[

)

2

|

= M———
SRS ——

|

o2

Q* —3
-y, S —

€|

|

atholicCouriler

DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK .

VOL. 107 NO. 33 # THUHRSDAY, May 16, 1996

H 75¢ ® 12 PAGES

By Rob Cullivan

Staff writer
rganizers of a coalition intended to re-
construct a bridge between Rochester
religion and labor hope it will become

part of wider span of such coalitions

Catholics, others revitalize
coalition for workers’ rights

<

Members of organized labor and organized
religion in Rochester are pooling their efforts
to achieve such shared goals as worker safety,
fair wages and benefits, she said. Between 12
and 15 Rochester-area representatives of orga-
nized labor and the Catholic, Protestant and
Jewish communities have met five times

throughout the state seeking economic  * Yustic, o this year, according to Young.
justice, according to labor organizer § e, The local coalition is affiliated with
~  Denise Young. S ' 5  similar efforts taking place in Buffalo,
“There’s a historic and significant = g WE=<®=  Syracuse, Albany, Binghamton and
link between our two communities,” ¥ - New York, she and other coalition
said Young, an organizer for Local 1199 Peare ,\¢¢  members said.

of the Service Employees Thiternational
Union of the AFL-CIO. S

- “The rs use the term ‘speaking to pow-
er,”” she continued. “I think that’s a very im-
portant role for religious communities to play
at this time. Many working people feel their
lives are in crisis.”
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Coalition members have already acted.

. They participated in a statewide 40-hour fast ‘

undertaken in March by about 3,000 religion
and labor supporters who prayed for the com-
mon good of the state’s citizens. The coalition

hopes to undertake
: Continued on page 12
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economic justice Feflects 1abor’s con-:
‘cetn for corporate responsibiity, +,.” -
= For example, Sweeney pointed‘to
the recent victory by a coalition of
religion and labor activists here in
- the'United States and in El Salvador
" - over the Gap clothing store chain as
an example of successful religion/la-
. Continued on page 12
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