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a nose-dive and I don't think it's ever 
changed." 

Father John T. Reif, pastor of St. Rita's 
Church in Webster, added that in this era 
of dual-income families, time crunches 
are greater — and the church may lose 
out. 

"Prior to Vatican II, if a teen or an 
adult went over to the church hall for an 
event, it often was their only social event 
of the week," Father Reif said. "Now 
we're living in an age that for mom and 
dad, staying home is a treat rather than go
ing out. They're already up to their el
bows with so many other commitments 
that attending something at 'Saint So-
and-So' isn't going to seem as appealing."* 

This trend of isolation led Bob 
Zyskowski to pen a July 1995 editorial ti
tled "Bowling Alone" for the Catholic Bul
letin, diocesan newspaper of the Min
neapolis and St. Paul, Minn., archdio
cese. 

In that column, Zyskowski illustrated 
how modern society has become so indi
vidualized that even group activities such 
as bowling are performed alone with reg
ularity. The editor added that this mind
set has also infiltrated Catholic churches 
in the United States. 

"We're very hesitant to make a connec
tion with other people, even in some
thing as close as a faith community," 
Zyskowski told the Catholic Courier. 
"We're afraid to talk to somebody, to 
meet somebody we don't know. People 
want to go to church and go home, and 
that's all. 

"The potential for meeting new 
friends, opportunities for opening your 
lives — it's too risky," he added. "People 

don't want to give up their freedom and 
TV shows." 

Zyskowski used an irony-laced exam
ple, saying, "Rather than make friends, 
we would rather sit home alone and 
watch the TV show 'Friends' — which is a 
show about people being friends." 

Yet rather than throw in the towel, 
parish leaders in the Rochester diocese 
are making strong — and often successful 
- efforts at adapting to modern society. 

The priority, according to Sister 
Sobala, is to focus less on large numbers 
and more on individual needs. This 
trend, she said, is in accordance with the 
diocesan Synod's call for the formulation 
of small Christian communities. 

At St. Mary's in Rochester, Sister 
Sobala directs the Downtown Communi
ty Forum. Held in the parish's Dugan 
Center, these meetings offer parishioners 
and non-parishioners the chance to dia
logue with community leaders such as 
Rochester Mayor William Johnson. 

Sister Sobala added that groups at her 
parish also target young adults; parents 
of infants; married couples; and singles. 

"The sense of socializing in people 
who share values continues to be impor
tant," Sister Sobala said. ( 

St. Rita's in Webster offers several 
such opportunities, according to Sister 
Judy Whalen, SSJ, the parish minister. 
Many of these groups, she said, list ser
vice and prayer — rather than entertain
ment — as their chief focus. Examples in
clude a ministry for single, separated and 
divorced adults; support groups for peo
ple who have lost loved ones as well as 
those who serve as care-givers for loved 
ones; and a St. Joseph's table held in 
March in die new St. Rita's parish center. 

"The word 'ministry' has become very 
popular in Catholic mouths and on 
Catholic lips," Father Reif said. 

In die Southern Tier, a monthly family 
movie night was recently begun at the 
Church of St. Mary Our Mother in 
Horseheads. Approximately 50 people a t 
tended the inaugural gathering held in 
March. 

"Surfing the Net (Internet) is fun, but 
there's something that makes me feel 
good about this," said Steve Spaulding, 
who organized the event along with his 
wife Terry. "And there were a lot of peo
ple in the parish saying they want more 
of this." 

Father Werth said his three-church 
cluster in Rochester's 19th Ward stages 
numerous social events, perhaps more so 
than in other parts of die diocese. 

"It appears that the people in die city 
need a sense of community for survival, 
and the church becomes a way to fulfill 
that need. So die social outlets are im
portant," Father Werth said. 

Father Werth illustrated his point by 
citing a picnic he attended last year for 
St. Michael's Church, an inner-city parish 
in Rochester. When it started to rain, sub
urban Rochester residents wanted to go 
home — but die city-dwellers said, "Nah, 
let's stay and have a good time," Father 
Werth recalled. 

