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In keeping with a pattern I have devel-
oped over the years, this week’s “Along
the Way” will be the last until the August
8 issue of the Catholic Courier. Between
now and then I shall put aside my trusty
laptop computer and enjoy a change of
pace from the year’s usual round of activi-
ties.

I'look forward to the change. It has
been a wonderful year — one full of
healthy activity and progress for our local
church — but one that claimed much
energy from many people. I, for one, will
welcome the opportunity to reflect in
some quiet on all that has happened and
to begin to absorb it.

I always enjoy doing “Along the Way.”
But each year I take extra pleasure in this
final, pre-vacation piece. There are two
reasons for that, I think. The first is the
opportunity it affords to remember the
blessings of the year. The second is the

_joytul anticipation of vacation leisure it
provides.

Regarding the first: Much has

ties, regions and diocesan offices con-
tinue to work hard to live out our Synod
priorities in realistic and helpful ways.
Across our diocese this past year we have
engaged in significant discussions about
the centrality of the Eucharistic Liturgy
in Catholic life, and about related ques-
tions of ministry.

Our priests and other pastoral min-

happened this year. Our parish communi- ‘
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isters continue to serve with vision and
generosity, ready to adjust to rapidly
changing circumstances even when such
adjustment involves considerable person-
al sacrifice. More and more gifted men
and women, including many of a new
generation, step forward to place their

gifts and talents at the service of the faith . |

community.

Each of tHese — and many other
blessings I will not name here — bring joy
to my heart as I review the year. But what

- pleases me at least as much as any of
these is the evident sense of common pur-
pose with which we are doing them. Our
Synod experience provided a solid found-
ation for that common purpose; we con-
tinue to build and shape our vision on it.

It is not always easy to dream and plan
with others. But we are finding out in
fresh and rewarding ways just how
important such collaboration is in this
age of the church’s life. Recently, a person
relatively new to our diocese put it this

~ way, “I'm excited by the way people and

A look back as vacation beckons

communities here work together. One has
the sense that you are not isolated units,
each working on its own. You’re trying to
accomplish something together. That’s
great.”

Regarding the second reason: Writing
this end-of-June column is a foretaste of
vacation leisure. It won’t surprise you to
know that my plans this year are very
much like my plans for the last 30 years.

I'll spend some time with family and en-
joy a time at the ocean with other friends.
The days with both groups will be lots of
fun, but they will be relatively quiet.

I am anxious to catch up with my sister
and brother-in-law, who just returned
from an exciting trip to Ireland. It will be
good to see my five beautiful nieces
again. When I am with them, I laugh a
lot. And, as you know, I learn quite a bit.
Of course, always woven into pre-vacation
thoughts are my dear friends, Howard
Hubbard and Tom Powers, companions
for all the years. My nieces are not the on-
ly ones with whom I can laugh and from
whom I can learn while on vacation!

Thanks for all of your prayers and .
support through this year and through all
of the years. People like you make this a
wonderful diocese. You make it a joy to
serve among you as a bishop.

I hepe the coming weeks will be good
to you. Please be assured of a fond
remembrance in my daily prayer.

Peace to all.
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Did You Know?

When a death occurs out of
town, many additional details arise
that must be dealt with.

Upon notification of a death,
the staff at Bartolomeo Funeral
Home Inc., regardless of the dis-
tance will arrange for all necessary
details in the most professional

You can be con,
your concerns will be met with the
same dignity and respect that have
become our benchmark since 1922.

Bartolomeo Funeral
Home Inc.

(716) 254-5400
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