CATHOLIC COURIER

PAGE 10 THURSDAY MAY 23,1996

•

Doctrines

"It was the church's reflection that
someone who was uniquely dedicated to
God would not have other children," observed Father Frederick M. Jelly, OP, author of the 1986 book, Madonna: Mary in
the Catholic Tradition, and a professor of
systematic theology at Mt. St. Mary's seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., in an interview with the Catholic Courier. "With
Mary, it seems the decision to consecrate
her life to virginity was for the sake of her
son and the church."
In a similar vein, the bishops noted in
their 1973 letter, that "In Mary's virginal
dedication to her son's saving work, die
church sees delineated her own mission
to bear witness to values diat go beyond
the secular city to die city of redeemed
man, die kingdom of God, in its present

of t h e Second Vatican
Council to Marian teachings.
Rather than create a separate Marian document,
Father Jelly explained, d i e
council incorporated the
Marian teachings into the
Dogmatic Constitution of
the Church, a n d made its
intention clear by calling
chapter eight, devoted to
Mary, " T h e role of t h e
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, in the Mystery
of Christ a n d the Church."
"It puts her in perspective in proper relationship
to Christ and his church —
getting away from any devotion to Mary that tends
to splinter away from the church," Father
Jelly observed. "She is seen as a perfect
archetype of the church" in her total participation in the mission of Christ.
Father Thomas Thompson, SM, director of die Marian Library, observed that
beyond such symbolic linkages, Mary is
intended to set an example of how to devote oneself to Christ's mission.
"Vatican II declared that she is a model for die church, what die church is
meant to be," Father Thompson said.
"She was the vehicle (dirough which)
God's grace came to people."
Moreover, Father Carroll said, the conciliar documents gave Catholics "a much
stronger sense of O u r Lady in the
church. It's much more she's o n e of us,
without taking away any of her special
character. That was a significant shift."
No significant shifts were needed
when it came to die doctrine of die assumption of Mary, belief in which can be
traced back to die early church.
That doctrine, as defined by Pope Pius

reality as well as its future completion."

XII in 1950, is that "The Immaculate

T^H&j, the b i s h o p noted, Mary is closely identified with the church in terms of
her willingness to sacrifice and in her
dedication to Jesus' mission.
This identification, Father Jelly remarked, was one of the key contributions

M o t h e r o f G o d , Mary ever-virgin, after
h e r life o n earth, was assumed, b o d y a n d

Continued from page 1
perpetual virginity of Mary — that Mary
remained a virgin her entire life — did
not become clear until the fourth century when it became accepted, Father Carroll observed.
"It was something that the church arrived at," Father Carroll noted. "When
the church began to reflect upon it, it became clearer that this was true of Mary."
However, the doctrine was not an attempt to denigrate marital life or sexuality, Father Carroll cautioned: Despite
popular misconceptions among" some
people today, the church actually held
these in high regard in the fourth century, as it does today. Rather, the teachings
about Mary's perpetual virginity developed in light of conditions several centuries after the birth of Jesus.
«
"After the persecutions stopped after
Constantine, Christians freely accepted
virginity," h e explained. "It took t h e
place o f martyrdom."
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GENERAL
Announcements
A D O P T I O N S The Catholic
Courier does not publish adoption advertising. To obtain a list
of agencies that serve birth
mothers and adoptive parents,
call 7t6-328-4340. Agencies
wishing to be included on this
list may send information to the
Catholic Courier.

soul, into heavenly glory."
T h e bishops noted in their pastoral letter that as early as the fifth century,
Christians observed a "Memorial of
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MAINTENANCE
OF
GROUNDS Apply in person.
Brightonian
Nursing
Home,
1919 Elmwood Ave., Rochester.
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
$500/5900 weekly potential.
Process mortgage refunds in
your area. Part- or full-time.
Call 1-216-233-4204, ext 115.
(24 hrs.)

