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Couple adopts Chinese baby glrl'

By Mike Latona
Staff writer -

Jade Rood acquired some pretty sizable
gifts for her first birthday: new parents
and a new home.

Jade marked her May 24 birthday in
Nanning, China, in the presence of her
new parents, Wayne and Beth Rood —
who had met her for the first time just a
few days earlier. And on the evening of
June 4, the Roods received an emotional
greeting from family and friends upon
their arrival at the Greater Rochester In-
ternational Airport.

Jade is the first child for the Roods,
who have been married for 18 years. The
Churchville residents first applied for a
Chinese baby in February 1995 through
Holt International, an adoption agency
based in Oregon. They received a picture
of Jade last December and left May 15 to
begin the three-week process of bringing
her home from China.

The Roods are now workingswwith the
Catholic Family Center in Rochester for
follow-up counseling. Holt International
is one of four agencies affiliated with

Catholic Family Center’s adoption coun-

seling and placement services.

Jade is the first Chinese baby to be ac-
quired with the aid of CFC’s adoption
program. Kathy Brown, a CFC adoption
senior case worker, predicts that adoption
of Chinese children will increase in the
Rochester area in upcoming years.

“The feeling is that Asian children are

* accepted in this culture,” Brown said.

She noted that, for example, the adop-
tion of Korean babies has been very suc-

cessful in
Monroe
County.

Brown ad-

ded that the
adoption
procedure
in China is
not as diffi-
cultasitisin
‘other coun-
tries.

Parents
trying to
adopt * chil-
dren from
some South
American

Mike Latona countries,

Beth and Jade Rood ar- for instance,

rive at the Greater Roch- must remain

ester International Air- in the coun-

port June 4. tries — and

away from

their homes — for up to four weeks and al-
so risk unsafe traveling conditions.

In China, babies are frequently put up
for adoption because of governmental
policy limiting families to one child each.
If a couple’s first baby is a girl, Brown ex-
plained, that child stands a greater threat
of being abandoned due to a cultural be-
lief that the ideal is to have a male child.

Jade was picked up by the Roods from
a foster home in Nanning, a city in south-
ern China. The Roods were among +14
families who received babies from the or-
phanage during this trip.

“It was very emotional for everyone,”
Beth said.

“For the kids, the parents — even the
foster mothers,” Wayne remarked.
Beth recalled that she and Wayne did

not run into any problems with the people -

of China. In fact, she noted, the residents
seemed to sense that Jade would have a
better.chance for a good life in the Unit-

- ed States than in her homeland.

“People would come up and say ‘lucky
girl' in English,” Beth remarked.

Now that Jade is happily at home, Beth
said that the trip to China was well worth
the effort.

“It was such a positive experience for
us. We were glad we both traveled to see
the country and see where she came
from,” Beth said.

Jade has apparently adjusted quickly to
her new environment. She offered a
steady display of smiles and laughs while
enjoying a game of peek-a-boo with a vis-
itor on a recent morning. She also ate
plenty of Cheerios, and played with a cel-
lular phone and a balloon proclaiming
“I’s a girl!”

“I can see the improvement every day.
She gets a little more sure of herself,”
Beth remarked.

The Roods are looking forward to
Jade’s baptism next month at
Churchville’s St. Vincent DePaul Church,
where Wayne and Beth are parishioners.

“It seems like we've had her forever,”
Beth said.

Wayne admits, however, that he’s still
adjusting to the time constraints brought
on by parenting.

“I'm enjoying it. It's keeping me busy —
the golf clubs are still in the garage and
the boat is still in the back yard,” he joked.

Children can help us to rediscover our faith

There’s a wonderful scene in the movie
“The Wizard of Oz” in which Dorothy, the
Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and the Coward-
ly Lion are on their way to get the witch’s
broom.

Their journey takes them through a
dark and haunted forest. All of them are
frightened. Then the Lion closes his eyes
tightly, clutches his tail and says, “I do be-
lieve in spooks. I do believe in spooks. I do,
Ido, I do believe in spooks.”

It's the fear and crisis of the moment
that prompt the Lion’s sudden belief in
spooks. He believes that if the Wicked
Witch sees how much he believes, she will
spare him from harm.

Many of us have experienced a faith that
is born of fear or desperation. It usually
happens as we are going through a diffi-
cult time in our lives. When we believe that
we can no longer control the events around
us, our cries in the night echo the. Cow-

- ardly Lion’s: “I do believe in God, I do be-

lieve in God ... Just help me through this
one Lord and I'll do whatever you ask.”

As Catholics, we know that our faith
does not mean turning to God only in
times of trouble. Once God has our atten-
tion, he asks for much more. We 4re not al-
ways paying close attention to his requests,
but fortunately for us, he’s a patient and
forgiving God.

The 1994 Catechism-of the Catholic
Church is an impressive teaching tool to
help us discern what God asks us to be-

lieve.’ »
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In the section on the profession of faith,
“We Believe,” the Catechism explains that
because we receive the life of faith through
the church, she is our mother. “As a moth-
er who teaches her children to speak and
so to understand and communicate, the
Church our Mother teaches us the lan-
guage of faith in order to introduce us to
the understanding and the life of faith.”

This section is especially meaningful to
me. As a mother of two small children, I
am already challenged and inspired by my
children’s questions about God and faith.
There are times when we take our faith for
granted. Certain teachings or prayers be-
come rote. A faith that should be alive, joy-
ful and meaningful becomes stale and hol-
low. But one of the blessings of having
children is that you can rediscover and re-
new your faith through the eyes of your
children. And as Jesus reminds us, this is

the way we enter the Kingdom of God.

By sharing our faith with our children,
we are passing our faith on to others. By
coming tpgether as family, friends, parish-
ioners, students or volunteers, we learn to
better understand and deepen our faith.
We have a responsibility to reach out to
those who have lost their faith, to those
who have never found their faith and to
those who struggle to live their faith on a
daily basis.

Our faith does not exist in a vacuum. I
know many times in my own life it has been
a friend’s witness of faith, a priest’s or sis-
ter's reflection on a Gospel reading, or a
person’s faith through illness or family cri-
sis that has given life and meaning to my
faith. Our faith is a gift from God. When
we share our faith with others, it truly is a
gift that keeps on giving.

Our faith in God does not bring us to
our knees only during heartache or inspire
us to raise our voices in thanksgiving to
God only in times of joy. Through prayer,
worship, sharing, reflection and study, we
discover it is what guides and sustains us as
we see the hand of God at work in our dai-
ly lives.

As we journey through our own dark
forests, over our own bright rainbows, or
down our own brick roads, our faith gives
us the courage to say through it all, “I do
believe in God.”

ScieNcE FunN Camp

* 6 Weekly Sessions- July 8-August 16
* Designed for Youth 10-14 Years

» Explore “Biodiversity” — Habitats, Plants, Animals \
¢ Hands-on Science Discovery Activities Plus Summer Recreation
Presented by Cornell Cooperative Extension.
Call 461-1000 for registration information. /

) Comell Cooperative Extension in Monroe County prowdes
equal program and employment’ opporhlmtles
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