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& NATION 
Sister Ortiz adds fast to D.C. protest 
By Nancy Frazier O'Brien 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON - Ursuline Sister Di-
anna Ortiz said she would "place my life 
in the hands of the U.S. government" by 
beginning a bread-and-water fast until 
she hears the truth about the U.S. role in 
her 1989 abduction, rape and torture in 
Guatemala. 

Sister Ortiz, a native of New Mexico, 
announced the fast at an emotional press 
conference April 22 in Washington as 

. she began the fourth week of a silent vig
il outside the White House. Her visitors 
have included first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton. 

The vigil and the fast are aimed at 
finding out "the truth about my case and 
the truth about all those Guatemalans 
who have suffered and died at the hands 
of the officially sponsored death squads, 
for years supported with U.S. tax dol
lars," Sister Ortiz said. 

"Because I am still barred from know
ing the truth, because I am still in a 
prison of silence, because U.S. govern
ment agencies deny me access to the doc
uments that could allow me to recover 
my life, I will begin a fast of bread and 
water, continuing my silent vigil in front 
of the White House and daring to place 
my life in the hands of the U.S. govern
ment," she added. 

Sister Ortiz, who broke down in tears 
several times during die press confer
ence, said she had already lost 10 pounds 
since beginning her 21-hours-a-day White 
House vigil'March 31. She now weighs 
about 98 pounds, a spokeswoman for die 
nun said. 

Asked how long she would continue 
the fast, she replied, "Let me answer your 
question with a question: How long will 
the U.S. government keep die trudi from 
me?" 

Among Sister Ortiz's supporters at the 
press conference were Ethel Kennedy, 
widow of former Attorney General 
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Reuters/CNS 
Ursuline Sister Oianna Ortiz began a fast April 22 as 
part of a White House vigil she started March 31 to 
protest human rights abuses in Guatemala. Tortured by 
Guatemalan security forces in 1989, she Is seeking in
formation from the U.S. government about her case and 
other abuses. 

Robert Kennedy, and their daughter, 
Kerry Kennedy Cuomo. 

Cuomo said she and her mother want
ed to show Sister Ortiz "how. deeply 
moved we are by your courage and die 
hope you have given all of us with your 
courage." 

Sister Ortiz, now 37, was a school
teacher in Guatemala in November 1989 
when she was abducted at gunpoint from 
the back yard of a church retreat During 
the 24 hours she was detained, she was 
burned more than 110 times with ciga
rettes, repeatedly raped and forced to 
wield a small machete against another 
woman, she said. 

Her torturers took orders from a man 
called Alejandro who spoke broken 
Spanish but spoke English with a perfect 
American accent, the nun said. 

"I want the truth, not just documents," 

Sister Ortiz said April 
22. "I want to know who 
Alejandro is. I want to 
know why our govern
ment has protected 
him. I want to know why 
a U.S. citizen had die 
authority to supervise 
and give orders to my 
torturers. Until 1 receive 
diis information, I can
not heal." 

Sister Ortiz said that 
during the White House 
vigil she has experi
enced "heavy rains, 
harsh sun, blustery 
winds and cold temper
atures. 

"But what I found 
most difficult to weath
er," she continued, "is 
die tempest of memo
ries that everyday life in 
the park has unleashed: 
the sight of a uniformed 
police officer ... re
minds me of die police
man who raped and tor
tured me ... the smell of 
cigarettes reminds me 
of the cigarettes diat 
were used to brand my 
body ... the stream of 
questions from journal

ists, tourists and supporters reminds me 
of the interrogation." 

She quoted Austrian philosopher Jean 
Amery, who said after being tortured by 
die Gestapo, "Anyone who has suffered 
torture will never again be at ease in the 
world. ... Faith in humanity, already 
Crackecltjy'the~firsf slap ih the fece, then 
demolished by torture, is never acquired 
again." 

"It is with great horror that I repeat 
these words," Sister Ortiz said, noting 
that Amery committed suicide in 1978. 

"I want so desperately to live," she said. 
"I want so desperately to believe in hu
manity again ... to be free of Alejandro 
and all my Guatemalan torturers. Thou
sands of Guatemalans who have been 
tortured by die security forces also want 
to live and to believe in humanity again. 
Only tiie trudi will set us free." 
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St. Ann's 

Home & Heart 
New Adult Day Center 

located at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral Rectory Hall, 296 Flower City Park 

(off Lake Ave.) 
Home & Heart open Monday through Friday from 8 am until 5 pm. 

Participants can attend from 1-5 days per week for part or all of the day. 
Transportation is available at a special rate. 
OUR RANGE OF SERVICES INCLUDE; 

* Main Meal at Noon & Nutritious Snacks * Personal Care & Hygiene 
9 Supervision & Monitoring v Exercise & Wellness Programs v Medication Reminders 
v Religious & Educational Activities v Social, Recreational & Intergenerational Activities 

v Daytime Respite & Information for Care Givers. 
WHO CAN BENEFIT FROM HOME & HEART? 

Adults who are socially isolated or depressed Persons with chronic illness or 
memory problems. Care givers who deserve a much needed rest. THIS COUPON ENTITLES YOU 

TO ONE VISIT AT HOME & 
HEART DAY CARE CENTER 

To Receive Your Day: Call Jean Bayer 
at (716) 254-7760 

(Limit One Coupon per Family) 
a $36.00 Value 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
AND A PERSONAL TOUR, 

PLEASE CAXX (716) 254-7760 