$35,000 • $50,000 EARNINGS
POTENTIAL Home Typists, PC
Users Needed 1-800-304-4473
ext.T1713

12 month position; Masters
Degree and High School
teaching experience required; NYS Certification in
Administration preferred.
Focus on curriculum,
Scheduling, Admissions.
Candidate must be interested in a team appraoch.

EMPLOYMENT
Help Wanted
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
Catholic Charities of Livingston
County. Masters in Social
Work/Public .Admin., management experience, commitment
to Catholic social teaching. Resume to M. J. Tierney, Catholic
Charities, 10 Clinton St., Mount
Morris, NY 14510 by May 27.
FACTORY DIRECT: America's
newest, best and fastest growing business concept. Work at
home, low-risk, high-income
potential. Call now for free information. 1-800-640-6352.
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EMPLOYMENT

ASSISTANT
PRINCIPAL

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Uncle Albert Oliveri! Love, Patricia and
Chris Wilke.
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Mary," often celebrated o n
Aug. 15, that evolved into
"dormition" o r
falling
asleep of Mary. As early as
die sixth century, diey r e - .
ported, homilies, o n t h e Assumption began to appear.
T h e doctrine has broade r implications for t h e
Christian faithful, Father
Carroll explained.
" T h e Assumption," h e
remarked, is linked to "the
belief of the resurrection of
the body."
T h e bishops of the Second Vatican Council similarly noted diat "die Mother of Jesus in the glory
which she possesses in body
and soul in heaven is the
image and beginning of the Church as it
is perfected in die world t o come." She
serves, they added, as "a sign of certain
hope and comfort to the pilgrim People
of God."
But while the teachings concerning
the Assumption are fairly understandable to most people, that of the Immaculate Concepdon is far less so, Fadier
Thompson acknowledged.
Father Thompson said that people often confuse the virginal conception of Jesus widi die Immaculate Concepdon.
T h e Immaculate Conception refers to
Mary's purity since her own conception.
"It h a d nothing to d o with the birth of
Jesus," Father Thompson said. "The holiness of Mary, that's really what it is."
T h e bishops in their 1973 letter explained diat "The grace which odiers receive in Baptism, G o d gave t o Mary even
before her birth, dirough the foreseen
merits of Christ, to prepare h e r to be the
Mother of the redeemer."
T h e doctrine, die bishops continued,
is Christ-centered.

preservative redemption of Mary is totally and splendidly God's gift to h e r because she was to be the Mother of Christ"
However, aldiough accepted doctrine
today, die dogma of die Immaculate

Conception actually had a rockier path
to assent than the Assumption, Fadier
Jelly observed.
"That was die o n e tiling that was most
difficult and longest to mature in t h e
church," Father Jelly said of the Immaculate Conception. Nevertheless, h e added,
"Even tiiose who h a d difficulty, such a s
Thomas Aquinas, were all agreed any favors visited o n Mary were for the sake of
die Christ."
T h e feet diat Mary was filled widi die
Holy Spirit from the moment of her own
conception did not limit h e r ability to
choose whether to b e the Mother of God,
Fadier Jelly contended.
"Mary was within die power of her freed o m to dissent, but she didn't d o it," h e
said. "Grace made diat possible, but that
in n o way detracts from her freedom."
"One of the distinctive features of

Catholicism," Father Thompson remarked, "is the belief diat God chooses
people, God invites people to cooperate
in his work. Mary is a symbol of d i a t "
Moreover, previous to their defining
so the Immaculate Conception a n d die
Assumption, botii Pope Pius DC and Pope
Pius XII, respectively, conducted surveys
of bishops worldwide a n d found overwhelming acceptance of d i e doctrines,
Father Carroll reported. This support extended to Catholics in general.
"The reason die church defined (these
doctrines) was probably a groundswell
among die people," Fadier Carroll speculated. "It was in response to the piety of
die people diat die church proclaimed
diese dogmas." .
Father Carroll, for one, does not see,
any new developments in Marian teachings in the near future.

