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COLUMNISTS

This column soon marks its 30th an-
niversary, its existence co-terminus thus
far with the Catholic Church’s entire
postconciliar period.

The first column appeared on July 8,
1966, in The Catholic Transcript, the week-
ly paper of my home archdiocese of Hart-
ford, Conn., and the column’s syndicator
during all these years. The Catholic Tran-
script was edited at the time by one of the
U.S. Catholic Church’s finest journalists
and leading intellectual figures, Msgr.
John Sexton Kennedy, who, thank God, is
still with us in well-deserved retirement.

The reference to the column’s longevi-
ty may come as a pleasant surprise to
many of its faithful and generally pleased
readers and editors. I hear from some of
them directly from time to time and am
always exceedingly heartened and en-
couraged by their warm words of appre-
ciation and support.

On the other hand, the news may star-
tle and dismay those for whom the col-
umn is an occasional source of acute the-
ological dyspepsia. I also hear directly
from some of them from time to time.
Mostly, however, they vent their frustra-
tions in letters to the editor. That’s what
a free press and a free church are all
about.

It is probably difficult for those
Catholics who hark back to the 1950s as
Catholicism’s golden age to concede the
column’s demonstrated staying power. In
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30 years’ time, it has successfully endured
various letter-writing campaigns whose
sole intent has been the intimidation of
bishops and editors. Although that tactic
has worked occasionally, the surer means
has been the death or retirement of the
local bishop, who is almost always suc-
ceeded these days by someone more fa-
vorably disposed to the course of cen-
sorship.

I've been asked many times why the
column generates such controversy. Even
some of my editors around the country
can’t figure it out. They firmly believe
that anyone who reads the colymn regu-
larly and objectively has to acknowledge
its generally balanced, centrist approach.
What apparently disturbs some of its crit-
ics is the column’s operative assumption
that it has an intelligent readership, made
possible by the educational opportuni-
ties, Catholic and secular alike, that are

more generally available to Catholics to-

Column entering 31st year

day than ever before.

Indeed, the postconciliar church is
abundantly blessed with an extraordinar-
ily well-educated laity — far better edu-
cated than in the golden 1950s and,
therefore, far less inclined to accept or be
impressed with arguments based pri-
marily, if not exclusively, on authority.

The truly educated person asks ques-’

tions and critically evaluates answers.
Others are only interested in the bottom
line. Tell me what to believe, and I'll be-
lieve it. Tell me what to do, and I'll dqit.
There is still a large minority of Catholics
whose theological and spiritual forma-
tion was largely shaped in the 1950s or at
least in the mentality of the 1950s.
Included in this latter group are some
younger Catholics who have had no di-
rect experience of 1950s Catholicism but
who have readily embraced some second-
hand, and not always reliable, version of
it. If these younger Catholics could some-
how be transported back into the church
of the 1950s, there are certain aspects of
it that they probably wouldn't like one bit.
For example, rash judgment, detraction,
and calumny were considered to be real
sins in those days, and the criticism of
priests and nuns, no matter what their
presumed failings, was regarded as par-
ticularly odious — a sin punishable not on-
ly spiritually by God and the church, but
also physically by one’s parents.
Notwithstanding the many tensions

and conflicts of this postconciliar period,
including those generated by Pope Paul
VT's encyclical on birth control, it has
been blessed by Vatican II's renewal of
the liturgy (by far the council’s most im-
portant achievement), energized by the
development of liberation theology and
the church’s renewed commitment to so-
cial justice, peace, and the defense of hu-
man rights, enriched by the proliferation
of lay ministries, revitalized by the emer-
gence of genuinely catholic spiritualities
(for everyone, not just for priests and re-
ligious), challenged by the new con-
sciousness of women and the maturation
of feminist theology, broadened by new
ecumenical links with Protestants, Angli-
cans, Orthodox, and non-Christians, and
intellectually transformed by the great
achievements of the Catholic education-
al system, especially at the college and
university levels.

I myself am taken aback by the reallza-
tion that I've been writing this column
every week, without fail, for more than
half of my life. .

To thoge who aren’t inclined to cele-
brate this 30th anniversary with me, I
salute you nonetheless as brothers and
sisters in Christ. .

To those who would share the moment
with me, I extend a word of thanks. This
column wouldn’t exist without you.

Father McBrien is a professor of thmlogy ®
the Unwemty of Notre Dame.

Michael R. Yackiw
Funeral Home .

