medellin, ' : -
daily work. As-scon as I got out of high | Colombia, and noted that he valued the ~ gi ctere of gf. Jogeph p
school, I joined the Basilians.” chance to rub shoulders with dozens of SI
Community and friendship, the Basil- | his congregation’s members. . GO If Tourna maehnt )
ians said, are what they treasure. Many “Where [ am in South America, we're ' : )
spoke of their amazement that so many | really set apart,” he said, pointing out Jll'g zgﬂ'l, 1996 g:
° . [ e, 2, ]
' Elmira students excel in national competition l Sh
A team of second-grade students | knowledge as well as understanding of §
from Elmira’s Holy Family Primary | the scientific process. Co
School placed third in a national sci- Team members included Ellen Brab- awe
ence competition this spring. ham; Jesse Ladoue; Joshua Kessler; 198
The Holy Family contingent earned | Alexander. Mekos; Michael Hurley; ' leg
its high finish in the General Science | Patrick Thatcher; Colin Yaniga; En,
category for the National Science | Matthew Goodrich; Maxwell Wallace; I
Olympiad. This competition, held | and Julie Graham. . leg
April 21-May 2, invotved hundreds of . Irondequoit Country Club ol
schools from across the United States.
Testing was based on studeénts’ factual mn«‘:’ mr;e: ggps 135:580) Vol. 107 . 4045 Eaget Avenue ® Rochecter Zjﬁa;
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