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Date stirs thoughts ofs^ 
April 29, the day of this writing, is the 

Feast of St. Catherine of Siena and the 
day of two special memories for me: 

1.) The first memory is that of Bishop 
John E. McCafferty, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Rochester, who died on this date in 1980. 
I had known the bishop only since May 
of 1979 and he had been struggling since 
November of that year with the illness 
that finally claimed his life. 

In the earlier months of our acquain-' 
tance, when he was feeling well, John Mc
Cafferty was a good friend and guide. 
He realized that I had much to learn. In 
his kindness, he^was ready with advice 
whenever I asked for it and supportive of 
decisions I made. 

As I remember him today, on the 16th 
anniversary of his death, I am aware that 
the greatest gifts John gave to me were 
the stories he told about the people he 
knew and the experiences through which 
he lived during his years in our commu
nity. I think of one night in particular as 
exemplary of that legacy. My mother was 
visiting and I thought it would be fun to 
go out for dinner. So I invited Bishop 
McCafferty, Bishop Dennis Hickey, Fa
ther Chuck Latus and Chuck's mother, 
Marie Latus, to join Mom and me for a 
night out. To this day I wish I had car
ried a tape recorder to the table that 

along 
the way 
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evening. Why? Because for close to two 
hours, Dennis and John traded stories 
about life in our diocese. I remember 
much laughter because the stories were 
filled with fun. I remember learning a lot 
because the stories conveyed a loving 
sense for people and a real reverence for 
them. 

It's quite possible that you never knew 
Bishop John McCafferty. But I hope that 
there have been story tellers in your life. 
Stories help us make connections with 
those who have gone before us and with 
one another. They help put things in per
spective and keep them in proportion. 
They stimulate thought and laughter. Sto
ries keep values and dreams alive when 
the pressures of the daily grind dull our 
awareness of them. 

2.) I always remember on this date that 
on April 29, 1982, we published "Fire in 

memories 
the Thornbush," our pastoral letter on 
the dignity of women and their place in 
the church and society. I renew my 
thanks to Sister Mary Sullivan, RSM, who 
led that effort and die many others 
whose experience and wisdom gave 
shape to a document that has been'so 
helpful in our diocese and around the 
country. 

We know that our Synod reaffirmed 
our need and our commitment to keep 
working on that theme. In light of Synod 
recommendations, we have re-formed 
our Women's Commission. As a matter 
of fact, that group met for the first time 
in an organizational, orientation session 
this weekend at Notre Dame Spiritual 
Life Center in Canandaigua. I am look
ing forward to hearing all about the 
meeting when I arrive at the office this 
morning. 

I look forward to this date next year 
when it will be fun to comment on the 
fruits of the first year of thinking and ac
tivity by our new Women's Commission. 
Given the experience and commitment 
of commission members and our contin
uing work on our Synod priorities, I 
think it will be a gratifying report In the 
meantime, please pray for them and for 
their work on our behalf. 

Peace to all. 
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Our Lady is calling you... 
To peace, prayer, and holiness 

"PRAY, PRAY, PRAY" 
Write for our free catalog of over 500 items 

Great Prayerbooks 
4 Keys To Heaven $1.50 
Mary, Teach Me To Pray 1.50 
An Hour with Jesus— Vol 1 2.00 
An Hour with Jesus— Vol 2 2.00 
Pray, Pray, Pray, 251 pages 6.95 
Thirty Favorite Novenas 75 
Gold Book of Prayers 3.00 

Excellent Reading 
Call Of The Ages—T. Petriska 11.95 
Imitation Of Christ 1.95 
The Sorrow...The Triumph, Petrisko .. .12.00 
Walking WithThe Pilgrim Pope 5.95 
A Time for Truth, D. Nolan 9.95 
The Tears of Mary & Fatima 7.00 
Priests of the World's Destiny 8.00 
The Bridge to Heaven, M. Brown 7.95 
Lord Jesus, Teach Me To Pray 5.95 
Treasure in Clay—on Sheen Life 14.95 
Trumpet Of Gabriel— M. Brown 10.95 
Padre Pio- The True Story 10.95 
You Better Believe It, Fr. Roberts 6.95 
Holy Spirit Our Greatest Friend 1-50 
Power Of The Rosary— Shamon 2.00 

Over 7^50,000 sold in U.S. and 47 Foreign Countries. . 
Postage: Purchases under $ SiOO add$ 100;$ 5.00 Am $ 10.00 add $ 3.00; $10.00and Over odd $4.00. 

Mary's Call is a tax exempt-corporation. Any donation you wish to make will help 
spread the devotion to Our Blessed Mother around the World. 

Audio Cassettes 
The Best of Bishop Sheen 
YourCross .$3.00 
Value Of Prayer 3.00 
Treasures and Pots .' 3.00 
Wasting Your Life 3.00 
Meaning of Suffering 3.00 
The Holy Spirit 3.00 
Human Passions 3.00 
The Devil 3.00 
Explains the Rosary 3.00 
Continuing Passion of Christ 3.00 
Christ The King .*. .3.00 
Blessed Mother 3.00 
Our Father 3.00 
About The Angels 3.00 
Parables Of The Lost 3.00 

Miscellaneous 
Rosary—IS Decade, songs, litanies 3.00 
Prayer and Meditations #1 .4.00 
Prayer and Meditations #3 4.00 

O'Brien- Sounds of Medjugorje #1 10.00 
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