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Penfield Place 
itehaMitatiue Care 

Short Term Stay 
• Physical Therapy 
• Occupational Therapy 
• Speech Therapy 

One Story Building, Garden Patios, 
Convenient, Accessible Parking 

• Arrangements can be made for 
in room telephones 

• Daily Newspaper Deliixry 
• Hairstylist/Barber 

1700 Penfield Rd. 
(Across fiom Charieu Brown's Restaurant) 

(716) 586-7433 

Look for our 
Summer Stuff 

listing May 
23rd & 3oth 
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THURSDAY MAY 2,1996 PAGE3A 

Priest, 88, continues India mission 
AMBDX APUR, India (CNS) -

Even at 88, Jesuit Fadier Jules 
van Oostayen has no plaits to 
stop working. 

Since be arrived in India in 
1934, die Belgian-born mission­
ary has helped build the 
Raigarh and Ambikapur dioce­
ses, brick by brick. 

"Retirement?" he responded 
in surprise when asked about it 
by UCA News, an Asian church 
news agency based in Thailand. 

"Oh, there's still plenty to 
do," said die frail figure as he 
walked around his workshop di­
recting tribal co-workers. 

He has designed architectural 
plans, made construction mate­
rials and built churches, con­
vents, schools, boarding houses 
and health centers, mostly for 
dioceses in central India. 

"I don't know how many 
buildings I have built," he said, 
pointing to a heap of files. 
Strewn about his room in die 
Ambikapur bishop's house are 
die construction materials and 
files from 53 years' work. 

Father, van Oostayen spends 
die day producing various mate­
rials at his workshop on die 
bishop's house grounds. He has 
no degree in architecture, but 
says he learned die'trade from 

his parents as they built their 
home. 

Father Xavier Ekka, former 
vicar general of Ambikapur 
Diocese, said priests and nuns 
come to Fadier van Oostayen 
for plans and advice. In the 
workshop he makes roofs, iron­
work and furniture for the 
buildings. 

Business leaders have request­
ed items after seeing dieir supe­
rior quality, but die priest does 
not accept orders from diem be­
cause he lacks time, Father Ekka 
said. 

Since a uniform construction 
plan is followed in die diocese, 
few new designs are needed, Fa­
dier van Oostayen said. He said 
he has made changes to prevent 
thieves from entering die build­
ings. 

Since district officials banned 
new churches to avoid interreli-
gious rivalry, die diocese has 
been building more community 
halls in villages, die priest-archi­
tect said. 

He delights in relating his ad­
ventures building Raigarh cathe­
dral in Kunkuri, about 1,000 
miles southeast of New Delhi. 
Materials were brought from 
distant cities; tribal Catholics 
tarted* the stones for free. 

Continued from page 2A 

volunteers also interview with 
the agency they may serve, she 
said. 

Ideal volunteers like to work 
With people, Ciccone ob­
served, and generally feel a 
strong need to connect with 
others. 

"They're boredf she said of 
many first-time volunteers. 
"Many of them have been re­
tired for two or three years. 
There's only so many days they 

can play golf or be with the 

She added that while she 
doesn't ask whether her volun­
teers are religiously motivated, 
she has concluded that most 
volunteers have faith of some 
sort, whether spiritual or 
philosophical. 

"There's a little voice inside 
of them that says ... 'I need to 
help someone else,'" she con­
cluded. 

• • • 
EDITORS' NOTE: To learn 

more about RSVP, call Ginny Cic­
cone at 716/454-3224, ext. 117. 

"Three bishops are buried 
diere," Fadier van Oostayen ob­
served. 

The priest said he does not 
plan to return to his native coun­
try, although he has already un­
dergone 16 operations. He now 
reads with a magnifying glass, 
and ids hearing is impaired.' 

"We came from Belgium with 
no idea of returning," he said, 
adding that he has not visited 
Belgium since he left. 

One of his two brotiiers be­
came a Jesuit priest and worked 
in India for years before he was 
killed in World War II. His only 
sister, who became a nun, died 
two years ago. 

After priesdy studies in India, 
Father van Oostayen taught 
mathematics at Kunkuri's Jesuit 
high school for six years. He or­
ganized Raigarh diocesan ac­

counts and a people's savings 
bank at Ranchi, in neighboring 
Bihar state. 

One of four surviving Belgian 
Jesuits in Ambikapur Diocese, 
he has spent most of his life 
among indigenous people in 
Madhya Pradesh state. He ob­
tained Indian citizenship "die 
day it was declared" an indepen­
dent country. 

Only once was he asked to 
produce his citizenship papers, 
which he did not have with him 
at the time. He managed die sit­
uation with a counter question 
to the young police officer: 
"Have you got your citizenship 
papers?" 

Such humor and presence of 
mind still keep the octogenarian 
missionary useful in a land 
where missionaries are often 
viewed widi suspicion. 

The St. Anil's family 
is sharing something very special... 

Each other. 
St. Ann's Home, The Heritage, and Home Con­

nection provide opportunities for caring and com- • 

• passion. Residents, participants, family members, 

volunteers and staff are grateful members of a 

community giving one another reasons to smile. 

If you would like more information about joining 

our community or would like to schedule an 

appointment and tour, please call 342-1700. 
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Volunteer Kelly Volkmuth with St. Ann's Home 
Resident Mildred Neidinger 

St. Ann's Home, The Heritage and Home Connection 
tS60 Portland Avenue, Rochester, NY 14621 

" 716-342-1700 
• - # * # • • * • * • * • • * - . * 