The 19th Ward pastor added that out
reach ministries are also vital parts of his 
parish's social makeup. 

"Today you don't have ithe numbers, 
but you've got the depth," Father Werth 
commented. "What people are doing is 
much more profound." 

Spaulding agreed that big numbers 
aren't a prerequisite for starting parish 
social organizations. "Start something 
small," he said. "The litde things can 
grow, and Cod can make them great." 

For instance, Spaulding noted, the St, 
Mary Our Mother movie night was at
tended by many of the same families who 

have also begun a Sunday-morning cof
fee hour at the parish. 

Another plus for today's parishes, Fa
dier Werth pointed out, is that they're 
freer to bond with neighboring Catholic 
and non-Catholic churches. These op
portunities, he noted, didn't exist in pre
vious generations when parish bound
aries were very clearly observed. 

"The parochialism was awful, terri
ble," Father Werth said. 

Though the face of parish social life 
has changed, Father Reif stressed that the 
human need for socialization is a con
stant. 

"God forbid that we should get to the 
point that diat isn't present," the Webster 
pastor said. "We would be missing a lot of 
the essential dynamics that are meant to 
energize us as individuals and call us to
gether as Christians. That's still true in 
this day and age, even though die parish 
is not the social hub it once was." 

Sister Sobala agreed that the natural 
link between Christianity and socializa
tion will lead people to continue bond
ing, regardless of the manner in which 
this, occurs. 

"Deep down, people want to deepen 
their faith lives. And diey realize their 
Christianity is not a religion of ones, but 
a community of people," Sister Sobala 
said. 

To maximize this basic principle, Fa
dier Zimmer suggested that Catholics 
maintain a focus on the present, rather 
than long for die past 

"I think there's a great opportunity for 
all kinds of outreaches," Father Zimmer 
said. "But to wish for the old social as
pects of the church would be like wishing 
for die old Latin* Mass. 

"We can't go back, and the times regu
late diat. And that's not a negative state
ment." 

GENERAL 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Business 
Opportunities 

$35,000 - $50,000 EARNINGS 
POTENTIAL Home Typists, PC 
Users Needed 1-800-304-4473 
ext. T1713 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Catholic Charities of Livingtson 
County. Masters in Social 
Work/Public Admin., manage
ment experience, committment 
to Catholic social teaching. Re
sume to M. J. Tierney, Catholic 
Charities, 10 Clinton St., Mount 
Morris, NY 14510 by May 27. 

LIQUOR STORE Stock/lottery 
help. 30-40 hrs/wk., evenings 
required. Irondequoit. Frank 
716-342-9240. . 

NANNY/GRANDMA for work
ing parents with 3 pre-school
ers. Live-in preferred, not req'd. 
Must be loving, flexible, non-
smoker. Long term position. 
716-586-7038. 

NANNY MON-FRI8 hours/day 
in our Webster/Penfield area' 
home. 2 children. Call 
315-524-4543 eves. 

NO EXPERIENCE: Sales rep 
needed. Will train. Environmen
tally conscious people need 
apply. Call Mike 716/425-3560. 

Help Wanted 
Part Time 

Wanted to Buy 

HAIR STYLIST PART TIME 
Generations Child/Elder Care. 
(716) 247-3490. 

SECRETARY 24 HRS/WK 10 
mos./yr. Computer skills, flexi
bility. Mercy Prayer Center. 
716-473-6893 (9-3). 

Mat&prisi Antiques 
Top cash paid for old wood fur
niture, clocks, glass and china, 
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One 
item or complete household. 
We make house calls. 