1270 Norton Street
544-5000
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OMANTIC ITALY TOUR
Specially Designed Custom Tour with the lalian
Riviera & French Riviera. Deluxe All Inclusive -

Escorted by Mr. Sal Orsi — Oct. 7-25, 1996
Forever PLAID TORONTO WEEKEND
The Heavenly Musical Hit from the 50s-60s!
All inclusive, overnight, Aug. 17-18, 1996
CHRiSTMASTIME IN NEw YOrK QITY
All inclusive, December 5-8, 1996

ALaska Cruise & Tour

The trip of a lifetime! Aug 31-Sept. 10, 1996

800-647-9032 « (716) 247-9032

onLine users, reach us at 10H710.170@Compuserve.COM
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Announcements

ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Courier does not publish adop-
tion advertising. To obtain a list
of agencies that serve birth
mothers and adoptive parents,
call 716-328-4340. Agencies
wishing to be included on this
list may send information to
the Catholic Courier.

Miscellaneous

TUPPERWARE PRODUCTS
& PARTIES To hostess a party
or purchase lifetime guaran-
teed quality Tupperware prod-
ucts, call Cathy Perkins.
716-226-6857.

Business Opportunities

SMOKING KILLS Quit today!
With all-naturai, clinic tested
paten oxygen-based formuia.
100% guaranteed. 1-800-320-
8832. ext. 115

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

$35,000 - $50,000 EARN-
INGS POTENTIAL Home Typ-
ists, PC Users Needed
1-800-304-4473 ext. T1713

HOMEMAKER'S WANTED:
Full- or Part-time. No experi-
ence necessary. Unlimited
income. Call Marge at
1-800-640-6352 or
315:928-5460.
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SEARCH REOPENED: Exec-
utive Director Catholic Chari-
ties of Livingston County. Mas-
ters in Social Work/Public Ad-
min., management experience,
commitment to Catholic social
teaching. Salary to- $30,000.
Send resume by July 26 to Ex-
ecutive Director, Catholic
Charities, 10 Clinton St., M
Morris, NY 14510.

Director of

Religious Education
St. Joseph's Parish in Albion is
seeking a leader of a compre-
hensive Religious Education
Program, encompassing adults
and youth. Parish consists of
1100 families; 325 youth in Re-
ligious Ed program. Position to
begin August 19, 1996.
Responsibilities will include
setting goals and dbjectives,
pianning cumiculum, racmﬂmg
and forming cathechists and
administering programs and
budgets. Minimum desired

i : BA in Religious
Studies or related field and
parish experience, and/or
diocesan certificate. Salary
and bengfits contingent upon
qualifications. Send letter and
resume by July 17, 1996 to:

St. Joseph's
Search Committee
c/o Robert Gaibreath
PO Box 269
Alblon, NY 14411

HOME COMPANION Needed-
Part-time, flexible hours.
Gates/Chili area. Call 716-426-

2654 after 5:30 p.m. )
| MERCHANDISE | AMERICAN
SEW & VAC REPAIR CTR CHIMNEY
Wanted 724 Winton Rd. N. iprriviarintil
to Buy 7164826111
‘ 865-4170 663-7360
“MANUAL OF PRAYERS" Roofing Siding
anted. Used at St. Andrew’s )
‘geminary. Please send to Electriclans Moving & Gutters
Eileen Hammond, 383 S. Divi- — & Hauling
sion St., Hornell, NY 14843, NOLAN GUTTER CLEANING
ELECTRIC K-D Moving & FULLY INSURED
; . For AuL Youn ELecTrcaL Neeps Storage, Inc.

Marilpn's Serving Rochaster & Surrounding Ares Experience in office, Call MONROE
Topmhpadfommmv;oodﬁm Licansed & Fully Insured hotebold moving sad GUTTER CLEANING
e o qumceone | | @ romeisss & ws-;g;gc;;f,ge; 533-2260 or 334-0701
item or complete - Rochester NY 1
We make house calls647 .

A " Heating &
ke NN TN BOWMAN
" PROPERTY. - — Painting
Iy BN i I Hicks Home Heatlng &Wa“covar'ng
Call us for Summer Comfort —
Apartments Heat &é’mpeacoahnd'm rioning SPECIALIZING IN
Unfurnished - Sales « Service - Installation REPAIRS OF OLDER
Family Ouned & Operated HOMES
4244848 Intevior/exterior painting, garages,
window glazing, porches, etc.
mptg\:r: Gumpmms Basement walls repaired and
oot Home Improvement. i gL i
wakio On a drect busine. pesclegning, diveysealing
MASONRY REPAIR: brick
A3 utilles inchuded. Section 8 accepled] - steps, basements, sidewalks. “""'mm
Reasonable. 35 yrs. exp. R
AT5East St 546-3850 716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr. 323.2876 - 392-“35
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