A few weeks ago the news was ﬁlled
with details. about the auction of Mrs.
* Omassis’ posstssions. Of pamcularmter-
* est, of course,was the price paid for the:
. “various- » Comparing ‘the -actual:

| “price pmd oF individual | pieces against
the es worth of the objects un-

der consideration seemed to provxde

great fun for ‘both broadcasters and |

their audiences over those days,

A nuinber of commentaries en this
activity followed. One of these extolled
the virtues of our economic system,
filled as it is with so much freedom.
Even if other people can't comprehend
the value of what we may buy in our life-
times, we should rejoice because we are
free to purchase whatever we can afford
and want. Another commentary com-
pared people’s desire to possess a piece
of “Camelot” with the religious impulse
to revere relics — objects that were at
some point in contact with the saints of
our various traditions.

I had no such exalted interpretations
of the events surrounding this auction.
My own reaction centered rather more
simply on the amount of money that
must be available for purchasing objects
that appear to be superficial, or at least
of secondary usefulness in maintaining
the essentials of “a life well lived.”

I couldn’t help thinking about some
of the things the news media tells me we
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cannot afford these days: Medieaid,
Medicare, health care in general, Social
Security, education as we've known it,
services for illegal immigrants, immi-
grants in general, welfare, support for
those born of unwed mothers who can’t
afford the children they conceive, coun-
seling for troubled children ... . The list
is long and I can’t remember it all.

But I tempered my impulse to con-
clude that the same people who spent
all that money at the auction should un-
derwrite the costs of the systems that
would support some of these other so-
cially useful goods. I helped to balance
my thinking’by reminding myself that I,
too, surround miyself with a great many

" objects I don’t really need.

Also, I thought, the people who are
rich enough to pay those huge sums
probably donate to charities of all sorts,

6 Benefit humamty u;“.irg*mxmbe
ways: And Rush hmhaugh*remmds me
alkjhe“tﬂggxe,abouttho,w mfxei

are, and’ that ,gtt;e,,

'»tgmediawwm w‘én;y mﬁi‘t-' @g:’ ,m‘ [
RiX a no- economy tewaxds - ; Moral theologians from
the dd-nothmgs! L sthe Industrial. Revolutio:
Still, there must be some msugh’tin all | ‘plained that preva'iling ﬂmughtpattems

of this about some age:old moral:ne-

tions we hold. For example, we, fight, |
gain some perspective ofpaur €Conomic:

with:some

lives by thmkmg momentaniy

of the ancients who conceived of the’ | -
1deaofgreed—mouruadmom,tluswas

even called a “capital sin.”

Apparently there has been concern
throughout history about what happens
to human beings who indulge our insa-
tiable longing for wealth. and. posses-
sions.

An observation about “greed in our
time,” though, might lead some to _con-
clude that greed can hardly be a sin. It
must be a virtue! I was assured recently
by a young friend from my ncighbor-
hood that to possess lets and lots, to
have access to great huury, to spend
one’s wealth on the pursmt of individ-
ual pleasure is “what it’s all about.”

But, again, there seems to-be. this op-
posing wisdom from ot moral, ances-
tors that would have us’ question the ef-
fect on our souls that untrammeled
greed-can have. Pope'Leo XIIE, for ex:'.

or mcml cmc

. }'fect of promo i

\SOmE economi

ple to “sacti

}‘prevent us from:pinting our tremendous.

‘technical abilities:at the"service of. all
People and the, wholeness of each per-

Popes and bishops haje, over cen-
turies, developed criteria for helping us
to examine our economiic lives on all lev-
els, from theory to structure to behav-
tor. These criteria ask us to consider
how our economic decisions affect: the
- dignity, well-being and development of
all people; the solidarity of humankind; .
and the active and creative participation
" of all who are pait of any society.

- Sometimes I-like to pretend that |
don’t need much assistance from the.
wisdom of the ancients in mterpretmg
the meaning of modern events and situ-
ations. But some ancient reflections on
dangers to. our seuls. mlghl:, after all,
help us to think about activities at Sothe-
. by’s and elsewhere that show us.to- beliv- '

| very, very poor.

" Bernard’s Inst:twé, Rochester.