647-2480 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

DIOCESAN DIRECTOR OF THE 
OFFICE OF PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

DIOCESE OF ALBANY, NEW YORK 

QUALIFICATIONS:. 
• A Masters Degree in Liturgical Studies or its equivalent i.e. a 

decree with emphasis on liturgy/worship as weH as experience in 
directing prayer and worship either on the pansh or diocesan 
lev-el or its equivalent; 

• a knowledge of current Catholic liturgical norms and rituals; 
• The ability to express ideas clearly and work with a vanety of 

people; 
• Openness/sensitivity to various ethnic groups, current liturgical 

pracnces, etc. 

The Director of the Diocesan Office of Prayer and Worship will 
assist the Bishop, who serves as principal liturgist of the Diocese, 
and a ct as a resource to him in planning* and coordinating 
Diocesan liturgies/services, etc. 

The director will coordinate and work closely with the Diocesan 
Liturgical Commission and be responsible for its activities. 

The Director is expected to provide newsletters, workshops, prac
tical training, other educanonai resources on a regular basis as a 
means of assisting both the clergy and the faithful in liturgy/wor
ship. 

PLEASE SEND RESUMES BY MAY 10 , 1 9 9 6 TO: 

Reverend Randall Peterson, Chancellor 
Pastoral Center 
40 North Main Avenue 
Albany, New York 12203 
Fax; 518-453-679? 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

MOTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE SO AND OLDER 

Convlenent Downtown Location, 
walk to shopping. On a direct busline. 

Studio $299 One Bedroom $359 
All unities Included. Section 8 accepted. 

Monthly Man Service* 
475 East Broad St 5484650 

Appliance Repair 

We Make 
House Calls 

ISEW& VAC REPAIR CTR] 
724WintonRd.N. 

716-482-6111 

Electricians 

K 
NOLAN 
ELECTRIC 

FOR Au. YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS 

Saving Rochester & Surrounding Areas 
Licensed & Fully Insured 

I f ) 716-292-1538 © 

Financial Services 

APPROVED AUTO LOANS 
Bad credit/no credit, no prob
lem, no hassle. Call 
1-800-541-2212. 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for pit your heating needs 
Heating & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 
4244848 

Home Improvement 

VINYL WINDOWS IN
STALLED $200. Before you 
buy expensive windows, call 
716-436-4741. SAVE $100 per 
window. Guaranteed. 35 years 
experience. FREE Low "E" Ar
gon glass until 4-15-96. 

DeCan Home Care 
Kitchen & Bath, Power 

Washing, Basements, Family 
Rooms, Garage Storage Lofts, 

Painting, Carpentry 
(716) 4264127 

Masonry 

ft" 

It 
AMERICAN 
M A S O N R Y * CHIMNEY 

865-4170 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

AU. MASONRY WORK 

663-7360 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving 
g^and Storagelnc 

Experience in office, 
household moving 
and deliveries 

Big or Small, We Do Them All 
473-6610 or 473-4357 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

BERNARD K. BAYER & SON 

Master Painters \_ \y-* v 

Painting & Wallpaper ^ \ 

Wood Finishing and Gutters 
Aluminum Doors and Windows 

Est 1952 (716)381-0812 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

SPECIALIZING IN 
REPAIRS OF OLDER 

HOMES 
Interior/exterior painting, garages, 

window glazing, porches, etc 
Basement walls repaired and 

waterproofed. Homes power washed, 
gutter cleaning, driveway sealing, 

. small jobs welcome. 
Senior aim will, fiu. f̂f*1—(*• 

ALMEYVIS.JR. 
323-2876 • 392-4435 

Plumbing 

A | £ NOLAN 
f * t ELECTRIC 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS 

Serving Rochester tSurrounoIng Areas 
Licensed & Fully Insured 

|S2§ 4S& 
^ 716-292-1538 1 1 $ 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

BOWMAN 
ROOFING & SIDING CO. 

Established 1912 • * > • 
• Roof Repairs • Siding 6 ^ 1 
• Replacement Windows | I P | ! l 
• Seemless Aluminum C u t t e r s ^ ^ ^ 
• Cutter Cleaning 

671-3270 671-2912 

To advertise 
in 

Courier: j 
classifieSlKl 