"It makes clear, first o f all, that n o One

"I d o n ' t *hink t n e t t t u t c h plans' to 4 at-'

is saved apart from Christ," they wrote.

tempt to define anything more," Father
Carroll predicted. "Most beliefs that
Catholics have, have been defined. They
don't become any more true by being defined."

"This is true of all men who have ever
lived, even though they were born many
centuries before Christ.
"Secondly,"

they

continued,

"the
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Business
Opportunities

Greetings

DIOCESE O F ROCHESTER. N.Y.

Contact by May 26,1996:
Mrs. Kirst, Principal,
Our Lady of Mercy H.S.
1437 Blossom* Rd.
Rochester, NY 14610.

Music Recordings

Financial Services

DANCE MUSIC from the Big
Band Era. Featuring Bob Ames
& CO. 716-392-9716.

A P P R O V E D AUTO LOANS
Bad credit/no credit, no problem,
no
hassle.
Call
1-800-541-2212.

Wanted to B u y

ittanlpn'jJ Sntique*
Top cash paid for old w o o d furniture, docks, glass and china,
sterling, crocks, quilts, e t c One
item or complete household.
We make house calls.

647-2480
*

&
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$

SECRETARY 24 HRS/WK 10
mos./yr. Computer skills, flexibility. Mercy Prayer Center.
716-473-6893 (9-3).

•

&

tZx&KVMV *

Apartments
Unfurnished
WDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER.
Convienent Downtown Location,
walk to shopping. On a direct busline.
Studio $299 One Bedroom $359
Ml utMesinctuded. Section 8 accepted.
Monthly Mas* Service*
475 East Brsid S I 5464650

Heating &
Air Conditioning
Hicks Home Heating
Call us for all your healing needs
Heating & Air Conditioning"
Specialists
• Sales • Service • Installation
Family Owned & Operated

4244848

Home Improvement
AL MEYVIS SR. Brick step &
basement repairs, sidewalks,
etc. 35 yrs. exp. Reasonable.
716-323-1007.

DeCan Home Care
Kitchen & Bath, Power
Washing, Basements, Family
Rooms, Garage Storage Lofts,
Painting, Carpentry

(716) 4266127

A L . NOLAN
l*G ELECTRIC
FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Saving Roctosbra' Suncunfng Anas

Licensed & Fully Insured
3

1*7
i

716-292-1538 ^ p )

Masonry
AMERICAN

A

MASOtAYCCHMNEV

865-4170

CHIMNEY
SERVICE
663-7360

**^

^

Moving & Hauling
K-D Moving,
and Storagelnc
Experience in office,

household moving

Electricians
Help WantedPart Time

I^PP^l

and deliveries
Big or Small, We Do Them All

47M6l6or47343S7

Painting
& Wallcovering
SPECIALIZING I N
REPAIRS O F OLDER
HOMES
Interior/exterior (Minting, garages,
window glazing, porches, etc
Basement walls repaired and
waterproofed. Homes power washed,
gutter cleaning, driveway sealing,
small jobs welcome.
Senior discount. Free Ealmtta.
A L MEYVIS, JR.
323-2876 • 392-4435

Plumbing
CASSIDY Plumbing and Hooting
• Licensed, Bonded
• Bathroom Remolding

• No Sendee Charges
Fnw Esttnates
• Senior Citizen Discount
11 Comfort SL
Rochoofcr.NY

232-2000

Roofing Siding
& Gutters
GUTTER CLEANING
FULLY INSURED
Call MONROE
GUTTER CLEANING
533-2260 or 3340701

BOWMAN
M0FMG&9HI6C0.
EskMsludim
-RoofRepairs-Siting
• Replacement Windows
• SeenJess Aluminum Cutters'
"Gutter Geantns*

671-3270

671-2912

