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tion's purpose, bylaws and goals within
the Catholic Church are examined in determining its legitimacy.
"All Catholics have the right to form
and gather into common associations,"
Father McKenna said. He added that
these groups can be both private and
public.
Once an organization has applied
through its diocese for recognition, the
group is observed over a period of several months — or even years — by representatives of the diocesan bishop. .Father
McKenna frequently fills this role in the
Rochester Diocese, he said, "because of
the canonical issues involved."
Because the bishop has such a large

say in determining which organizations
are recognized, Father McKenna pointed
out that groups such as Call" to Action
can be permitted to function publicly in
some dioceses while being denounced in
others.
"Different bishops use different criteria. The bishop is given a great deal of
latitude and discretion," Father McKenna explained.
After recognition is granted, die organization cannot change its statutes or
philosophy without further approval
from the proper ecclesiastical authority.
One diocesan group still undergoing
the process of developing statements
and statutes is the Aposdes of Divine

Mercy. This prayer organization, composed of both clergy and laity, was begun in die Rochester Diocese in 1994.
The group is currendy being evaluated
by diocesan officials. (See accompanying
story.)
"We suggested diat they work on a
document that dearly articulates their
goals," Fadier McKenna said.,
"They (the diocese) want to see if
we're on the wall or off die wall," joked
Apostles of Divine Mercy co-founder Father Donald E. McCarthy, CSB,
parochial vicar at St. Rita's Church in
Webster.
According to Father McKenna, organizations often have a financial motive
as well. Groups designated as approved
Catholic entities in the Rochester Diocese are not only placed in The Official

advent of die Interne!. Thomas Lorsung,
director and chief editor of Cadiolic
News Service, noted diat groups and individuals ran call themselves "Catholic"
on-line to promote tiieir own agenda,

down so-called "Catholic" organizations
if they don't fit church requirements.
The word "Cadiolic," according to Fadier McKenna, is "not a copyrighted
trademark with the Catholic Church. It

with little chance of being traced.
"You say who you are. And if you are

would be very difficult to claim any kind

of exclusive use."
Kathy Gallagher, associate communications director for die New York State
Cadiolic Conference, has detected a recent rise in groups who use die word
"Catholic."
"This is clearly because of the national
presidential election. I diink we're seeing
a lot of groups calling themselves
'Catholics' trying to persuade Cadiolic
pundits," said Gallagher, %ho added diat
the Catholic vote has the potential to
swing diis year's election.
Gallagher released a statement March
Catholic Directory, but are also granted
8 stating that Network has distributed
press packets and ratings of elected offifederal tax-exempt status.
cials to the Catholic press. However, GalMany of these groups also appear in
lagher stated, die group "has no formal
the official diocesan directory for die
connection to the Roman Catholic
Rochester Diocese, published annually
Church and has not obtained permission
by the Catholic Courier. According to
of competent ecclesiastical authority to
Jeanne Mooney, directory editor, a poliuse 'Catholic' in its tide or description."
cy was enacted last year diat if an organization isn't already listed in The Official
The outbreak of questionable groups
Catholic Directory, it cannot appear in die is so large, Gallagher stated, that she
diocesan directory.
feels U.S. bishops should address die
matter publicly.
The, reason for this procedure,
Mooney said, was because "we had so
"This is a huge issue. The bishops
many organizations calling and asking if
have to answer die question from die
they could be included."
church's perspective," she said. "There's
| & However, despite die careful steps tak- .a lot of confusion out there among die
en to officially recognize groups, die
feidiful."
Catholic Church has no power to shut
Adding to diat confusion has been die

diat, great But if you're not, diere's no
way of finding out without a good deal
of effort Nobody's really got the answer
to diat one," Lorsung commented.
Catholic News Service, based in
Washington, D.C., provides national and
international reporting by satellite to
Cadiolic publications in die U.S. and
abroad. Lorsung said that his staff does
not adhere to a set policy in determining
if an organization is Catholic.
"It's a news judgment If we have suspicion, we'll do some research," Lorsung
said.
For known entities that are not officially recognized by die Catholic Church
— such as Catholics for a Free Choice —
Lorsung said CNS will quote members
but add a disclaimer saying the group is
unofficial
Karen M. Franz, general manager and
editor of die Catholic Courier, said the
diocesan newspaper takes similar steps
when quoting organizations diat are not
listed in either the diocesan directory or
The Official Catholic Directory.
"If we find something that leads us to
be suspicious, then we will seek a comment from a diocesan ofljtial who might
give a sense of this particular group's
agenda," Franz said.

Divine Mercy apostolate stresses constant prayer, devotion
By MDce Latona
Staff writer
Approximately two years ago, Sharon
Norton and Judy Shanahan decided
dieir devotion to Divine Mercy should
no longer exist on simply a private basis.
"We said we felt the message needed
to be spread in a wide area as soon as
possible," recalled Norton, a parishioner
at St. Cecilia Church in Irondequoit.
"Fadier (Donald E. McCarthy, CSB)
said, 'You know what we have to do now
— we have to start an association,'"
added Shanahan, from St. John of Rochester Church in Perinton.
Norton, Shanahan and Father Mc-

Carthy followed dirough on tiiis belief
by founding Aposdes of Divine Mercy, a
'group of Catholic clergy and laity.
Members promote devotion to die Divine Mercy of Christ while living out the
charisms of St Paul. The association is.
comprises 23 people, all residing in
Monroe County.
Currendy, the apostolate is seeking official recognition as a Catholic organization in die DiOcese of Rochester (see related story). The group is completing a
set of statutes to be reviewed by diocesan officials.
In developing these statutes, the apostolate woYks closely with Fadier George
Kosicki, CSB, director of Divine Mercy

