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The 'Spouse of Christ' prefers mercy 
According to Catholic belief, the 

church is the Body of Christ, die People 
of God, die Temple of die Holy Spirit — 
and more. The late Pope Paul VI re
minded us at die opening of the second 
session of the Second Vatican Council in 
1963 diat die church is a mystery, that is, 
"a reality imbued widi die hidden pres
ence of God." 

The church exists to continue die 
work of Christ, diat die Reign of God 
might come. 

First, it proclaims the good news of 
God's all-embracing love for us and of 
the promise of eternal life. It does Uiis in 
its preaching, its formal teaching, its cat-
echesis and its theologies. 

Second, the church continues Christ's 
worship of God' in die Eucharist, die 
other sacraments, die Liturgy of die 
Hours, and in its whole life of prayer 
and devotion. The church is totally ori
ented to glorifying and praising God, to 
giving thanks for all diat God has done 
and continues to do redemptively on 
our behalf, and to interceding with God, 
through Jesus Christ, for our needs and 
the needs of odiers. 

Third, the church employs its own 
limited resources — material and moral 
— to help close die gap between God's 
promised reign of justice and peace and 
the sinful human situadon we've some
how managed to create apart from God. 
The church, like Jesus, exists to serve, 
not to be served. 

It recognizes that "action on behalf of 

essays in 
theology 

justice and participation in die transfor
mation of the world" are *a constitutive 
dimension of the preaching of the 
Gospel, or, in other words, of the 
church's mission for the redemption of 
the human race and its liberation from 
every oppressive situation'' ("Justice in 
the World," 1971 World Synod of Bish
ops, para. 6). 

And, fourth, die church is called to be 
a sign, as well as an instrument, of God's 
redemptive presence and activity. It is 
the universal sacrament of salvation. As 
such, it must always practice what it 
preaches. 

"While die Church is bound to give 
witness to justice," die synodal docu
ment declared, "it recognizes that any
one who ventures to speak to people 
about justice must first be just in then-
eyes" (chapter 3, para. 2). j , 

Given the nature and purpose of the 
church, it is not surprising diat 99 per
cent of die church's daily life is focused 
on the celebration of die Eucharist and 

the sacraments, on prayer and devotion, 
on preaching and teaching, and on min
istering to the sick, the elderly, die trou
bled, the oppressed, die poor and die 
marginalized. 

Inevitably, conflicts and various other 
problems arise in die course of the 
church's life. It was the case even in die 
earliest period described in die New 
Testament, and it has always been so 
throughout every century of the 
church's history. 

When those conflicts and problems 
bubble to the surface of public atten
tion, they often create an enormous dis
traction from die real work and purpose 
of the church. They drain church mem
bers' energies, and they divert their ef
forts from die church's real priorities. 

Such was the case when, in die rela
tively small diocese of Lincoln, Neb., die 
local bishop decided to issue a canonical 
warning, threatening with excommuni
cation any and all Catholics in his dio
cese who persisted in dieir membership 
in a variety of groups and organizations, 
from Planned Parenthood to die Rain
bow Girls, from Call to Action to job's 
Daughters, from Catholics for a Free 
Choice to the Freemasons. 

The national media, of course, found 
die story dioroughly engaging. Network 
television, die major newspapers, talk 
radio — all seized upon i t Phone lines 
were alive with interviews. 

Catholics reacted to die event in dif
ferent ways, of course. More conserva

tive members were supportive of die 
bishop's action. More liberal members 
were critical. The vast majority, some
where in die middle, were either con
fused or embarrassed, or both. 

Whatever the bishop's motivation, it 
seemed to many diat die cure was far 
worse dian die sickness, if such existed. 
Indeed, it was die extreme nature of ex
communication — the most severe 
penalty die Cadiolic Church can ever 
impose — diat turned tiiis into a nation
al story. 

The Second Vatican Council and the 
1983 revised Code of Canon Law laid 
down a more measured approach to 
penalties than the approach of earlier 
times. The council and die Code fol
lowed die lead of Pope John XXm, who 
told die opening session of die council: 
"Nowadays, die Spouse of Christ prefers 
to make' use of die medicine of mercy 
rather dian of severity. She considers 
diat she meets die needs of die present 
day by demonstrating the validity of her 
teaching rather than by condemna
tions." 

When diat good pastoral rule of 
diumb is broken, it opens die door to 
unnecessary conflict and confusion. 
The Church becomes distracted from its 
real work and purpose. And die general 
public is left wondering what we're real
ly all about 

No one wins. 
Father McBrien is a professor of theology 

at the University of Notre Dame. 

Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

THANKS ST. JUDE, Blessed 
Mother and Sacred Heart of 
Jesus for favors received. PM 

Business 
Opportunities 

$35,000 - $50,000 EARNINGS 
POTENTIAL Home Typists, PC 
Users Needed 1-800-304-4472 
ext.Tl7l3 

Wanted to Buy Help Wanted Home Improvement 

Mat&jm'i Antiques: 
Top cash paid for old wood fur
niture, clocks, glass and china, 
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One 
item or complete household. 
We make house calls. 

647-2480 

DIOCESAN DIRECTOR OF THE 
OFFICE OF PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

nk\:hsi-; ALBANY, NHW YORK 

W^c 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

EMKX)YMENT 

MOTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER. 

Convienent Downtown Location, 
walk to shopping. On a direct busline. 
Studio $299 One Bedroom $359 

All utilities included. Section 8 accepted. 
Monthly Mass Services 

475 East Broad St 546-3650 

Help Wanted 
LIQUOR STORE Stock/lottery 
help. 30-40 hrs/wk., evenings 
required. Irondequoit. Frank 
716-342-9240. 

NANNY/GRANDMA for work
ing parents with 3 pre-school
ers. Live-in preferred, not req'd. 
Must be loving, flexible, non-
smoker. Long term position. 
716-586-7038. 

NANNY MON-FRI8 hours/day 
in our Webster/Penfield area 
home. 2 children. Call 
315-524-4543 eves. 

NO EXPERIENCE: Sales rep 
needed. Will train. Environmen
tally conscious people need 
apply. Call Mike 716/425-3560. 

Help Wanted - Part 
Time 

SECRETARY 24 HRS/WK 10 
mosJwk. Computer skills, flexi
bility. Mercy Prayer Center. 
716-473-6893 (9-3). 

SERVICES 

Electricians 

AL- NOLAN 
f ^ C ELECTRIC 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS 
Serving Rochester i Stmamdng Areas 

Licensed & Fully Insured 

fife 6$k 
^ 716-292-1538 ®S§ 

Financial Services 
APPROVED AUTO LOANS 
Bad credit/no credit, no prob
lem, no hassle. Call 
1-800-541-2212. 

Home Improvement 
VINYL WINDOWS IN
STALLED $200. Before you 
buy expensive windows, call 
716-4364741. SAVE $100 per 
window. Guaranteed. 35 years 
experience. FREE Low "E* Ar
gon glass until 4-15-96. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 
- A Masters Degree in Liturgical Studies or its equivalent i.e. a 

degree with emphasis on liturgy/worship as well as experience in 
directing prayer and worship eidier on me parish or diocesan 
level or its equivalent; 

• a knowledge of current Catholic liturgical norms and rituals; 
• The ability to express ideas clearly and work widi a variety of 

people; 
• Openness/sensitivity to various ethnic groups, current liturgical 

practices, etc. 

The Director of me Diocesan Office of Prayer and Worship will 
assist the Bishop, who serves as principal liturgist of the Diocese, 
and a ct as a resource to him in planning and coordinating 
Diocesan liturgies/services, etc. 

The director will coordinate and work closely with the Diocesan 

Liturgical Commission and be responsible for its activities. 

The Director is expected to provide newsletters, workshops, prac
tical training, other educational resources on a regular basis as a 
means of assisting both the clergy and the faithful in liturgy/wor
ship. 

PLEASE SEND RESUMES BY MAY 10,1996 TO: 
Reverend Randall Peterson, Chancellor 
Pastoral Center 
40 North Main Avenue 
Albany, New York 12203 
Fax: 51&453-6793 

DeCan Home Care 
Kitchen & Bath, Power 

Washing Basements, Family 
Rooms, Garage Storage Lofts, 

Painting, Carpentry 

(716)426^127 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for all your heating needs 
Heating & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sale* • Service • Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 
424-1848 

SPECIALIZING IN 
REPAIRS OF OLDER 

HOMES 
Interim/exterior fainting (Hinges, 

window glaring, porches, etc 
Basement walls repaired and 

waterproofed. Homes power washed, 
gutter cleaning, driveway sealing, 

small jobs welcome. 

ALMEYV1S.JR. 
323-2876 • 3924435 

Plumbing 

Masonry 

A 
865-4170 

AMERICAN 
MASONRY 4CHMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

A l e NOLAN 
f ^ t ELECTRIC 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECIROU. NEEDS 
Sentog Rochester i Summing Areas 

Licensed & Fully Insured 

" ^ 716-292-1538 § 1 1 

663-7360 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving 
and Storage Inc. 

Experience in office, 
household moving 
and deliveries 

Big or SmaU, We Do Them All 
4734610 or 47M357 

BOWMAN 
MORNS ft S M K CO. 

endtthfBia 
• Roof Repairs • Siding 
• Replacement Windows 
• SeenJea Aluminum Guttei1 

• Gutte Cleaning 

671-3270 671-2912 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 
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