Commitment to community is timeless call

Who is Amitai Etzioni and why is he
urging Christians (and others) to do
what we- should have been doing ail
along?

Etzioni is a professor of socxology at
George Washington University in D.C.
and the founder and chairman of the
Communitarian Network. This is a
“nonsectarian, nonpartisan, nation-
wide association” of “individuals and
organizations who have come together
to shore up the moral, social. and po-
-litical environment.”

“We believe,” says the organization’s
vision statement, “that individual liber-
ties depend upon the bolstering of the
foundations of civil society: our fami-
lies, schools, and neighborhoods. It is
through these institutions that we ac-
quire a sense of our personal and civic
responsibilities, an appreciation of our
rights and the rights of others, and a
commitment to the welfare of the com-
munity and its members.”

The communitarian hope for the fu-

By Grrcory FoAtcusing Priret

ture is that “families, schools, and
neighborhoods will serve as institu-
tions that foster communities whose
members care about one another and
encourage each other to be ... ethical
and socially responsible.”

Isn't this exactly what Christians are
supposed to be doing every day? As the
Second Vatican Council said in its Pas-
toral Constitution on the Church in

the Modern World, f‘It is clear that

people are not deterred by the Christ-
ian message from building up the
world, or impelled to neglect the wel-
fare of their fellows. They are, rather,

more~ smngenﬂy*béun‘d"'to do those |

very things.”

Theologian John Coleman once ob-
served: “The proper arena for forging
the concrete historical ideal is not with-
in the church but in the world.”

If we Christians — especially the laity
— had really gotten this idea in our
guts, maybe there would not be the
need for a secular movement to remind
us all of our social responsibilities to
each other and to society in general.

Last summer, Etzioni was the
keynote speaker at the 5th Annual Hil-
lenbrand Symposium in Chicago,
named after Monsignor Reynold Hil-
lenbrand, the pioneering social activist
priest whose legacy includes a strong
emphasis on the common good over
against a corrosive individualism. Et-
zioni confessed to little knowledge of

Catholic social teaching, perhaps the
best indication how little this tradition
is operative in today’s church and soci-
e

tmeet.een years ago, the Chicago De-
claration of Christian Concern, a call-
to-arms by a group of Catholic ac-
tivists, reminded us that “the church is
present to the world in the striving of
the laity to transform the world of po-
litical, economic and social institu-

tions. The clergy minister (should:

help) the laity exercise their family,
neighborly, and occupational roles
mindful of their Christian responsibili-

In other words, if Christians really
understood our vocation in and to the
world, we would already be the leaders
in trying to “shore up the moral, so-
cial, and political environment,” as
Amitai Etzioni and the Communitari-
an Network are now urging us to do.

Pierce is copublisher of ACTA Publica-
tions, Chicago.

mgmaneconon;ythar.xs very rich,, but 1
Sister Schoelles is president of St. ;{""
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Graduation
Publication Date: June 13
Advertising Deadline: May 30

(Bonus distribution to graduating students)

A look at the high school Class of
'06 as its members prepare for
life after high school. In addition
to the annual listing of gradu-
ates’ names, this special supple-
ment also will contain feature
articles on selected graduates,
with special emphasis on their
expectations and plans for the

future.
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& 2 nity for such groups to inform
20 «S B Y i. g Courier readers about their his-
R i t@{\;} 9 tories, purpose and membership
F" I8 opportunities. .

Catholic Organization Directory
Publication Date: June 27

Advertising Deadline: June 13

The Diocese of Rochester is
home to numerous organizations
for lay Catholics - from faternal
and service groups to spiritual
and prayer leagues. This special
section will provide an opportu-

Health

Publication Date: July 18
Advertising Deadline: July 3

The Catholic Church’s teaching
on health-related issues stems
from Scripture. This special sup-
plement will offer readers an

| unique perspective on those
issues while offering valuable

Advertising in the Catholic Courier reaches more than 85,000 readers in the 12-county Diocese of Rochester
each week. By regularly advertising in the Courier, you can reach our readers and show them the products
and services you offer. For more information or to place your ad, call your sales representative at the Courier’s

advertising department at 716-328-4340.

CatholicCourier

...Because life isn't black & white.
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