International in Stockbridge, Mass.
Stockbridge is also the site of die National Shrine of Divine Mercy.
Modern-day devotion to Divine Mercy
has been inspired by Blessed Faustina, a
Polish nun who died in 19S8. According
to Blessed Faustina's diary, Jesus made
several appearances to her toward the
end of her life, commanding her to
spread the message of Mercy. Sister
Faustina was accorded die tide of
Blessed by Pope John Paul E in 1993.
In die Rochester Diocese, die Aposdes
of Divine Mercy evangelize by distributing literature and taped material, and by

Shanahan and Norton said diat die
group hopes to expand beyond Monroe
County in upcoming months. A sixmonth process of study and discernment
is required for membership.
The apostolate meets monthly and divides into smaller groups for many of its
evangelical activities. In addition, each
member puts a high priority on private
devotion to Divine Mercy.
"It's a way of life," Norton remarked.
"We're a group of deep prayer,"
Shanahan added.
EDITORS' NOTE- For more information
on this organization, write to the Association

making appearances at schools, nursing
homes and parishes.

of the Apostles of Divine Mercy, P.O.
1003, Fairport, N.Y. 14450.
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GENERAL
Announcements
A D O P T I O N S The Catholic
Courier does not publish adoption advertising. To obtain a list
of agencies that serve birth
mothers and adoptive parents,
call 716-328-4340. Agencies
wishing to be included on this
list may send information to the
Catholic Courier.

Miscellaneous
AVON BOOKS & SAMPLES
For a demo, purchase or open
house, call Cathy Perkins.
716-226-6857.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted
$35,000 - $50,000 EARNINGS
P O T E N T I A L Home Typists,
PC
Users
Needed
1 -800-304-4473 ext. T1713
H O M E M A K E R ' S WANTED:
Full- or Part-time. No experience necessary. Unlimited income.
Call
Marge
at
t-800-640-6352
or
315-926-5460.
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
$5O0/$900 weekly potential.
Process mortgage refunds in
your area. Part- or full-time.
ta\\ 1-216-233-4204, ext t15.
(24hrs.)
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EMPLOYMENT
Wanted to Buy

ADVK.RTISIXG SALES
Weekly newspaper seeks a
motivated individual to present the newspaper as a
viable advertising medium to
business and organizations.
This full-time position
offers an established territory, competitive compensation, benefits and pleasant
working conditions. Sales
experience helpful but not
required. Good communication and grammar skills
essential.
For consideration, send
resume and letter of interest
to:
Advertising Director
Catholic Courier
PO Box 24379
Rochester, NY 14624
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Masonry

Home Improvement

Top cash paid for old wood furniture, clocks, glass and china,
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One
item or complete household.
We make house calls.

MASONRY REPAIR: brick
steps, basements, sidewalks.
Reasonable. 35 yrs. exp.
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr.

Appliance Repair

647-2480

We Make
House Calls

ISEW& VAC REPAIR CTRj
724 Winton Rd. N.
716482-6111

Apartments
Unfurnished

Electricians

MOTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER
Corwienent Downtown Location,
walk to shopping. On a direct busline
Studio $299 One Bedroom $359
All utilities included. Section 8 accepts
Monthly Mass Services
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NOLAN
ELECTRIC

FOR Au. YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Serving Rochester & Surrounding Areas

M A S O N R Y * CHIMNEY

CHIMNEY
SERVICE

ALL MASONRY WORK

865-4170

716-292-1538

Heating/Air Cond.

663-7360

Automobiles
WANTED TO BUY Good used
car. 1985 or newer at fair price.
Call Al at 716-323-1007.

Hicks Home Heating
Call us for all your heating needs
Heating & Air Conditioning
Specialists
• Sales • Service • Installation

Family Owned & Operated

4244848

• Licensed. Bonded
JSttlffk
Bathroom Remolding
MXjtLUjiM
• Free Estimates
O ^ ^ ^ S ^
Senior Citizen Discount
11 Contort St
Rochester, NY

232-2000

Roofing Siding
& Gutters
Moving & Hauling

BOWMAN

K-D Moving &
Storage, Inc.

ROOFING & SIDING GO.

Experience in office,
household moving and
deliveries.
BigarSmaO. W,dolluAll>

Established 1912
• Roof Repairs • Siding

• Replacement Windows
• Seemless Aluminum Gutters1
. Cutter Cleaning

473-6610/47*4357
23 Arlington SL Rochester NY 14607
NYDOT09657

671-3270

Painting
& Wallcovering

:
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CASSIDY Plumbing and Heating

AMERICAN

A
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Plumbing

Licensed & Fully Insured

475 East Broad S t 546-3650
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Help Wanted

S E A R C H R E O P E N E D : EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Catholic
Charities of Livingtson County.
Masters in Social Work/Public
Admin., management experience, committment to Catholic
social teaching. Salary to
$30,000. Send resume by July
26 to Executive Director,
Catholic Charities, 10 Clinton
St., Mount Morris, NY 14510.
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BERNARD K. BAYER & SON
Master Painters \_L>* V
Painting & Wallpaper

^

\

Wood Finishing and Gutters
Aluminum Doors and Windows
Est 1952

(716)381-0812

671-2912

